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meets Melchtte patriarch 


ANftAAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salara Majali on 
Sun&yreccfved the visiting head of the Melchite Church, 
Patnarch Jwaximos Hakim of Antioch and All Orient, and 
reviewed with him die latest developments in the Middle East 
ana tne efforts made by His Majesty King Hussein to establish 
ajus^c^prehensive and lasting peace in the region. 
Patriarch Hakim voiced happiness over his meeting with the 
prime minister, saying that Dr. Majali briefed him on the 
Jordanian view towards the peace negotiations. Patriarch 
Hatam said the issue of Jerusalem was one of the most 
important albeit difficult problems facing the Arab and 
Muslim nations. He stressed his belief that Jerusalem should 
be restored to Arab sovereignty. 





An independent Arad political daily published byttreJotijarirress Foundation 
^JjjYt J^-k.nll LMwtjU jfc > jU 


Jordan invites 5. African leaders to visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein is extending an 
invitation to South Africa's new president. Nelson Mandela and the 
outgoing President, F.W. de Klerk, to visit Jordan, Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid said Sunday. In a statement before 
departure for South Africa to attend the inauguration of Mr. Mandela 
on Tuesday Prince Ra'd said dial he was carrying the invitation from 
the King to the South African leaders and greetings from the leaden 
and people of Jordan to the South African leaden and people. Prince 
Ra'd, who is leading a Jordanian official delegation to attend the 
inauguration ceremony, said Jordan views Mr. Mandela's victory as a 
major historic event and a harbinger of a new era of progress nad 
jn Africa. “Jordan has always opposed apartheid and racial 
discrimination and the event is viewed by the Kingdom as an 
indication of a beginning of an era of tranquility and peace in the 
African continent,” Prince Ra'd said. 
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Battle for Aden under way 


Combmed ageoey despatches 


NORTHERN TROOPS loyal 
to Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh tightened the 
noose around the city of Aden 
Sunday and were poised to 
break through the gates of the 
southern stronghold, diplo- 
mats said. 

“Aden is expected to fall 
within hours," the official 
northern-controlled press 
agency SABA said, adding 
that heavy fighting was going 
on around the town between 
rival northern and southern 
troops. 

Two northern units trying to 
advance towards Aden met 
strong resistance, a senior U.S. 
official who tried to mediate in 
the conflict said. 

“As I understand it. there 
are two separate northern units 
that are trying to move towards 
Aden,” Robert Pelletreau, a 
U.S. assistant secretary of state 
responsible for the Middle 
East, told reporters in Abu 
Dhabi. 

“They are now both of them 
being blocked by southern un- 
its who are resisting very 
strongly." 

His was one of the few inde- 
pendent reports on a conflict 
carving up the country of 13 
million four years after it un- 
ited. 

With international telecom- 
munication links with Aden 
and San’a still erratic, an mete- 
pendent verification of the 
conflicting victory claims was 
not immediately possible. 

However, Western dfpk>- " 
mats in Sanaa and oil com 
executives with links to 


Beidh reportedly contacts 
King Hussein offering talks 


YEMENI Vice-President Ali Salem Beidh on Sunday 
contacted His Majesty King Hussein saying he was ready for a 
political dialogue with President Ali Abdullah Saleh. Aden 
Radio said in a report monitored by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. There was no Jordanian confirmation of the 
report. 

King Hussein brought President Saleh and Vice-President 
Beidh as well as other Yemeni political leaders together in 
Amman in February to sign a reconciliation and reform 
agreement. However, the accord was not implemented, and the 
lung said last month that Jordan was leaving a joint military 
commission entrusted with separating the northern and southern 
army units. 


sides said Saturday the north- 
erners appear to have gained 
the upper hand. 

Western diplomats in the re- 
gion said the city's main air 
base at A1 Anad, 50 kilometres 
from Aden had been captured 
by the northern troops. 

But this was swiftly denied 
by an official southern spokes- 
man as “completefy baseless.” 

He told the local Aden office 
of SABA under southern con- 
trol that troops backing Vice- 
JPtesktent Ali Salem A1 Beidh, 
a southerner, controlled the 
whole of the Lahij province 
where the airbase is sited. 

He also categorically denied 
that fighting was going on “at 
the gates of Aden,” accusing 
Mr. Saleh's troops of having 
bombed villages and civilian 
bufldmgs in A1 Dhaleh, 60 
kilometres north of Aden. 

One diplomat in the Gulf 
stud Mr. Saleh’s troops bad 
Aden trapped in a pincer 


movement and fighting was 
raging just 20 kilometres from 
the port city of more than 
500,000 residents. 

Yemeni Information Minis- 
ter Hassan Ahmad Al Lozi 
said in Doha his side would win 
in “the next few hours" as 


northern troops had the upper 
fid 


hand in the fighting. 

“The forces of legality 
(northern) are controlling the 
situation in the country with 
the exception of certain areas 
of fighting in Lahij, Aden and 
a part of Abyan,” he said in a 
statement to the official Qatari 
News Agency (QNA). 

Southern Yemen was fully 
mobilised Sunday to defend its 
power base. 

A military spokesman in 
Aden said northern forces in 
Al Kawt, 30 kilometres to the 
east of the city had been repel r 
ted and that Mr. Saleh’s troops' 
were in retreat towards the 
mountains. 


Other northern elements 
had been ambushed and wiped 
out in Redfan, to the north, 
military spokesmen in Aden 
said. 

But SABA reported in 
Sanaa that a brigade of south- 
ern troops had teen destroyed 
in the Abyan province, and 
two warplanes shot down near 
Al Dhaleh. 

Correspondents said the 
situation in Aden was calm, 
although civilians had begun 
patrolling alongside soldiers 
carrying automatic weapons 
distributed to them earlier by 
-the southern authorities. 

Aden residents said kat, a 
leaf chewed as a stimulant by 
many Yemenis, was back in 
the souks of Aden, an indica- 
tion that roads were open from 
Dalea, the main source. 

Aden city was back to nor- 
mal on Sunday. Banks, 
businesses, schools and res- 
taurants were open. 

Witnesses in Aden said two 
northern planes were shot 
down over the city on Satur- 
day. One was apparently trying 
to bomb Vice-President Ali 
Salem Al Beidh’s residence, 
they said. 

Witnesses saw about 30 war- 
planes taking off early on Sun- 
day from Aden towards Abyan 
province. 

Northern Yemen said south- 
ern forces launched three air 
raids on Sanaa on Sunday after 
firing at least five Scud missies 
at the city and nearby areas 
during the night. 

Sanaa Radio broadcast a 
message to residents in the 
south, telling them northern 
troops were about to take over 


Aden and surrounding areas to 
re-unite the country. 

es had 


Southern sources had earlier 
called the Abyan battle a deci- 
sive one. "The barites are very 
fierce and at dose quarters... 
the battle is the last and the 
decisive one in the Yemen 
war," one said. 

The northern Amaliqa Bri- 
gade has its main base in Zing- 
ibar and its troops are sta- 
tioned in other areas in Abyan. 

The southern statement said 
its forces destroyed Amaliqa 
fortifications in several areas m 
fierce fighting and "succeeded 
in destroying many of its 
advancing forces.” 

“To cover their retreat 
Amaliqa are taking refuge in 
people's homes and using civi- 
lians as human shields,” it said. 


The old downtown of Aden, 
a former British protectorate, 
lies at the foot of mountains 
and is built on a peninsula. 


leaving die southern troops 
north- 


vulnerable in case of a 


era advance into die city. 

“If Aden fells, the psycholo- 


gical impact will be so great 
that the north win have virtual- 
ly won,” one diplomat said. 


Neither side has issued a 
casualty toll since all-out fight- 
ing broke out on Thursday, 
four years after the country 
was set up by unifying the old 
conservative North Yemen and 
Marxist South Yemen. 

But an Islamic party sup- 
porting the president said 
Saturday that at least 150 peo- 
ple had died. 


(Continued an page 5) 


Hebron observers 


get whiff of tension 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Interna- 
tional observers moved into 
Hebron on Sunday and got 
their first taste of tension in the 
town where a Jewish settler 
massacred more than 30 
Palestinians in a mosque in 
February. 

Shortly after the 117 un- 
armed observers in white uni- 
forms drove into Hebron, 
clashes erupted between 
Palestinians and Israeli soldiers 
outside the mayor's office 
where the observers stopped 
for a courtesy call. 

The troops fired tear-gas at 
stone-throwers, who shouted 
“settlers out.” Some observers 
got caught in the gas cloud. 

“It was not a nice experi- 
ence. I did not expect it would 
be this bad." said Grethe Bille, 
a Danish observer who said a 
Palestinian gave her an onion 
to sniff to ease the effects of 
gas. “I do not see why the 
military is provocative to the 
people here." 

The force, officially the 
Temporary International Pre- 
sence in the city of Hebron 
(TIPH), arrived in a convoy 
escorted by Israeli army jeeps. 

The main task of members, 
sent by Norway, Denmark and 
Italy, will be to monitor the 
safety of Palestinians in the 
town. 

“The purpose is to try to- 
bring the situation back prior 


to the massacre in the mos- 
que,” mission head Kjell 
Johansen of Norway told re- 
porters just before the force 
entered Hebron. 

“Maybe they need the pro- 
tection, not us,” said a woman 
named Basina hugging a child 
crying from tear gas lobbed by 
soldiers. 

The army leargassed stone- 
throwing youths as the obser- 
vers emerged from an official 
reception at the town hall, just 
200 metres away. 

The unarmed observers did 
not seem too bothered as they 
clambered into their cars for a 
drive around the city. 

Hundreds of Palest inian s 
had applauded as the TIPH 
entered the town aboard a fleet 
of all-white cars. 

Palestinians celebrated by 
cheering and honking their car 
horns outside the reception. 


But off to the side, youngsters 
nd lobbed 


taunted troops and 
rocks in a daily scene from the 
intifada against occupation. 

The observers — the first 
international force Israel has 
allowed to deploy in the occu- 
pied territories — were greeted 
by Hebron Mayor Mustapha 
Natshe. 

"We look forward to seeing 
that your presence here will 
provide our people with a feel- 
ing of security and that you will 


(Continued on page 10) 





Some of the 270 Palestinian poficemen whose 
entry to the occupied West Bank was delayed on 
Sunday by Israel pose for photographers at their 


temporary camp near the rffeg 
(Photo by Yousef Al Alan) 


Failure of police to enter 
disappoints Palestinians 


From Mariam Shahin 
in Jericho 


EXPECTATIONS were high 
and the atmosphere was full 
of disbelief as thousands of 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
town of Jericho on Sunday 
awaited the first symbols 
of self-rule autonomy to en- 
ter the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories m 27 years. 


But as noon came and went 
Palestinians realised that the 
entry of the Palestinian 
National Security Forces 
(PNSF) would be (relayed yet 
again. 

A last-minute disagree- 
ment between the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) leadership in Tunis 
and the Israeli government 
about the mode in which the 


PNSPs Kalisbnikov rifles 
and pistols would enter the 
occupied territories delayed 
the entry of PNSF units into 
Gaza and Jericho up to 72 
hotus. 

"They are teasing ns,” said 
Ahmad Sherif, who had 
come to Jericho to welcome 
some 270 PNSF members 


(Continued on page 5) 


Morale high among policemen despite delay 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 


SOUTH SHUNEH — The 
morale of 270 Palestinian 
fighters-tumed policemen re- 
mained relatively high Sun- 
day despite Israel's refusal to 
allow them entry to Jericho 
as the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) had 
planned. 

After waiting for more 
than five hours, the police- 
men were told by the Israeli 
authorities across the Jordan 
River that they would have to 
wait some more be force 
assuming their responsibili- 
ties in the West Bank town of 
Jericho- 

“We were told that the 
Israelis were not prepared for 


us,” said Brigadier Moham- 
mad Qudsieb, who heads the 
3,200-strong Jordan-based 
Bader Brigades of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Army (PLA). 

Brig. Qudsieb, who is lead- 
ing the Palestinian police unit 
of the Bader Brigades into 
Jericho, told reporters that 
Israel was "using its usual 
delaying tactics," but he 
could nor confirm when the 
police force would be allowed 
to go into the West Bank. 


crossing into Jordan on their 
way to pilgrimage in Mecca 
— that his men would camp 
out in that spot until they are 


ment in the two areas as of 
May 8. 


The^ohce force is made up 


permitted to go to Jericho 
through the King Hussein 


'But this delay will not 
affect the morale of our 


men," Brig. Oudsieh said. 
"Sooner or later we will get 
'our rights." 

The brigadier told journal- 
ists at the pilgrim station — a 
makeshift zinc-roofed camp 
where Palestinians stay when 


Bridge. 

Brig. Qudsieh expected 
that a 522-strong unit from 
the Iraq-based Al Aqsa Bri- 
gades, which was on its way 
to the pilgrim station at press 
time, will join up with his 
forces before crossing the 
Jordan River. 

Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
signed an agreement for li- 
mited Palestinian autonomy 
in Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
last week in Cairo, allowing a 
9,000-strong Palestinian 
police force to start deploy- 


of PLO fighters in Jordan, 
Iraq, Libya, Sudan, Algeria 
and Yemen, and most of 
them are loyal to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s main- 
stream Fateh faction. 

A convoy of 23 military 
buses, trucks and jeeps drove 
into the pilgrim station as the 
khaki-clad men waved 
Palestinian flags and flashed 
the "V-for-victory sign. 
They had carried their AK- 
47s in separate wooden boxes 
to be opened only after they 
crossed to the West Bank. 

As they waited, many of 
the officers began taking off 
their red berets and wearing 
the new green ones with an 


eagle and “police” written 
underneath it instead of the 
old “Palestine Liberation 
Army.” Dozens of officers 
began sewing on their new 
“Palestine" and “National 
Security forces” emblems on 
their sleeves. 

“This is a typical case of 
Israeli manoeuvring," said 
Lieutenant-Colonel Atef 
Badwan of Israel’s refusal to 
allow them in on Sunday. 
"But we have been waiting 
for decades to return to our 
homeland, and we can wait a 
little bit more." 

All 270 men, most of 
whom are officers between 30 
and 60 years old, did not 
know they would be chosen 


(C on tinu ed on page 5) 
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EDs Majesty King Hussein on Sunday lays the 
foundation stone for a JD 50 mflfieu, 643-bed 


hospital at the Jordan University erf Science and 
Technology in IrMd (Petra photo) 


King lays foundation stone of 
JD 50m, 643-bed Irbid hospital 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on Sun- 
day laid the foundation stone 
of King Abdullah Hospital at 
the Jordan University or Scien- 
ce and Technology (JUST). 

The ceremony was attended 
by the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Pania- 
ment. Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education Said 
Al Tal, Chief Islamic Justice 
and the King's advisor Izzedin 
Al Khatib Al Tamimi, JUST 
President Kamel Ajlouni and 
senior military and dvfl offi- 
cials. 

In a statement to foe press 
following bis visit to the uni- 
versity, King Hussein said the 
hospital is designed to be a 
“scientific edifice, providing 
excellent opport un ities for fu- 
ture doctors to attain die high- 
est academic qualifications.” 

King Hussein* voiced satis- 
faction with the academic 


levels achieved by this yoimg 
university and stressed the im- 
portant role it can play. 

“I believe this university is 
die jewel of our universities 
because of its focus on our 
homeland's future needs and 
the preparation of our youth to 
perfo r m their big role and face 
up to the challenges,” King 
Hussein said. 


by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and the 
King’s military advisor and 
chief escort Major General 
Hmekh Al Fayez. 


The King Abdullah Hospital 
project will be carried out at a 


What has been achieved at 
' die university and in Jordan as 
a whole is the fruit of dedica- 
tion, hard and untiring wort, 
the King said. 

He stressed the need on the 
part erf universities to focus on 
pnjMpng students for produo- 
flty^ronc dial help fulfil the 
country’s needs rather than to 
qualify diem for a degree only. 

The King met with the JUST 
president and deans of facul- 
ties. 

The King was accompanied 


cost of JD 50 million, to be 
covered by the treasury in the 
Arab Fund for Economic De- 
velopment and the Jeddah- 
based Islamic Bank. 

The hospital, which will 
have 643 beds, will provide 
3,000 job opportunities. The 
project is being carried out by 
a Spanish company. 

Work on the project started 
in early 1994 and is expected to 
end in 1997. 

Once completed, the hospit- 
al will bring to 12 the number 
of hospital beds per 10,000 
population up from foe current 
rate of nine per 10,000. The 
hospital's outpatient dimes will 
attend to 1,000 patients a day. 


House endorses sales tax law 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Low- 
er House of Parliament on 
Sunday approved a draft 
sales tax law after introducing 
several amendments to ft. 

The House, meetiqg under 
tire chairmanship of Speaker 
Taher Al Masri and in tire 
presence of Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali and 
Cabinet members, endorsed 
the law after debating the law 
starting with its 35th article. 

The article deals with puni- 
tive measures that should be 
taken against tax evaders. 
Deputies were divided over 
penalties as stipulated in the 
article. 

While some deputies sup- 
ported foe penalties stated m 
tire law as drafted by the 
government, others said that 
these penalties were “harsh” 
and incompatible with the 


penal code, since other 
crimes much bigger than tax 
evasion have their penalties 
less than stated in the draft 
sales tax law, or amendments 
to it by the House's Financial 
Committee. 

The article was then passed 
by the House after introduc- 
ing several amendments to it. 

Then the House approved 
the remaining articles of the 
draft law and appendices of 
commodities exempt from 
the tax. The law now goes 
before the Upper House of 
Parliament (Senate) for ;; 
approval. 

Observers expected the 
Upper House to insist on 
some of the original articles 
of the law as proposed by tire 
govern men t and this could 
lead to a deadlock, which 
could only be resolved at a 


joint session of the two 


joint i 
Houses 


The main amendments in- 
troduced by the Lower 
House involve a reduction of 
the base rate of the sales tax 
to seven per cent from the 10 
per cent preposed by the 
government, scheduling foe 
second phase of the imple- 
mentation of the tax plan five 
years after the first phase 
instead of the three years 
sought by the government 
and a stipulation that the list 
of goods exempt from the 
F levy be part of the law rather 
than leaving it to the govern- 
ment to decide them. 

The amendments are esti- 
mated to reduce up to JD 45 
million from the envisaged 
JD 170 million revenues from 
the levy in the fiscal budget 
for 1994. 


PLO puts off naming of 
self-government authority 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) has delayed for the. 
next week the naming of its 
team to take charge in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town erf Jericho, PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member Samir 
Ghoshe said on Sunday. 

Mr. Ghoshe, . who had said 
on Saturday that the Palesti- 
nian National -Authority would 
be named within 48 hours, told 
Reuters on Sunday PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat needed more 
time for consultations. 

"There is a draft list, but the 
first consultations showed that 
more time was needed. Some 
of the nominees rejected the 
offer. Others delayed their re- 
sponses,” Mr. Ghoshe said. 

PLO sources told Reuters 
among nominees reluctant to 
be on foe authority are chief 
negotiator Faisal Al Husseini, 
Ahmad Qouriea, the man who 
negotiated foe secret peace 
deal with Israel, and Maher Al 
Masri, a businessman from the 
West Bank town of Nablus. 

“It is foe first time in their 
history the Palestinians have to 
name a self-government. It is 
not that easy,” a dose aide to 


Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Ghoshe said the team 
will probably be named after 
Mr. Arafax returns from Nel- 
son Mandela's presidential in- 
auguration in South Africa on 
Tuesday. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, which will oversee the 
authority, decided on a delay 
at a meeting in Tunis on Satur- 
day night chaired by Mr. Ara- 
fat, he said. 

“More work is also needed 
to define the duties of the 
authority and its internal 
rales,” Mr. Ghoshe said. 

Under foe agreement on 
Palestinian self-rule . signed 
on Wednesday by Mr. Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, the PLO most 
inform foe Israeli government 
of foe compMtkm of the team. 

The 24-strong authority, 
which will be chaired by Mr. 
Arafat, was likely to be a 
coalition of the PLO's main- 
stream movement Fateh, inde- 
pendents, Yasser Abed- 
Rabbo’s “FIDA" movement 
and Samir Ghoshe's Palestine 
Popular Struggle Front, all of 
which support foe peace deal 
with Israel. 


PLO sources said they ex- 
pected the authority to include 
15 members from the occupied 
territories — nine from foe 
West Bank and six from foe 
Gaza Strip — and nine from 
foe exiled Palestinian com- 
munity. 

Other sources say they will 
share the seats half-half. 

At least four Executive 
Committee members are likely 
to be named to foe authority: 
Mr. Abed Rabbo, Mr. 
Ghoshe, Mohammad Zuhdi 
Nashashibi (independent, head 
of foe economic department) 
and Yasser Amr. 

Tie authority would include 
also at (east one woman: Intis- 
sar Al Wazir, a Fateh Central 
Committe member and widow 
of assassinated Palestinian 
mffitaiy chief Khafil Al Wazir Abu 

J ihad . 

An adviser to Mr. Arafat 
said he expected the autonomy 
accord would pave the way for 
a Palestinian state even before 
the end of the five years allot- 
ted to self-rule. 

“It will be a natural develop- 
ment of this agreement,” the 


(Continued on page 3) 
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U.S. envoy fears 
long Yemeni strife 


ABU DHABI (R) — Yemen’s 
cavil war will be long and 
bloody unless north and south 
find a political solution soon, a 
U.S. diplomat predicted on 
Sunday. 

“New northern units have 
not made any progress towards 
Aden in the last day... 24 
hours,” said Assistant Secret- 
ary of State for Middle Eastern 
Affairs Robert Pelletreau. 
“The southern forces are far 
from defeated.* 1 

Mr. Pelletreau was in Ye- 
men last week as a mediator 
trying to avert dvil war. His 
remarks to a business breakfast 
in the United Arab Emirates 
were the first independent 
assesment of fighting since 
Wednesday between northern 
and southern armies that failed 
to merge after the country was 
unified in 1990. 

The north said on Saturday 
its forces were within 20 
kilometres of Aden, stron- 
ghold of the southern vice- 
president, Ali Salem A1 Beidh. 

Mr. Pelletreau said “well- 
trained” and “well-led 1 ’ south- 
ern units were putting up “stiff 
resistance” to northern forces 
but the north, under President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, seemed 
intent on keeping up the fight- 
ing. 

“The initial victories have 
been on the northern side but 
in our estimation the southern 
forces are far from defeated.” 

“What this indicates is 
that., if the fighting does not 
stop it’s going to be protracted 
and very Moody,” he said. 

“There is not a military solu- 
tion to the Yemen problem. It 
may be that after another brief 
period, when the leaders, par- 
ticularly the northern leaders, 
realise there’s not an easy vic- 
tory, they will hear the words 
of the... world,” he said. 

He did not say how far 


northern forces were from 
Aden. Some northern troops 
were stationed in the south 
before fighting began. 

Mr. Pelletreau said be was 
discussing with Gulf Arab 
states how to end the fighting. 

“The risk of having an inter- 
nal chaotic situation, which 
could be exploited by a country 
such as Iran, becomes larger,” 
he said. 

“So there’s a real national 
interest on the part of Gulf 
states and in the Arab World 
and ourselves to end this con- 
flict.” 

Iran on Saturday attacked 
what it said were foreign plots 
to divide Yemen and offered to 
help resolve the conflict. 

“The risk of civilian casual- 
ties is large. The risk of an 
outflow of refugees... is large,” 
he said. “I felt quite lucky to 
get out of there,” Mr. Pellet- 
reau said. 

Mr. Pelletreau said Mr. 
Saleh, whom he met in Sanaa 
on Wednesday, appeared com- 
mitted to unity but not in 
partnership with Mr. Beidh 
and the southern-led Yemen 
Socialist Party. 

“When I met with (Saleh) it 
was very dear that die north 
was going to try to move deri- 
sively against the leaders of the 
Yemen Socialist Party... and 
he did not see those leaders as 
part of the future unity govern- 
ment of... Yemen,” be said. 

“I thought that he was 
strongly committed to Ye- 
men's unity. He just didn't 
think it was going to be posa- 
ble with the current leadership 
of the Yemen Socialist Party. 

“I didn't have the sense that 
President Saleh had his receiv- 
ing button turned on when I 
talked with him. But maybe 
after a few days that wiQ be the 
case as the casualties mount.” 


Croatia, Bosnia, and Iran 
discuss joint commission 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatia, 
Bosnia and Iran hope to form a 
joint economic commission 
soon, Croatian Prime Minister 
Nikica Valentic said after 
meeting Iran's foreign minis- 
ter, Croatian radio reported on 
Sunday. 

It said Mr. Valentic discus- 
sed tripartite cooperation on 
Saturday night in Zagreb with 
Iran’s Ali Akbar Vclayati, who 
met Muslim Bosnian govern- 
ment leaders in Sarajevo ear- 
lier in the day. 

Mr. Valentic said the meet- 
ing was a continuation of talks 
he began on a recent visit to 
Tehran. 

“I think that very soon onr 
three countr ies wul form a 
jomt economic conunissou, in 
order to make joint appear- 
ances in the world, especially... 
in Islamic countries,” be said. 

Iran's help and sup port were 
imp ort an t in im pl em enting the 
Washington agreement to set 
up a Muriim-Oroat federation, 
which ended almost a year of 


war between two of Bosnia’s 
three ethnic factions. Bosnian 
Croat forces had been backed 
by Croatia. 

In Sarajevo, Mr.. Velayati 
said on Saturday his country 
would insist on being allowed 
to send 10,000 troops to join 
the United Nations peacekeep- 
ing force in Bosnia. 

Speaking after talks in 
Sarajevo with Bosnia President 
Alija Izetbegovic, Mr. 
Velayati said: 

“We have announced that 
we are ready to send 10,000 
troops as peaceke e ping fences, 
under die flag of the United 
Nations. We have not received 
any logical and acceptable re- 
sponse from the United Na- 
tions.” 

The United Nations is short 
of troops to fulfil its 
peacekeeping and humanita- 
rian role in Bosnia, but is 
nrl nc tiBt to go along with ban’s 
longstanding offer because it 
fears any Iranian contingent 
may be too partisan. 


Security 
Council 
divided 
on Iraq 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
It was easier when Iraq would 
not budge. But now tbat it is 
cooperating with U.N. 
weapons inspectors, the Secur- 
ity Council cannot agree on a 
long-term strategy for handling 
its most durable adversary. 

Western diplomats say 
France has broken with the 
United States and Britain on a 
key issue: How long should the 
council enforce the ban on oil 
sales that has left Iraq's once- 
thriving economy in ruins? 

The Security Council plans a 
review in mid-May of the oil 
ban, imposed with other sanc- 
tions in 1990 as punishment for 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. The 
sanctions stayed in effect after 
the Gulf war to force Iraq to 
accept a new, U.N.-drawn 
Kuwaiti border and get rid of 
its missiles and other weapons 
of mass destruction. 

The first open disagreement 
among the five permanent 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil came in a sanctions review 
in March. Iraq is allowed to 
import food ana medicine but 
said that without even a trickle 
of the three million barrels of 
oil it once sold daily, it could 
not afford to buy them. Iraq 
says the sanctions have contri- 
buted to 400,000 deaths. 

The council extended the 
sanctions, but France, Russia 
and China wanted to encour- 
age Iraq by issuing a statement 
acknowledging its progress. 
The United Stoles and Britain 
refused. 

‘*111616 is a serious division 
of views and tactics,” said Gra- 
ham Fuller, a Rand Corp. 
analyst and former Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) offi- 
cial. “The French and the Rus- 
sians will have to decide 
whether they want to go to the 
mat with Washingtono on 
this.” 

The Americans want to use 
the sanctions to stop abuse of 
Irak’s Kurds and southern 
Shiite Muslims — issues not 
mentioned in the oil -embargo 
resolution. 

France argues the Security 
Council has to stick to its bar- 
gain with Iraq, according to the 
Western diplomats, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 
That would mean an end to the 
oil embargo if Baghdad accepts 
a new Kuwaiti border and 
satisfies weapons inspectors 
that it does not have long- 
range missiles and can’t make 
chemical or nuclear weapons. 

After first resisting U.N. in- 
spectors, sometimes violently, 
Iraq is actively cooperating, 
said Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. disarmament team. 

“The technical work has 
been going very well, with 
good cooperation,” Mr. Ekeus 
said after a trip to Baghdad last 
week. He said, however, that 
the work was not finished, and 
he did not know when it would 
be. 




EVACUATED: Some of the 140 United Nations 
nffiffah and dependents evacuated to Amman 
from Sanaa, Yemen, upon their arrival at Queen 


AHa Intenmtinmd Airport (Photo by Yousef A1 
‘Allan) 


Sif! offers reconciliation talks 


PARIS (R) — Algerian Prime 
Minister Mokdad Sifi said on 
Saturday that his government 
would bold talks on ending 
dvil strife with any group that 
respected the constitution and 
renounced violence. 

Mr. Sifi, interviewed on 
France-2 television, said the 
talks would aim to set a 
framework for new elections to 
enable Algerians to choose the 
leaders they wanted. 

Asked if his government 
would bold talks with the out- 
lawed fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), he said: 
“Dialogue is open to all groups 
and all parties that respect the 
constitution and the laws of 
this country and which con- 
demn violence.” 


Anwar Haddam, the FIS 
parliamentary leader in exile, 
said on Friday conditions for 
talks with the government in- 
cluded recognising the FIS as a 
political party, releasing poli- 
tical prisoners and committing 
Algeria to the democratic pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Sifi, appointed on April 
11, was asked if he was pre- 
pared to free FIS pres dent 
Abassi Madam and Vice-Presi- 
dent Ali Belhadj from jail. 

“The problem is not whether 
we free X or Y. The problem is 
to talk with all groups and 
parties and currents... which 
are against violence,” he said. 

Asked if the FIS would be 
allowed to take power if it won 
elections, be said: “It will be 


up to the Algerian people to 
elect those who will determine 
their future... the responsibil- 
ity must be left to the people to 
decide what they want in the 
framework of credible and free 
elections.” 

At least 3400 people have 
been killed in violence be- 
tween guerrillas and the secur- 
ity forces since an army-backed 
council cancelled a general 
election in January 1992 in 
which the FIS had token a 
commanding lead. 

The government authorised 
demonstration marches in the 
main cities on Sunday in sup- 
port of dialogue between poli- 
tical forces. “This is proof that 
democracy really exists in 
Algeria," Mr. Sifi said. 


Perry: U.S.-Israel strategic ties strong 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The U.S.-Israeli strategic rela- 
tionship is stronger than ever, 
U.S. Secretaiy of Defence Wil- 
liam Perry said Friday. He was 
discussing U.S. defence policy 
during remarks to the 88th 
annum meeting of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee (AJC) 
held in Washington. 

While focusing his prepared 
remarks on Bosnia and North 
Korea, the secretary was later 
asked about the future of the 
U.S.-Israeli strategic rela- 
tionship. 

“My assessment is that it is 
as strong as it has ever been,” 
he said, and predicted that the 
bilateral relationship “is going 
to deepen.” 

Taking note that U.S. policy 
m Bosnia is of particular con- 
cern to the American Jewish 
community, Mr. Perry out- 
lined U.S. objectives there. 
Many American Jewish 
groups, along with Arab 
American organisations, have 
called for increased U.S. in- 
tervention in Bosnia. 


“We are in Bosnia today 
using limited air power with 
very limited political objec- 
tives,” the secretary said. 

“Let me say what our objec- 
tive in Bosnia is not: it is not to 
become a combatant in the war 
to win a military victory," Mr. 
Perry told the audience. 

U.S. policy on Bosnia is 
focused on three objectives, 
the secretary said: to acceler- 
ate an agreement on the cessa- 
tion of hostilities; to accelerate 
establishment of peace agree- 
ment; and to limit civilian 
casualties “to the extent that 
we can.” 

To farther these objectives, 
the United States is taking part 
in NATO efforts to stop the 
aerial bombardment of cities 
through the enforcement of a. 
no-fly zone area; stop the artil- 
lery bombardment of cities; 
and provide air support to Un- 
ited Nations peacekeeping 
ground forces, Mr. Perry said. 

Turning to North Korea, 
Mr. Perry relayed what the 


United States has learned til us 
far about tbat country’s nuc- 
lear programme. He said 
North Korea does have a nuc- 
lear reactor "which has been 
operational for a number of 
years” and there are two larger 
reactors now under construc- 
tion. 

North Korea also has "a 
large reprocessing plant 
which is capable of taking the 
spent fuel from the reactor and 
converting it into weapons 
grade plutonium,” he said. 

“We cannot come up with a 
reasonable explanation for 
these facilities other than as 
the front-end of a significant- 
nudear weapons programme,” 
Mr. Perry said. 

“It would take a small 
amount of weapons-grade plu- 
tonium to convert to a (nuc- 
lear) bomb. We believe they 
have the capability to do that 
and the will to do it, but we 
don’t have concrete evidence 
precisely of what they have 
done,” the secretary said. 


Yemenis made to pay the price for their stand during Gulf crisis 


DUBAI (AFP) — Gulf Arab 
states added foci to the politic- 
al crisis which de g e n e r ated into 
a north-south cm] war in Ye- 
men, allegedly to punish their 
neighbour for backing Iraq in 
the Gulf crisis. 

According to Yemeni offi- 
cials, Sanaa’s stand after the 
August 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait was still considered by 
its neighbours in the Arabian 
peninsula as “a major mistake 
that is hard to forgive.” 

Yemen spoke up against the 
U.S.-led multinational assault 
based in Saudi Arabia that 
drove Iraqi troops out of 
Kuwait m February 1991. 

Gulf monarchies, and in par- 
ticular Saudi Arabia, retaliated 


by cutting their large financial 
aid package to Yemen, one of 
the poorest countries in the 
world. 

Riyadh also banned Yemeni 
imports and nearly 800,000 
Yemeni workers were de- 
ported from the kingdom, de- 
priving Yemen of more than $2 
bzffion in remittances, accord- 
ing to Sanaa. 

Of those who have returned, 
tens of thou san ds still live in 
wretched camps near the Red 
Sea port of Hodeida. 

The oil-rich monarchies 
moreover have turned a deaf 
ear to Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh’s «»ii« to re- 
sume dialogue and launch a 


process to integrate Yemen in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
<CCQ. 

The GCC group Saudi Ara- 
bia with Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Riyadh even inflamed the 
crisis winch erupted last Au- 
gust in Yemen, when Vice- 
President Ali Salem AJ Beidh, 
a southerner, refused to take 
up his duties in Sanaa, accord- 
ing to Yemeni officials, speak- 
ing in private. __ 

Mr. Beidh demanded that 
Mr. Saleh, a northerner, agree 
first to major political, econo- 
mic and military reforms. 

"Saudi Arabia has granted 


over the past few months near- 
ly $40 million to the south- 
erners," a northern official told 
AFP, accusing Mr. Beidh of seek- 
ing to rediride the country just 
four years after unification. 

“By supporting the southern 
separatists, Saudi Arabia gave 
ns the impression that it also 
wanted Yemen’s partition as if 
it feared having a strong and 
democratic state along its 
southern border,” he charged. 

Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh were 
the respective rulers of the 
North and South Yemen that 
merged in a single state in May 
1990. In contrast to most Gulf 
states, their united country has 
a free Dress and an elected 


parliament. 

But as war rages in Yemen, 
the oil-rich countries have 
started to voice fears over their 
own interests. 

“As the edge of the GCC is 
on fire, a serious threat faces 
the southern Red Sea gateway 
as well as all the entire le- 
gion,” warned the Kuwaiti 
newspaper A1 Siyassah. 

But GCC mediation to halt 
the crisis has so far been “very 
shy,” acknowledged another 
Kuwaiti daily, A1 Rai A1 Aam. 

Despite the north’s advan- 
tage on the battlefield, the war 
could turn into a drawn-out 
crisis and trigger a flow of 
refugees into neighbouring 


Gulf states, U.S. envoy Robert 
Pelletreau warned on Satur- 
day. ■ 

The assistant secretary of 
state, who met President Saleh 
on Thursday in Sanaa, warned 
"there is no military solution.” 

Warning of the risks to the 
oil-rich region, he urged the 
conservative GCC states to 
help broker an end to the 
fighting in Yemen. 

The GCC issued a call from 
Riyadh for a ceasefire and cal- 
led for both rides to show 
restraint but Mr. Saleh, 
apparently scenting victory, 
ruled out Arab or international 
intervention to halt the fight- 
ing. 


.MEWS IN BRIEF 

Palestinians want to keep refugee camps 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A maj ority of P alesti- 
nians in the occupied territories believe their refugee crags 
should remain in place until a final settlement is reachy with 
the Israelis, a survey published Sunday showed. More than 58 
per cent favoured maintaining the 27 refugee camp ov er the 
scheduled five-year interim period of autonomy, tire Centre 
for Palestine Research and Studies found. Half of those 
-nonetheless wanted to see conditions uupiove in t he ove r- 
crowded camps of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. However, 
39 per cent p refe rr e d to transfer the 430,000 camp dwellers to 
new housing projects. Tire remainder voiced no opinion “the 
pofl carried out by the Nablus-based centre. About one nriffioa 
Palestinians are registered as refugees with the Uni ted N aticms 
Relief and Works Agency, but GO per cent live outside the 
camps. The April 19 survey found that nearly 37.8 per cent of 
Palestinians in the territories would vote for Yasser Arafat’s' 
Fateh if elections were held to an autonomy council now . In 
March, the centre’s poll registered 36.4 per cent support. 
Backing for the Islamist groups was stable at about 16 jper cent 
in the latest survey, winch questioned 2,006 Pal e sti nia ns and 
had a three per cent margin of error. 

Report: Israel to seek $5b from U.S. 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel asked the United States for $5 
billion in compensation to offset any security risks it could 
incur if a withdrawal is made from the Golan Heights aspart of 
a peace agreement with Syria, the Israeli daily Haaretz 
reported Sunday. Itamar Rabinovich, Isra el’s ambassador to 
Washington and the chief negotiator with Syria, declined to 
confirm or deny the report in an interview with army radio. Chi 
Friday, Israeli officials confirmed a Haaretz report that Israel 
asked the United States to provide billions of dollars in 
military supplies and intelligence equipment. 

Libyan pilgrims arrive in Egypt by camel 

CAIRO (R) — Libyan pilgrims travelling by camel train 
because of a U.N. baa on air traffic have crossed the border 
into Egypt on their way to Saudi Arabia for the annual Muslim 
. pilgrimage. General Hussein Fahmi of the Egyptian police 
said a caravan of 300 camels and pilgrims crossed at SoHum on 
Saturday and went to the Egyptian coastal city of Mans 
Matrouh, 1,000 kilometres west of Cairo. They will continue 
to Cairo on their way to Mecca. The pilgrims, in a statement 
carried by the Libyan news agency JANA, said that, because 
of the U.N. embargo on flights aimed at pressuring Libya into 
handing over two suspects in the 1988 Lockerbie airline 
bombing, they “had no choice other than going on camels.” 
JANA reported last week that Libyan ships had transported 
hundreds of pilgrims from neighbouring Algeria to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Latest Turkish crackdown kills 32 

ANKARA (AFP) — Thirty- one members of the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) and one Turkish soldier were 
killed in the latest crackdown by security forces in east and 
southeast Anatolia, officials said Saturday. News of the 
crackdown came as three bomb Masts rocked Istanbul, 
injuring one person and causing minor damage in the city’s 
European sector. The security forces launched their operation 
in the provinces of BingoJ, Sint, Hakkari, Tunceh, Diyarbakir 
and Acfiyaman, officials said in Diyarbakir, from where 
Ankara is coordinating its anti-separatist campaign against the 
PKK. The latest deaths occurred across Friday and Saturday, 
bringing to 77 the death toll from- incidents over the past week 
in die region. At least 1,400 people, more than 1,200 of them 
PKK fighters, have been killed in dashes since the start of the 
year according to calculations based on official reports. In all, 
the dashe s hav e claimed the lives of at least 12,084 people 
since the PKK began its armed rebellion in August 1964, 
triggering a series of retaliatory measures by the Turkish 
military. 

U.S. tourist stabbed near Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian stabbed 
and slightly wounded a U.S. tourist near the Jewish settlement 
of Betar south of Jerusalem, Palestinian sources said. They 
said the tourist, who was on a visit to Betar, went out for a 
walk and was attacked in the Palestinian village of Husan. His 
assailant bad fled, the sources said. The tourist, who was not 
named, was treated in Betar. The Israeli army detained 10 
suspects and imposed a curfew on Husan and the nearby 
Palestinian village of Nahalm, the sources added. 

Saudis to send Jumbos to fetch Bosnians 

SARAJEVO (R) — Saudi Arabia will send two Jumbo jets to 
Sarajevo to fly 500 Bosnian Muslims to Mecca so they can 
perform the pilgrimage, a U.N. spokesman said on Sunday. 
Major Dacre Holloway said the Serbs had agreed to allow the 
aircraft to fly into Sarajevo provided enough notice was given. 
Sarajevo airport is under United Nations control, but it fies in 
no-man’s land between Serb and Muslim front lines to the 
southwest of the city. U.N. sources said there was an element 
of nsk m allowing the giant planes to land at Sarajevo. No 
dates had lyet been set. Last week a German transport aircraft 
ranymg the new German ambassador to Bosnia was hit by 
three rounds of sniper fire from Serb positions as it came into 
land. The sight of two Saudi Jumbos sitting on the tarmac 
may prove too much of a temptation,” said a U.N. source. i 

Former head of Israeli military intelligence dies 

General Aharon Yariv, who 
served as head of military intelligence during the 1967 Middle 
pst war. died early Sunday. Yariv, 74, who suffered a stroke 

lSi S foT? m ^i r ’ •S« Bd of mil, 'tary intelligence from 

1964-1972, me uding the 1967 war. He was born in Moscow in 
1920, immigrated to fcrael in 1935 and joined the underground 

Jth Yedioth Ahronoth said that in 
1972 Yanv predicted that Egypt would decide to take military 
action against Israel the following year, when in fact Egypt j 

a SU , rpnSe a "? ck - A of the ruling Labour 

also served as transport minister and information 
minister. After retiring from military and political life in 1977, 
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St ioaqpfa Church Td. 624590. 
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771331. 

Ament— Orthodox Church Td. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied try the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Temperatures will drop slightly with 
winds appearing at different altitudes 
and winds becoming northwesterly 
light to active. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 
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Min ./Max. temp. ' 

Amman 9/23 

Aqaba 17 f 30 

Deserts 8/28 

Jordan Valley 14/29 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahra 820425 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 831039 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi 794788 

Dr. KhatilJbali 740740 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A] Ascnu pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salim pharmacy 636730 

Yacuub pharmacy 644945 

Shmckani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRfilD: 

Dr. Mohammad Al KJiahJi .... 273W9 
Alquds pharmacy (■— ) 

ZARQAs 


Dr. Yousef Haizallah 988075 

Khahfcft pharmacy 985417 

EE&EBCEBSCZES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Banks 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PUbTtC Sccttfily Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 877467 

Amman Munidpaliiy 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abddi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amu ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcoani 664 17 1/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AMVtuashcr Hospital 667227^ 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhaj'recn 777101/3 

AI-Bashir.J. Ashraftch 775111/26 

Army. Mnrfcj 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)9S3323 

Zaroa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hoqiiuil (09)<W190 


DtBIDt 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

lbn Al Nafcra Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

J9.-M Damascus (RJ) 

1M0 Jeddah (RJ) 


Ifc55 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

llsOO Beirut (RJ) 

UM New Delhi (RJ) 

I7:4S .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:55 Cairo (RJ) 

IWW Bangkok (RJ ) 

IMS Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

1*35 Cairo (MS) 

11:09 Khartoum (SD) 


Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

17dl® Rome (AZi 

19:45 Dubai (EM) 

81:38 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

'*■ f RJ) 

Amsterdam, Chicago (Rj) 

Frankfurt (rj) 

tendon (Rjj- 

5] : i5 Bahrain, Doha r RJ) 

Damascus (RJj 

Dubai, Muscat (Rjj 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

fiS Istanbul (TA) 

SSs Bcinrt (ME) 

2*0 — Cairo (MS) 

huaz railway train 

Pcp - AmiMa 8:00 every Monday 
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U.S. announces 1995 immigrant visa lottery 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The U.S. 
Government recently 
announced a visa lottery prog- 
ramme under which a specific 
mmiber of permanent resident 
TO^wiD be awarded in 1995 to 
eogibtc persons from areas of 
™ wond that have low im- 
migration rates to the United 
States. 

The^ visas awarded to win- 
n ers in the draw will be 
apportioned among six geog- 
raphic regions: Africa, Asia, 
Europe, North America, 
Oceania and South America. 

About 6,000 visas will be 
mrded to winning applicants 

from Asia, the geographic re- 
gion that extends from Biiad 
AJ -Sham to all North Pacific 
Islands, including Indonesia. 

To participate m the lottery, 
applicants must have at least a 
high school education or its 
equivalent or two years of 
work experience within the 
past five years in an occupation 
that requires at least two years 
of training or experience. 

Application is free. There is 
no special form. 

However, to qualify for par* 
tiripation in the random draw 
by computer, the detailed in- 
structions given below must be 
followed accurately to the last 
detail. 

The information required 
most be typed or clearly 
printed m English, on a sheet 
of plain paper which should 


include: the applicant's full 
name (family name first, 
underlined); the date of birth 
(day, month, year) and the 
place of birth (city, country) 
for both the applicant and for 
the spouse or any unmarried 
children under 21 yean of age 
who might also wish to immi- 
grate; the applicant’s full mail- 
ing address; the applicant's na- 
tive country if it differs from 
the country of birth; and the 
applicant's telephone number 
in Jordan, if available. 

The sheet of plain paper 
containing the above informa- 
tion must be put in a regular 
letter or business envelope 
which must be between IS cm 
to 25 cm in length and between 
9 cm to 11 cm in width. 

The upper left hand corner 
of the front of the envelope 
mnsi have ihc applicant's native 
country, followed on the next 
lines by the applicant’s full 
name and full mailing address. 

The envelope should be cor- 
rectly addressed to the exact 
numerical postal ZIP code 
covering the region of the 
world of which the applicant is 
a native. It is impor tant to use 
the correct postal “ZIP” code 
when you type or write the 
address of the region. 

Applications should be 
mailed to: 

DV-1 Program 
National Visa Center 
Portsmouth, N.H. 00210 
USA 


Applications must be re- 
ceived in the United States by 
regular airmail. Letters re- 
ceived by any other special or 
registered mail or delivery sys- 
tem such as express mail or 
messenger service will be dis- 
carded. 

Letters must be received at 
the correct address in the U.S. 
between June 1 and June 30, 
1994. Any letter received be- 
fore or after this period will 
also be discarded. 

Machine-readable visas 

The U.S. Embassy in Am- 
man also announced that it will 
begin issuing a new type of 
“machine-readable” visa as of 
Monday. 

Previously issued visas which 
have not yet expired will con- 
tinue to be valid and do not 
need to be replaced. 

This is not a change in the 
standards of eligibility for U.S. 
visas which will remain the 
same. 

The new machine-readable 
visas will incorporate a picture 
of each traveller. 

A current photograph of 
each applicant, including chil- 
dren, will be required with all 
visa applications. 

Applicants with family mem- 
bers listed in their passports 
should also be aware that each 
traveller will require a separate 
visa on a separate passport 
page. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

FILMS 

* FVm in Spanish entitled 
^’Daii Joan, Mi Querido 
Fantasma” at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre at 6 JO 
pjmu (TeL 613077). 

* Chilean Bn entitled “La 
EstaciOn Del Regreso” 
(The Return Stop) at the 
main theatre of the Royal 
Guttural Ceidre at 8:00 
p.m. (84 minute). 

* Film entitled “Les 
LUsns Daagereuses” at 

- the French Cultural Cen- 
tre at HO pjo. 

BALLET 

"fr BaDet performance by Al- 
AMiya School for Girls 
stndents at the main 
theatre of the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 4:00 
PJB. 

LECTURE 

ft Lecture in Arabic entitled 
“The Political and Econo- 
mic Aspects of liberal 
Democracy” by Dr. 
Hazem Al B&awi at Abdul 
Hamewi Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabai Amman at 
6:00 p-m. 

ARAB POETS 
GATHERING 

☆ Poetry recital by Arab 
poets at the Phoenix Gal- 
lery for Ait and Culture at 
7.-00 pjn. (Tel. 695291). 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition of Ikebana the 
traditional Japanese art of 
Bower arranging at the 
Marriott Hold. 

ft Exhibition of water colour 
paintings by artist Uab 
Hre3> and another exhibi- 
tion of ceramics by Sqjlda 
Ehneshiekhi at Ain Art 
Gallery in Wadi Saqra 
CTeL 644451, 652823). 

ft Exhibition by artist Hebni 
ELTouni at Baladna Art 

. Gallery (TeL 687598). 

•Sr Spring exhibition of 
“Artists Expressions in 
WooL” the Ban! Hamida 
project of art works and 
rugs at the Jordan Con- 
tractors Association Build- 
ing in Abdonn (Tel. 
612169). 

ft “Spring Exhibition” 
(quilts, cushions, lamp 
shades,.. .etc) at the 
Zawddeh villa, opposite 
the Contractor's Associa- 
tion in Abdonn (Tel. 
656172). 

ft Exhibition of silk paintings 
by artist Sonad Nemeh 
Akronk at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by 
artists WaOd Sheet and. 
Nazem Hamcd at Aim Art 
GaBery (Tel. 639303). 

ft Art exhibition by Bashar 
Ibrahim at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by five 
E gy ptian artists at Darat 
AJ Fumm of the Abdul 
Hsuneed Shoman Founda- 
tion m Jflbd Luwribdeh. 
Also showing “pernw* 
neat” exhibition of “ 

Arab contemporary artists 

(TeL 643251/2). 


Waldheims visit NHF, RSS 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Visiting former Austrian presidenl Kurt Wal- 
dheim and his wife Sunday visited Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) and met with Inam Mufti, Her Majesty Queen Noor's advisor 
on development, planning and international relations for the founda- 
tion and NHF staff. Dr. Waldheim was briefed on the f oundation's 
projects in various pans of the Kingdom, and he expressed apprecia- 
tion of NHFs endeavours. M$. Muni said that NHF was maintaining 
dose cooperation with international organisations and U.N. agencies 
which continue to provide the foundation with technical and material 
assistance. Dr. Waldheim and bis accompanying delegation also 
Sunday visited the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) and met its 
President Hani al Mulki and his senior assistants. 



The realism of Nazem Hamed 

Fervent followers 
of classical realism 


By lan Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The land of 
Iraq, and Baghdad in particu- 
lar, is known for having de- 
veloped a level of excellence 
in the arts and culture rarely 
equalled by its Arab neigh- 
bour countries, and it is prob- 
ably fair to say that the tech- 
nical level of mastery on 
paint and canvas displayed by 
the Iraqi painters Walid 
Sheet and Nazem Hamed in 
at the Alia Art Gallery in 
Amman exemplifies such ex- 
cellence. 

“Technique itself is a big 
thing for me,” says Mr. 
Sheet. “Sometimes you can 
have an excellent idea or 
concept for a painting — but 
if your technique is not top- 
notch, you will fail to com- 
municate that idea to your 
viewer in its full strength." 

The two artists, who are 
for the most part fervent fol- 
lowers of classical realism, 
said that they chose to exhibit 
their works together because 
they share a similar artistic 
style and focus. 

If they could be criticised 
for one thing, it is that in 
their strict quest for classical 
and technical perfection, 
neither artist seems to have 
developed a particularly defi- 
nite original imprint he could 
call his own. 

“Mr. Hamed and myself 
both believe that realism is 


the base,” explained Mr. 
Sheet in defence. An artist 
who has mastered the realis- 
tic style and its demanding 
challenges, he said, will have 
acquired the capabilities to 
pursue any other style or 
concept which he wishes, 
“but on the other hand, you 
see many abstract artists who 
can do very good work — but 
they cannot do a realistic 
painting.” 

Their works in this exhibi- 
tion are in the main, tradi- 
tional, romantic Middle East- 
ern subjects — the desen, the 
streets of the old town quar- 
ters, bedouins and villagers 
of Iraq, and that most tradi- 
tional and primeval of all 
Middle Eastern symbols — 
the horse. 

“As a child,' says Mr. 
Hamed, “I lived in the 
countryside, and my grand- 
father owned many horses, so 
I grew up with them,” and 
ever since, he sajrs, he has 
been moved by their inherent 
nobility, action and dynam- 
ism of shape and motion. 

Above all other subjects 
which he paints, said Mr. 
Hamed, “it is the desert 
which particularly inspires 
me — it never fails to give me 
a feeling of freedom and 
strength." 

The exhibition of the two 
artists’ work, which opened 
on May 4, will continue 
through May 1).. 


PERSONAL SECRETARY 

Regional Manager For An American Company 
Needs A Secretary. 

Candidates Should Possess A Good Command Of 
English 8c Arabic Both Written 8c Spoken, Typing 8c 
Word Processor, Experience is Needed. 


For Interview, Cal! : 680919 , From 9:30 am - 1 :80 run 



* 



Conflict resolution symposium begins 


Majali urges cooperation by government heads 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Sunday presides over 
the opening of a five-day meeting on “Strategic Manage- 
ment and Conflict Resolution*' (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Sunday urged heads of govern- 
ment departments and secre- 
taries general of ''arious minis- 
tries to work jointly for the 
common national interest and 
help their country cope with 
what he called “strategic de- 
velopments" currently being 
witnessed by the Middle East 
region. 

Jordan is facing immense 
challenges far greater than 
those encountered in the past, 
and it is incumbent on heads of 
government offices to trans- 
cend personal differences and 
work in unison for the common 
goal, said the prime minister in 
opening a five-day symposium 
entitled “Strategic Manage- 
ment and Conflict Resolu- 


tions. ” 

Organised by the Institute of 
Public Administration in coop- 
eration with the U.S. institu- 
tion Search For Common 
Ground, the symposium is de- 
signed to enable the public 
administration institutions in 
Jordan to promote coordina- 
tion and encourage creative 
elements to help development, 
according to die organisers. 

The peace process is ex- 
pected to bring about many 
changes and developments in 
the region which will eventual- 
ly have a major impact on 
strategies, thinking methods of 
decision-making and institu- 
tional management, said ibe prime 
minister. 

A Middle East peace with all 
that it entails in development 


at various levels should moti- 
vate Jordanian institutions to 
upgrade their performance at 
the social, economic and admi- 


nistrative levels, said Dr. Ma- 
jali. 

He said that the participants 
in the symposium are called on 


to discuss strategic issues re- 
lated to institutional manage- 
ment, management of water 
resources ana services, hand- 
ling of the state’s funds and 
information, the decentralisa- 
tion programme as well as the 
impact of peace on Jordan and 
neighbouring states. 

At the outset of the meeting 
held at the Royal Scientific 
Society, Zuheir A) Kayed, 
director general of the Institue 
of Public Administration, re- 
viewed the general topics to be 
discussed by the participants 
over the coming five days, not- 
ing that social, economic, tech- 
nological and political issues 
related to their offices will be 
reviewed and advanced means 
of overcoming problems would 
be discussed. 


Panel begins work on converting JEA into commercial entity 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A committee is 
preparing the groundwork to 
convert the status of the Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) from an autonomous 
authority to that of a commer- 
cial entity operating under the 
Companies Law, a senior JEA 
official said Sunday. 

The proposed change of sta- 
tus comes in line with a recom- 
mendation by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank, which are super- 
vising an economic restructur- 
ing programme aimed at opti- 
mum utilisation of resources 
and optimum accountability of 
state-owned entities. 

The World Bank and the 
Japanese government are pro- 
viding two loans of S80 million 


each to improvise the King- 
dom's energy sector and in- 
crease efficiency. 

Walid Jaouni, deputy 
director-general of the JEA. 
said the committee, which in- 
cludes representatives of con- 
cerned departments, started 
work following a decision by 
the Council of Ministers about 
a month ago to change the 
status of the authority, which is 
burdened with heavy debts. 

“We will have a better pic- 
ture of the situation in a few 
weeks time as the committee 
gets ahead in its work,” Mr. 
Jaouni told the Jordan Times. 
In general, there will be a 
change in the methods of op- 
erations and administration, he 
said. _ 

The change in status is ex- 
pected to be completed before 


the end of this year. 

At present, JEA functions 
under the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources and, by 
virtue of its monopoly in the 
energy sector, is linked with 
many other ministries and gov- 
ernment departments. The net 
government equity in the au- 
thority stood at JD79 million at 
the end of 1993. 

Under the government deci- 
sion. the authority will be 
transformed as a full commer- 
cial entity with operational in- 
dependence, but there will not 
be any change of ownership 
since the government already 
owns the entity. 

‘The idea is to convert the 
company as a public sharehold- 
ing company under the Com- 
panies Law,” said a senior 


official. “The marked differ- 
ence the entity will have with 
other public shareholding com- 
panies is all its shares will be 
owned by the government.” 

This would mean, among 
other things, full accountability 
of power used by all govern- 
ment departments, which will 
have to set aside specific 
allocations for settling their 
dues to the new entity. 

Under present arrange- 
ments, many government de- 
partments have little, if any, 
accounting for power con- 
sumption and entries in books 
are adjusted against dues from 
and payments to the JEA. 

Demand for electricity in the 
Kingdom is estimated to have 
grown by an average of 7.S per 
cent in 1993. 


Like Royal Jordanian, the 
national carrier, which is on its 
way to eventual privatisation, 
the JEA is also ranked as a 
profit-generating entity, but 
debts are straining the com- 
pany's resources and wiping 
out operational profits. 

The JEA’s total assets are 
estimated at JD339 million. 
The authority, which employs 
around 2,100 people, posted 
gross revenues of about JD110 
million in 1993, of which 
JD108 million came from ener- 
gy sales. It posted an oper- 
ational profit in 1993, but the 
cost of debt servicing and a 
write-off against part of 
acnimnhtftri losses — esti- 
mated around JD28 million — 
deprived it of net profit, final 
figures for the year have not 
been released yet. 


Pilgrims arrive in Medina 


AMMAN (J.T.) — All Jorda- 
nian pilgrims heading for Mec- 
ca for this year’s Haj have now 
arrived in Medina and are all 
reported in good health, 
according to Mohammad Kha- 
tib, head of the pilgrimage 
mission accompanying this 
year’s groups from the King- 
dom. 

Mr. Khatib said some of the 
pilgrims, most of them elderly, 
have been visiting the medial 
clinic affiliated to the mission 
and were provided with die 
appropriate medical treatment 
by the physicians there. 

According to Mahmoud Al 
Shahed, head of the medical 
team, there are no Jordanian 
pilgrims requiring hospitalisa- 
tion, and if so, arrangements 
have been made to admit them 
to hospitals in Mecca or Medi- 
na. 

Dr. Shaheci ,s teamed with 
an integrated group of special- 
ists and general practitioners 
and nurses accompanying the 
pilgrims to all the holy sites to 
be visited during the pilgrim- 
age. 

Mr. Khatib said that the 


would stay in Medina 
ir five days before beading to 
Mecca where they will join up 
with pilgrims from other coun- 
tries for the final religious rites 
preceding the Eid Al Adha 
(feast of sacrifice) expected on 
May 20. 

The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs has .made 
arrangements for transporting 
the pilgrims by buses supplied 
by 73 local transport com- 
panies and has arranged also 
for their lodging in Medina and 
Mecca. 

According to the ministry, 
Muslim countries can send pil- 
grims to Mecca at the rate of 
1,000 for every million inhabi- 
tants in implementation of a 
resolution taken by a meeting 
of the Organisation of Islamic 
Countries (OIC). 

A ministry official here de- 
clined to give the actual num- 
ber of pilgrims going to Mecca 
this year, but he noted that the 
quota of pilgrims for Jordan 
normally includes those from 
the occupied Palestinian lands 
in addition to those from the 
Kingdom. 


PLO delays naming authority 


(Continued from page 1) 

adviser, Ahmad Tibi, told 
Israel army radio from Tunis. 

Mr. Rabin is opposed to the 
creation of an independent 
Palestinian state. Mr. Rabin's 
Labour Party favours an even- 
tual confederation between 
Jordan and the Palestinian en- 
tity. 

‘No refugee numbers’ 

, Israel has not made any 
promises to the PLO on how 
many Palest-nians displaced in 
the 1967 Middle East war will 
be allowed to return, an Israeli 
negotiator said Saturday. 

Negotiations on the return 
of refugees are to begin next 
months, and Israel’s right-wing 


opposition has voiced fears 
that the result will be a massive 
influx of Palestinian . to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli negotiator Yoel Sin- 
ger said the accord signed in 
Cairo calls for the establish- 
ment of a committee to deal 
with the 1967 refugees. Israel, 
the Palestinians, Jordan and 
Egypt will send representa- 
tives. 

Asked whether Israel had 
committed itself to any num- 
bers of eligible returnees, Mr. 
Singer told Israel Radio: “None 
whatsoever.” 

According to Israeli figures, 
some 200,000 Palestinians fled 
in the war, while the PLO says 
some 875,000 could be eligible 
to return. 



THE ITALIAN LANGUAGE CENTRE 


ANNOUNCES THE STARTING OF 


* Arabic courses for foreigners on 
15/5/1994 to be held twice a week 
Sunday and Tuesday from 4 - 6 p.m. 
for a period of a month and a haif. 


* Itaiian course for beginners on 
15/5/1994 every Tuesday. Thursday 
and Sunday. , from 6 - 8 p.m. for 2 
months and a half. 


Information & Registration at the Italian 
Language Centre, Shmeisani, near 
Birds 1 Garden. 

Tel : 669348 
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Atmosphere for results 

THE HITHERTO long-awaited 11th session of the 
Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Committee ended 
Friday on a “happy note” when Prime Minister 
Abdul Safatm M^jali and his Egyptian counterpart 
Atef Sedkf signed the minutes of the two-day 
meetings. 

The agenda of the meeting covered a wide range 
of topics that included, inter alia, the “endorse- 
ment” of the Cairo PLO-Israel accord on limited 
self-rale in Gaza and Jericho after describing the 
ceremony as a step in the direction of a just, 
comprehensive and lasting peace in the area. Tins 
much was expected of the two sides since Cairo has 
not only hosted the si gning of the PLO-Iandi- 
agreement but, to a considerable extent, brokered it 
as weO. 

Jordan’s decision to attend the signing ceremony 
signified its “acceptance” of the deal even though 
we were not highly impressed by its terms, to say 
the least. 

But where the meeting between the two prime 
ministers seems to break new ground is over the 
extent of cooperation in the economic, transport, 
education, energy and tourism fields. 

Take for example the agreement to create a task 
force to draw up a joint mechanism to deal with, 
and presumably agree on, regional and internation- 
al economic concerns. This is indeed a real chal- 
lenge and jnd^Dg by the tone of the agreement on 
it, Amman and Cairo have only committed them- 
selves to develop a futur i stic approach to iL The 
same treatment was accorded to the future course of 
the E gypiian -Jor da a ia n Company for Investment 
and De ve lopment. As for the 1992 co m mercial 
protocol, the two parties again agreed to pursue its 
goal without mdicating how exactly. Even when it 
came to the list of items that would be exempted 
from customs, both prime ministers merely agreed 
that a joint trade committee would meet in two 
months’ time to pnt the final touches on such a list. 

More or less, the same rhetoric characterised the 
agreements on the other subjects be they on 
industrial in tegr at ion, energy sharing and develop- 
ment, agriculture cooperation, the Arab Maritime 
Bridge Company, exchange of students at the 
university level or tourism. Perhaps it was too much 
to expect the two prime ministers to come up with 
more concrete agreements since the detailed and 
technical work necessary for any such pacts would 
need much more than two working days. 

What is possible to achieve, and quickly, howev- 
er, is a new Egyptian initiative towards facilitating 
travel by Jordanians into Egypt, whether for 
tourism, study or business. Many Jordanians have 
been and stffl are treated in the most unfriendly 
ways by Egyptian authorities at entry points to that 
country, according to eyewitness and press reports 
heard and pubfished here. This type of treatment 
does not rec ip roc a te that received by tens of 
tho usands of Egyptians at bonier points in this 
country. We therefore urge our brothers in Egypt to 
rectify tiiis injustice promptly and, in the future, 
not to let political disputes have their toD on 
ordinary citizens from either country. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RA1 Arabic daily Sunday criticised the Arab League for 
failing to take firm steps to deal with the Yemeni civil war in 
which it has caused wide scale destruction and immense loss of 
life. The Arab League should have taken practical and 
immediate steps to end the fighting and convene a meeting 
between the leaders of the north and south Yemen to discuss 
the situation, said the daily. Jordan played an active role alone 
at the start of the dispute between the Yemeni leaders and 
tried hard and sometimes unassisted to put an end to 
differences in views, said the daily. It said that Jordan's efforts 
should have been followed up by the Arab League which is 
largely responsible for maintaining brotherly ties among Arab 
states and for keeping the peace in the Arab World, ft is 
saddening to see the Yemeni leaders' differences going out of 
control and exploding into a war which can only destroy 
Yemen and the Yemeni people, said the daily. It expressed 
hope that these leaders would soon resort to reason and accept 
mediation of honest Arabs to find a lasting solution to their 
problem. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday criticised 
trade protocol signed by Jordan and Egypt Friday as limiting 
the scope of trade between the two countries. Tareq Masar- 
weh said that two neighbouring and sister states should have 
ooen borders and free trade similar to trade either country 
conducts with other nations of the world The writer said that 
regardless of . the nice words used by the two sides at then 
meetings and the press conference summing up the delibera- 
tions" of the Higher Joint Committee, Jordanian nationals 
continue to receive mistreatment by the Egyptian authorities 
at airports and Nuweibeh in Sinai during their travel to and 
from Egypt, be pointed out. 


The slow march of peace 


By Valerie Yoke 

THE KILLING by a fanatical 
Jewish settler of 29 Palesti- 
nians at the Ibrahimi Mosque 
in Hebron in Februaiy led to 
the suspension of negotiations 
by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
gravely complicated the 
already troubled Middle East 
peace process. Die Hebron 
massacre, followed by the kill- 
ing of Palestinians by Israeli 
soldiers in the ensuing confu- 
sion and then the hardships of 
curfew and the closure of the 
occupied territories, further 
undermined the dwindling cre- 
dibility of the PLO leadership 
and increased the sense of dis- 
illusion among Palestinians 
with a peace process which had 
brought no tangible gain and 
threatened to increase the dan- 
gers to them. The view was 
widespread that the peace pro- 
cess had been derailed. 

However, the Hebron 
tragedy may also have had an . 
unintended, positive affect in 
die sense that it has forced the 
intractable issue of Jewish set- 
tlements onto the Israeli- 
Palestiman and international 
agendas and provided a timefy 
reminder rtmt dangerous fana- 
ticism is to be found among 
Israelis as weQ as the Palesti- 
nians. The international com- 
munity has been compelled to 
act to get the PLO back to 
negotiations and is committed 
to help provide security 
guarantees for the Palestinians 
under occupation. 

In the process, it is having to 
confront the difficulty of sus- 
taining momentum behind a 
process based on an accord 
which, both in its political and 
its economic aspects, reflects 
the asymmetries between the 
militarily powerful Israel and 
the Palestinians and is skewed 
in favour of the stronger party. 
As Israel, with the help of the 
U.S. administration, sought to 
entice the PLO back to the 
talks, tiie requirement was for 
a formula which did not farther 
weaken the position of the 
PLO leader, Yasser Arafat, in 
the occu p i e d territories, but 
winch permitted Israel's Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
argue that the Declaration of 
Principles (DoP) adopted at- 
the start of the present round 
of negotiations remains intact. 

Against the backdrop of the 
resulting Hebron agreement 
providing for an international 
observer force in the city, and 
then the revenge killing of IS 
Israelis by extremist Palesti- 
nians in Asbod, Afula and 
Hadera, escalating in violence 
on both sides, and the indefi- 
nite closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza, can fresh momen- 
tum be injected into the peace 
talks? Can the peace process 
currently under way satisfy 
Israeli and Palestinian mim- 
mnm demands and lead to an 
overall settlement? 

From Madrid to Oslo 

The convening of the Mad- 
rid peace confe ren ce in Octo- 
ber 1991 r epresented a break- 
through in a long history of 
effort to resolve the Arab- 
Israeti conflict and die Palesti- 
nian problem, and as such con- 
stituted a si g n ifican t achieve- 
ment for the U.S. administra- 
tion. It established the princi- 
ple of direct negotiations and 
was the first time that all the 
Arab parties (including die 
Palestinians) sat round the 
negotiating table. The 22 
months of talks that followed 
also produced achievements 
which were neither foreseeable 
nor guaranteed and still remain 
barely acknowledged. The 
Palestinians won tacit Amer- 
ican and Israeli acceptance of 
the PLO as their dedsioo-mak- 
ing authority and Israel's for- 
mal acquiescence in the parti- 
cipation of diaspora Palesti- 
nians in the multilateral talks. 
The parties became acquainted 
with each other’s p erceptions, 
sensitivities, goals and “bot- 
tom-lines”. For Israel, prog- 
ress cm the multilateral track 
exceeded wildest expectations. 
Indeed, the Madrid process, 
both in bilateral and in multi- 
lateral forums, helped to cre- 
ate the environment which 
gave birth to t£e Oslo channel 
and contributed to the 
framework for the internation- 
al aid effort to the Palestinians 
— - now viewed as vital for 
continued momentum. 


ated by the ceremony of Mad- 
rid and the election of a 
Labour-led government in 
Israel in 1992, the talks had 
ground to a halt by summer 
1993 after 11 rounds. There 
were serious flaws in the pro- 
cess. The Madrid terms of re- 
ference reflected Israeli condi- 
tions for negotiations and 
amounted to humiliating con- 
cessions by die Palestinians, 
who were weak in the after- 
math of Iraq's defeat and the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 
The formal goal of the process 
was a comprehensive peace, 
bat the terms of reference 


made no link between the 
separate bilateral tracks, there- 
by enabling Israel potentially 
to play one Arab patty aga i ns t 
another, the different tuning of 
the Falestinian-Israeti talks — 
Israel and the Palestinians 
were to negotiate a transitional 
phase without knowing the 
destination of the process 
while Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non were to conclude a final 
settlement with Israel as quick- 
ly as possible — further under- 
mined the principle of compre- 
bensivity. Despite its commit- 
ment in hs letter of assurance 
to the Palestinians to act as an 
honest broker', the Bush admi- 
nistration showed little inclina- 
tion to help the parties to 
agree. The ultimate authority 
of the PLO, which was barred 
from direct participation, de- 
. traded from the legitimacy of 
the Palestinian negotiators 
who could not make conces- 
sions. These short-comings 
produced stalemate at the 
Washington talks and con- 
vinced Israeli and PLO leaders 
— when they were both ready 
for serious negotiations in 
spring 1993 — to use the sepa- 
rate channel already secretly 
established in Norway for 
direct talks between the PLO 
and IsraeL 

The Oslo breakthrough 

, Following eight months of 
secret, parallel talks in Oslo 
and elsewhere, Israel and the 
PLO unexpectedly reached 
agreement in August on li- 
mited Palestinian self-govern- 
ment in Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. The 
signing of the Declaration of 
Piraiples in Washington on 
Sept. 13, 1993 was preceded by 
mutual recognition between 
the PLO and Israel — a 
monumental breakthrough in 
Israel’s relations with the 
Palestinians and in Middle 
East politics. In recognising 
the PLO as the legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinians, 
Yitzhak Rabin’s government 
not only recognised the Palesti- 
nians indite and outside the 
occupied territories as a 
national grouping with a right 
to leadership, but also that the 
struggle between the Palesti- 
nians and Israel over the same 
land lies at the core of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The historic handshake be- 
tween sworn enemies carried 
an emotional appeal that 
breathed new life into the stal- 
led peace talks. The key to the 
Oslo formula's success was the 
parties' understanding that 
they would have to create then- 
own dynamic — the stalemated 
Washington talks bad demons- 
trated that negotiations do not 
necessarily take on a momen- 
tum of their own. The PLO 
and Israel recognised that a 
fresh step was required on 
their part — reciprocal, de- 
liberate and public — towards 
reconciliation representing a 
co mmi tment both by Palesti- 
nian and by Israeli leaderships 
to peace. But there were other 
factors that contributed to the 
deal's timing ! 

— The Washington talks, 
where the participants were 
inserting demands that prod- 
ded the Oslo negotiators into 
finding an alternative formula; 

— Tne replacement in Israel 
in 1992 of Yitzhak Shamir’s 
government with its ideological 
commitment to the land of 
Israel by a Labour-led govern- 
ment, whose leaders were 
committed to accelerating the 
peace process; 

— The weakening position 
of the PLO which faced finan- 
cial collapse and international 
marginalisation as a result of 
Arafat’s support for Saddam 
Hussein; 

— And the diplomatic skills 
of the Norwegian team. 

While mutual recognition 
marked a historic turning-point 
in their relations, the Israeli 
and PLO leaderships had, in 
effect, embarked on a political 
gamble. Die process they 
started in signing the DoP was 
based on a shared virion of 
hope for the future which had 
to be transferred to their own 
publics and to Arab neigh- 
bours — both leaders and peo- 
ple — and to gam their support 
if the process was to continue. 
The declaration aims to estab- 
lish ‘a Palestinian interim self- 
government authority, the 
elected council, for the Palesti- 
nian people in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip for a transition- 
al period not exceeding five 
yeah leading to a permanent 
settlement base d on Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338’. Thus the agreement, 
widely praised as the best that 
could be achieved at the time, 
is not a peace accord but a 
declaration of principles, pro- 
viding a framework for further 
negotiated agreements and a 
tight timetable for imple- 
mentation. The scope of the 
principles, both ambiguous 
and limited enough to permit 
the parties to agree to them, 
inevitably contained the seeds 
of future difficulties. 


Die declaration only con- 
cerns interim seif-government 
— a first phase in a two-phase 
settlement — and as such 
leaves the most controversial 
questions of the Jewish settle- 
ments, refugees, Jerusalem 
and the final status of the 
occupied territories to be 
negotiated in the 1996-99 
period. And while the text 
mentions U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions 242 and 338, no 
mterprefation is offered, there- 
by allowing each party to con- 
tinue to interpret those resolu- 
tions differently. These ambi- 
guities have created strong 
opposition among Israeli right- 
wingers who see the accord as 
a sell-out because its logical 
conclusion, they believe, will 
be a Pales tinian state; and — 
quite apart from Hamas and 
the Palestinian rejectiomsts in 
Damascus who oppose the 
whole Madrid process — a 
growing number of Arafat 
loyalists also criticise it because 
it does not include an Israeli 
renunciation to its claim to the 
occupied territories and has 
provided Israel with tune to 
consolidate the settlements. In 
short, the Palestinians fear that 
the DoFs implementation will 

diminish chances of gaining 
control over their land. 

Die Implementation of the 
DoP is therefore the test. 

Both sides know that potting 
flesh on the bones of the out- 
line agreement will influence 
toe shape of the permanent 
settlement The PLO wants to 
ensure that no step is taken 
that forecloses its goals of an 
independent state. It wants to 
secure symbols and some ele- 
ments of sovereignty which 
migh t make this outcome more 
likely, and in the present pro- 
vide hope to Palestinians of a 
better future, thereby shoring 
up their support Israel insists 
that its seomty needs are met, 
while seeking to ensure that a 
future Palestinian entity is 
joined in confederation with 
Jordan. The PLO wants to 
break out of the mould of two 
phases and introduce an ele- 
ment of final status negotia- 
tion, but Israel insists on phas- 
ing, as a form of trial, before 
moving on. Thus the peace 
talks have become a contest. 

The conundrum is this. PLO 
and Israeli leaders both want 
momentum towards peace to 


Yitzhak Rabin walked with 
President BUI Qmton across 
the White House lawn to make 
their symbolic handshake, the 
impression conveyed was one 
of adversary partners invested 
in a process of reconciliation. 
Mutual recognition signalled 
reciprocity. For a brief mo- 
ment the international com- 
munity was reminded that for 
all Israel's military strength, h 
has only won battles and not 
the war; that the Arab parties 
remain undefeated, with imre- 
solved grievances; and that as a 
result of the intifada Israel had 
recognised that the political 
question of the Palestinians 
was not amenable to a military 
solution. Peace would have to 
be negotiated. 

On tiiis analysis, neither the 
Madrid peace talks nor the 
talks stemming from Oslo con- 
stitute a normal peace confer- 
ence where the winners invite 
the losers to discuss settlement 
terms. Instead, a resolution of 
the d i fferences of the undefe- 
ated parties is expected to in- 
volve concessions by both 
sides. However, in its talks 
with the Palestinians Israel 
bolds all the cards. It has the 
advantage of being a state and 
a formidable military power — 
backed by the United States — 
whose leadership can torn to 
democratic institutions 
through which to conduct a 
dialogue with the body politic. 
It controls Palestinian territory 
and the daily lives of its inhabi- 
tants. Yasser Arafat's starting 
point is much weaker. The 
PLO is a liberation movement 
— with no military clout and 
economically bankrupt — 
trying to achieve statehood, its 
leadership is still based outside 
the territories of a future 
-Palestinian entity, while the 
people it represents are partly 
inside and partly scattered in 
the diaspora. As the Madrid 
terms of reference, the DoP 
and its economic protocols and 
the February Cairo accord 
make dear, negotiations with- 
in the context of this asymmet- 
rical relationship have served 
to strengthen Israel and to put 
the PLO at a dear disadvan- 
tage- 

The fact is that, although 
Prime Minister Rabin's Labour 
Party has made the unthink- 
able decision to negotiate 
peace on the basis of territorial 


After Hebron, Mr. Rabin’s dile mm a is more 
acute, partly because the domestic public mood 
against settlers is becoming more hardline while 
the settlers themselves are staking out their own 
position. 


be mam tamed but know tangi- 
ble benefits most be won for 
their constituencies if they are 
to maintain support. However, 
both are aware that their scope 
for manoeuvre in making the 
compromises necessary to 
reassure each other and main- 
tain momentum is circums- 
cribed by the need to maintain 
cruhbOjty with their suppor- 
ters and to minimise opposi- 
tion to tile process. 

The expectation that the 
negotiations would involve 
hard bargaining and brink- 
manship over continuing irre- 
concilable demands meant that 
die difficulties encountered 
from the outset of the Taba 
talks last October came as no 
surprise. Divergent views on 
who would maintain control of 
international border crossings 
into the autonomous Palesti- 
nian areas, the security to be 
provided for Jewish settlers, 
the size of Jericho, and the 
tinting of the release of politic- 
al prisoners emanated m part 
from the ambiguities in, and 
omissions from, the DoP, but 
also from negotiating tactics. 
The talks assumed a pattern — 
chequered by mini-crises as 
each side jockeyed for posi- 
tion. Die flagging process was 
sustained when Yasser Arafat 
acquiesced in most of Israel's 
demands on security issues in a 
partial agreement reached in 
Cairo in February, thereby 
paving the way for final details 
to be worked out on Israeli 
military withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho. 

Those details were worked 
out in Cairo before the signing 
of the self-rule accord last 
Wednesday. 

In the wake of the Hebron 
massacre, the PLO had no 
choice but to suspend the talks. 
Alter five months of negotia- 
tions. the process had failed to 
produce tangible results; it was 
increasingly vulnerable to cri- 
tics and had been described by 
Arafat himself as losing credi- 
bility. The effect of the mas- 
sacre and its aftermath has 
been to underscore the structu- 
ral problems inherent in the 
process and the need for these 
to be addressed if negotiations 
are to result in the conclusion 
of stable agreements. 

The problem of asymmetry 

When Yasser Arafat and 


compromise, the Israeli gov- 
ernment has made no such 
commitment, and if left to it- 
self is under no pressure to 
make concessions that would 
come near to the minimum 
requirements of the Palesti- 
nians. This leaves Yasser Ara- 
fat with the unpalatable choice 
of either agreeing to Israeli 
terms; or engaging in prot- 
racted talks to wrest mainly 
symbolic gestures, which was 
the position until the Hebron 
Mosque massacre; or rejecting 
Israeli positions and postpon- 
ing the negotiations until Israel 
unilaterally makes more sub- 
stantial concessions — the tac- 
tic adopted after Hebron to try 
and gain protection for the 
Palestinians in line with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
904. 

The challenge for the 
Palestinians 

This leads to the related 
problem of the weakness of the 
PLO and Israeli leaderships. 
Common to both Palestinian 
and Israeli negotiators is the 
tension between the competing 
needs to reassure each other of 
their commitment to the pro- 
cess and to maintain the sup- 
port of their own domestic 
constituents. In theory Israel, 
as the stronger party, has more 
scope for manoeuvre in forging 
the balance. In practice, 
however, the Palestinians have 
little to give, while Israel is also 
reluctant to concede more than 
the mutual recognition agreed. 
With both leaderships anxious 
to maintain momentum behind 
the process in which they have 
so great a stake. Israel has 
been adept at talking tough 
and getting its way. The result 
has been to diminish Support 
for the peace process in the 
occupied territories as well as 
the PLO’s standing there at a 
time when the prospect of a 
political transition has exacer- 
bated long-standing criticism 
of Mr. Arafat's leadership, 
generated fierce debate within 
the Palestinian body politic on 
the form of governance in a 
Palestinian entity, and un- 
leashed a power struggle with- 
in the Palestinian movement. 

Acknowledging that the im- 
plementation of tile DoP rep- 
resents a special challenge for 
the Palestinians, Nabil Shaath, 
a leading PLO negotiator, has 


said that the test of the accord 
will be the Palestinians* ability 
to implement it on the ground 
— to cater to the public's 
needs, to provide governance, 
assure national unity and pro- 
vide economic opportunities 
and social justice. But many 
Palestinians would argue that 
the PLO is failing to effect the 
transition as depicted by Dr. 
Shaath, and that the fault lies 
with Mr. Arafat. The scale and 
public manifestations of the 
criticism have caused growing 
concern. 

— The protest has its roots 
in the way the PLO chairman 
pushed tiie accord through 
PLO institutions, and a general- 
concern that the implementa- 
tion of self-rule as provided for 
in die DoP is laying the ground 
for a new system of Israeli 
control rather than for Palesti- 
nian independence — unless 
the PLO can gain more areas 
of control than originally set 
out for it (which it did not). 
Doubts as to Arafat’s ability to 
achieve this, underscored by 
tiie conclusion of the Februaiy 
Cairo accord — regarded by 
most Palestinians as represent- 
ing a capitulation to Israeli 
terms — have widened opposi- 
tion against him, eyen among 
those who originally supported 
the DoP. The dissidents want 
to see better planning for the 
talks and the involvement of all 
Palestinians in the building of 
the Palestinian national au- 
thority. 

— Dissent over Mr. Arafat’s 
autocratic leadership is not 
new, but die public form it has 
recently taken is unpre- 
cedented. Die Chairman’s cri- 
tics sense that he is incapable 
of discarding the mentality of a 
revolutionary leader in favour 
of tire magmatic governance 
required to build a state, and 
that his failure to adapt could 
cost tiie Palestinians tins his- 
toric opportunity. Mr. Arafat’s 
apparent determination to 
hold on to the reins of power, 
his reluctance to A»!pgate au- 
thority to newly established 
institutions, such as the Palesti- 
nian Economic Council for De- 
velopment and Reconstruction 
(PECDAR), his use of the 


i through patronage and 
his habit of playing senior PLO 
officials off against each other 
are all cited as undermining 
national unity and damaging to 
the task of state-building. 

— The growing dissent is 
reflected in die power-struggle 
under way within Fateh, be- 
tween Fateh and other political 
groups, and between PLO 
leaders in Tunis and those in 
the occupied territories. The 
political manoeuvring and 
rivalries are all tyurptomatic of 
die chan g in g nature of Palesti- 
nian politics since Oslo and 
reflect die political ambitions 
of members of die Palestinian 
political class as they seek to 
adapt. 

As a result of this severe 
friction in the Palestinian body 
politic, many Palestinians 
agree that the unintended con- 
sequence of the Oslo accord 
and the internal debate it has 
triggered may be to undermine 
the Palestinians’ ability and 
commitment to achieve an in- 
dependent state. Two schools 
of thought have emerged on 
bow to avoid such an outcome. 
The first, to which Yasser Ara- 
fat undoubtedly belongs, 
argues that institution-building 
in the occupied territories — to 
enable the Palestinians to 
maintain public order when the 
Israeli army withdraws, to 
ssume the functions of the 
civil administration, and to 
administer and deliver the be- 
nefits of the reconstruction 
programme — should take 
priority over organisational re- 
forms. These measures, this 
school argues, will lay the 
embryonic structures of a state 
and are crucial if the Palesti- 
nians are to experience an alle- 
viation of the repression of the 
occupation and an improved 
standard of living. It is also the 
case that they wifi be important 
to the PLO’s ability to handle 
tiie transition and will shape 
Israel’s perception of the risks 
involved in continuing the pro- 
cess. A second school argues 
that, in the absence of interna] 
reform, the FLO will be unable 
to develop a coherent negotiat- 
ing strategy and as a result of 
their weakness will be pressed 
into making more concessions 
to Israel, thereby sacrificing all 
hope of winning a state. 

The Hebron massacre has 
severely aggravated all aspects 
of the PLO’s internal crisis, 
heightened tiie risks to Mr. 
Arafat (who is now widely 
regarded to have lost touch 
with his people and thus his 
legitimacy) and complicated 
his options in the peace pro- 
cess. 

The Israeli dilemma 

The assumption of power by 
, YitriiakRabm’s government in 
June 1992 marked a turning in 
Israel s politics away from the 
ideological commitment of the 


Likud government towards the 

land of Israel to the pragmatic 
policies of Labour fevomog . 
territorial compromise. This . 
transformation of power re- 
flected a shift in balance be- . 
tween the two Zionisms, foe ; 

assertive revisionist and _ tne _ 
progressive liberal into _ 
which Israel’s politic is broadly . 
divided, as Israelis come to *: 
terms with the implications of 
the end of the cold war and toe 
second Gulf war. Meanwhile, 
the debate triggered by tiie 
Palestinian intifada over what 
kind of Israel its people wanted 
had turned in favour of the 
vision that Mr. Rabin’s party 
stood for — the return of most 
of the occupied territories in 
exchange for peace. 

Direct talks with the PLO 
and the resulting Oslo accord 
represented pragmatic steps in 
the pursuit of this vision and 
reflected Mr. Rabin’s recogni- 
tion that the Palestinian issue 
was not amenable to a military 
solution. They did not, howev- 
er reveal his ultimate inten- 
tions or preferred option foT g 
the West Bank and Gaza;siiice 
negotiations on permanent sta- 
tus are postponed until the 
second phase, and Israel’s goal 
is left undefined. Die fact is 
that Mr. Rabin has embarked 
on talks with the PLO because 
he was convinced by military 
advisers that this was in Israel’s 
security interest while it was 
dear that the diplomatic and 
economic benefits would be 
considerable. None the less, 
.security considerations con- 
tinue to circumscribe his room 
for manoeuvre. 

As a result of his long milit- 
ary and diplomatic career, Mr.. 
Rabin, like many of his genera- 
tion, views the Arabs in terms 
of the military threat they rep- 
resent. This outlook, com- 
bined with dose ties with the 
Gush Emunim settler move- 
ment which enjoys widespread 
support among secular Zion- 
ists, who attach importance to 
security, explains his pragmatic 
caution and deep reluctance to 
make an unequivocal step to 
relinquish land. Most crucially, 
the fact that Israel's territorial, 
boundaries were never decided 
in 1948 and that there is still no' 
consensus on what its territo-. 
rial identity should be means 
that the consequences of Mr. » 
Rabin’s government attemp- ■ 
ting to move ahead of public 
opinion on tiie settlements 
issue would be highly divisive. 

For Israel, the handshake on 
tiie White House lawn _ 
amounted to recognition that . 
Israel and the Palestinians' ' 
were destined to live on the; 
same land and that there was . 
no viable alternative to ending- . 
the occupation if Israel was to 
endure as a democratic Jewish • 
state. However, Israel's nego- 
tiating stance reflects more ; 
than an alleged domestic re- 
quirement for strict phasing to-' 
test J^Jestinian intentions. The’ 
lack of an Israeli consensus; 
over how much land to give 
back, and under that terms, . 
makes it imperative to leave to 
later the controversial issues of . 
Jewish settlements and bor- 
ders, the resolution of which 
would necessitate a clarifica- 
tion of Israel’s territorial: — 
boundaries. So divided is Israel 
on tiiis issue — both for secur- 
ity and ideological reasons — ; 
that any leader _K_hkely to ~ 
postpone indefinitely any de-V 
finition which could p rec ipi tate- 
a traumatic period in Israeli d, 

history. 

After Hebron, Mr. Rabin’s- 
dilemma is more acute, partly, 
because the domestic public:: 
mood against settlers is becom-': 
ing more hardline while tbete 
settlers themselves are staking * 
out their own position. Mr.'. 
Rabin still feels that he only -; 
has fragile hold on his consti-.- 
tuency and that he therefore;: 
cannot afford to allow the DoP - 
to be tampered with lest this 
signal to Israelis that the issued 
of settlements and thus final; 
borders is now on the negotiat- 
ing table. From the starts 
Israel’s alleged requirement:* 
for phased implementation ofr 
self-rule ran counter to Mr. : 
Arafat’s need to secure tangt-~ 
ble benefits for Palestinians; 
under occupation and for air 
acceleration towards final sta-~ 
his negotiations. Thus, in re-- 
spouse to Hebron, Mr. Rabin 
called for an acceleration of 
negotiations on the Gaza-.” 
Jericho withdrawal agreement,’ 
but his continuing sense of 
constraint would still appear to 

SSL?*- res P onsc to the” 
Palestinians’ declared need to 

renegotiate the basis of the! 
DoP or even a substantive ges- 
ture such as a commitment to 
move early on the most pro-”: 

v^frveofJ^settienS 

out of Arab towns — that 

IJUdh 1 st *f£ then Mr. Arafat ^ 
a na help fam ou t of his comer. 

abwe is the first of a. 
article which is re-: 
Pjuttod from the May edition- ' 
of The World Today. The. 

was written hr' - 
agmng of the sdf-m 
“Mat in Cairo Wi ' 
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Palestinians disappointed 
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from the King Hussein 
Bridge. “There is no Palesti- 
nian pofice force," said Mr. 
Sherif, evidently dis- 
appointed. 

Indeed for most of the 270 
FNSF members stuck at the 
Madinat A1 Hujaj between 
the Jordanian bus station and 


(Continued from p»g» 2) 


bridae seemed a “cruel 
joke,” as one PNSF veteran 
of 'the 1982 Lebanon war 
called it. __ 

"“It may be just as well 
because we don't even have 
our uniforms yet,” said Col- 
onel Mahmoud Gharbawi, 
one of the three high-ranking 
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among those to return to part 
of their homeland until Fri- 
day night. Col. Badwan told 
the Jordan Times under the 
blazing Jordan Valley sun. 

“I left my homeland on rhfo 
very bridge in 1967, have 
fought ever since to return, 
and now I am returning in 
peace," the officer said ex- 
citedly. 

Col. Badwan, Uke many of 
his comrades in arms, have 
fought and won against Israel 
in the Jordan Valley town of 
Karameh in 1967, fought 
^against the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982 and trained 
to fight in different Arab 
countries. He said he was 
glad to finally go home. 

The officer, from the West 
Bank town of Beitin near 
Ramallah, left his wife and 
five children behind on the 
East Bank, but who will later 
follow him in Jericho, "be- 
cause the homeland is more 
important to me than the 
immediate family.” 

Brig. Qudsieh, who comes 
from a village near Haifa, 
described his feeling of re- 
turning to his homeland Mike 
rain finally foiling on land 
which suffered drought for 
seven years.** Asked how be 
felt about serving in Jericho, 
he said: "It is part of my 
country." 

The mission of the Palesti- 
nian police in Jericho, he 
said, was “to protect the 
security of our people and all 
those who fall under our 
jurisdiction,” and insisted 
that no clashes would occur 
between the Palestinians and 


their police. 

“Wc Palestinians arc civil- 
ised and educated and under- 
stand the realities," the bri- 
gadier said. "Having opposi- 
tion is part of the democratic 
nature of the Palestinian sys- 
tem." 

Col. Badwan said the 
Palestinian police would not 
shoot at Palestinian stone- 
throwers. “Don't ever be- 
lieve that someone who 
fought against the enemy for 
so long would ever have to 
point the gun at bis own 
people," he said. 

"We were trained on a 
humanitrian basis, and we 
will prevent any crime from 
being committed, even if it is 
a Palestinian attacking an 
Israeli," Capt. Khader Alaw- 
neh, 34, told the Jordan 
Times. 

He doubted that the 
Palestinian youth in the Wesr 
Bank, who have been hurling 
stones at Israeli occupation 
soldiers since the intifada be- 
gan in late 1987, would do the 
same to the Palestinian 
police. 

"We are still very tribal in 
our thinking, and the Palesti- 
nians are in effect one family. 
So I doubt there will be any 
antagonism between us,*’ the 
ra pTflin said. 

Capt. Alawneh, whose 
fondly comes from Jerusalem 
but will see his homeland for 
the first time in his life, ex- 
plained the genera! mood of 
the returning Palestinians in 
uniform. 

“Our return to the home- 
land is very emotional," he 
said, “because our dream of 
return is finally becoming a 
reality." 


PNSF officers expected 10 
lead the 270-man unit from 
Jordan into Jericho. 

Speaking to journalists at 
(he Madinat AI Hujaj, Col. 
Sharbawi was confident that 
"details may delay but will 
not stop the process of the 
implementation of the Gaza- 
Jericho first accord.” 

Bright green berets with 
the PNSF emblem and 
Palestinian flags were the 
first parts of the new Palesti- 
nian police uniform to arrive. 

As they awaited word on 
the timing of their departure 
to Jericho, the PNSr men 
exchanged their wine-red 
Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLA) berets for the new 
PNSF green ones. 

The PLA emblem, which 
had been removed Friday, 
were replaced Sunday morn- 
ing, as PNSF members sat 
under sunshades less than a 
kilometre away from the 
King Hussein Bridge. 

But some PNSF members 
were irked by the absence of 
uniforms and even more by 
the unwillingness of the 
Israeli government to allow 
wooden and metal cartons 
filled with PNSF firearms to 
enter with the unit. 

“We are not going in with 
Kaiishnikovs on our shoul- 
ders. But they should at least 
let in our trucks," said one 
PNSF officer. 

As the PNSF members set- 
tled down for the day, 
Palestinians on the other side 
of the Jordan River anxiously 
awaited their arrival hoping 
that the forces of self-rule 
would be the beginningof tbe 
end of their suffering under 
Israeli occupation. 

Units of the Jericho boy 
scouts, waving Palestinian 
fla&, vowed to stay put in 
front of the city council build- 
ing until ‘The Palestine Li- 
beration Army cames mar- 
ching into Jericho.” 

Scores of Palestinian 
women, clad in traditional 
embroidered dresses, were 
ordered out of the area 
around tbe border crossing 
by Israeli soldiers. 

In the Ga 2 & Strip, Palesti- 
nian police officers empo- 
wered to administer the 
Palestinian transition to self- 


rule in tbe Strip called a press 
conference only to announce 
that they had ‘ : no comment" 
on when the Palestinian- 
police headed for Gaza 
would arrive. 

Asked whether the “crisis" 
bolding up the entry of the 
PNSF units was still on- 
going, Ziad AI Atrash, head 
of the Fateh security forces, 
said, "It’s a crisis.” 

As the sun went down in 
Gaza Palestinians hoped 
Monday would usber in the 
entry of the long-awaited 
forces. 

Reuter Adds: The first legal 
shipment of Palestinian arms 
in Israel's 27-yer-old occupa- 
tion crossed into the Gaza 
Strip on Sunday but the 
policemen who are meant to 
use them stayed behind in 

Egypt. 

Palestinian and Israeli offi- 
cials blamed each other for 
the delay. Instead of a trium- 
phal entry of men only a 
truckload of weapons entered 
the oocupied territories. 

Uniformed policemen un- 
loaded guns and crates of 
ammunition from an Egyp- 
tian truck onto an Israeli 
truck inside the Rafoh border 
terminal linking Egypt and 
Gaza. Israel will inspect the 
guns before they are moved 
into the Gaza Strip. 

Hundreds of police, whom 
Palestinians see as the 
embodiment of a coming 
Palestinian state, remained 
bivouacked in a military 
camp in the sleepy Egyptian 
town of Rafah while about 
1,000 Gazans gathered on the 
other side to greet them. 

Reasons given by Israeli, 
Palestinian and Egyptian 
security officers on Sunday 
for the delayed arrival varied 
from lack of PLO prepared- 
ness and consultations with 
Israel, to lack of funds pro- 
vided by donor countries to 
an erupting civil war in Ye- 
men. 

But whatever and whoever 
is holding it up, the delayed 
deployment is beginning to 
give Palestinians the same 
•sinking feeling about the im- 
plementation of self-rule as 
the tortuous eight-month 
negotiations which led up to 
it. 
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Under the Patronage of H.R.R 
Crown Prince Al-Hassan 
And Princess Sarvath 

Join 

MAP Sponsored walk 

and the Souk Sha’abi 

on Friday 13/5/1994 
Starting point Ai-Ahli Club. 7.30 am. 

End point: Kherbet Abu Jaber - AI Yadouda 
Souk Sha’abi: 1 1 .00 starting at Kherbet Abu Jaber 

The Jordanian Society for Medical 
™ Aid for Palestinians (MAP) 
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Don’t hang the smugglers 


By Waleed Sadi 


RECENTLY, Egypt hanged 
10 convicted drug smugglers 
after they were on tbe death 
row since 1989. Other coun- 
tries are treating drug smug- 
glers similarly, notably Iran, 
some Arab Gulf countries, 
especially Saudi Arabia and a 
few countries in the Far East, 
such as Malaysia. The prim- 
ary issue here is whether drug 
smuggling per se is so serious 
a crime as to warrant the 
death penalty. 

At the outset, it would be 
relatively easy to concede 
that drug related crimes are 
terribly serious and have con- 
tributed to the breakdown of 
one society after tbe other, 
not to mention the break- 
down of family life. I think 
there is a wide support to this 
proposition worldwide. The 
disagreement lies elsewhere 
and it centres on the whether 
the capita] punishment is jus- 
tifiable even when die crime 
is confined to smuggling of 
heroine or crack or cocaine. 

Granted, such drugs are 
addictive. Trade in these 
highly toxic products, includ- 
ing their smuggling across the 
borders of. nations, deserve 


the concerted efforts of all 
peoples and states on a global 
basis because they constitute 
a curse of the most henious 
proportions. 

What concerns me, howev- 
er, is whether the death 
penalty is the effective 
answer to this international 
disorder after having demon- 
strated time and again that it 
has failed as a deterrent. It 
would seem that drug smug- 
gling per se is both a social 
and economic problem on the 
top of being a political crisis 
in more countries than one 
cares to count. Many youth at 
tender age, albeit they 
attained the legal age of 
majority, have proved to be 
easy prey to the network of 
drug lords and end up them- 
selves becoming the victims 
as welt as culprits, all at the 
same time. The real wrong- 
doers stay outride the lime- 
light and escape scot free 
from apprehension and pro- 
secution. 

We all remember the case 
of the two British boys, 
caught smuggling drugs to 
Malaysia a tew years ago,, 
who ended up paying with 
their lives for their action. It 
is safe to say that the interna- 
tional community was split on 


their case after showing sym- 
pathy and understaMfang to 
both tbe Malaysian cause that 
aimed to root out drugs from 
its society as well as to the 
two boys who were obviously 
victims of a greater and wider 
conspiracy orchestrated by 
real international criminals. 
The case of the ^British boys 
was a dear example of a 
Madneveffian policy that 
preaches that tbe end justifies 
the means. 

Not that adults, even at a 
very tender _ age, should 
escape punishment for 
accepting to be instruments 
in the transfer of dangerously 
addictive substances across 
international frontiers. 
Rather, it is a call for an 
enlightened approach to this 
dimension of the problem by 
apportioning guilt and re- 
sponsibility in a human and 
equitable manner, com- 
mensurate with the size of 
criminal responsibility. I hate 
to believe that “exploited" 
people should receive the 
death penalty for the purpose 
of driving home a message 
that drag trade will never be 
tolerated. There is a strong 
case in favour of “plea bar- 
gaining” in such situations, 
under which carriers and us- 


ers of drugs would get lighter 
punishment excluding tbe 
death penalty in return for 
their cooperation to identify 
and apprehend tbe real 
sources of tbe problem. 

It would seem to me that 
die answer to (hug smuggling 
and related crimes cans for 
short term stiff punitive mea- 
sures, excluding tbe capital 
punishment and long term 
comprehensive approach that 
takes into consideration the 
proposition that tbe apparent 
culprits are often more vic- 
tims than criminals. It must 
be borne in mind at all times 
that earners and consumers 
of the poisons that we call 
drugs are by and large the 
passive participants in the 
triangle that make the trade 
and consumption in them vi- 
able. Such carriers and users 
are the most exploited ones 
in the game of drugs and end 
up paying the biggest price. 
No doubt such people must 
be deterred from facilitating 
the spread of drug? nationally 
and internationally by earring 
out severe punishments 
against them. But to apply 
the death penalty against 
them appears to be unjustifi- 
able on moral and legal 
grounds. 


Battle for Aden under way 


(Continued from page 1) 


Tbe International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross based in 
Kuwait appealed Sunday for 
emergency medical aid to treat 
tbe wounded, saying some five 
tonnes was needed. 

Hundreds of foreigners were 
meanwhile Seeing the country 
aboard emergency air and sea 
rescue operations. 

Planes were flying out of 
Sanaa, while French warships 
on a second such mission were 
waiting off the coast of Aden. 

Tbe United Nations also 
flew out about 140 personnel 
and tbeir families from Sanaa 
to safety in Amman. 

A northern military spokes- 
man said the south, desperate 
to save Aden, fired-more than 


five Scud missiles at "vital and 
strategic targets" in Sanaa on 
Saturday night, but without 
causing damage. 

Tbe two sides each have 
30, 000-strong armies, which 
have not been merged despite 
unification. Tbe sonth is count- 
ing on its larger air force, as 
well as Scud missfles, to bold 
off the north. 

In Riyadh, the six neigh- 
bouring states of tbe Gulf 
Cooperation Council appealed 
Sunday for Yemeni leaders to 
halt the war. 

Officials said the conflict had 
been added to the agenda of a 
meeting of foreign ministers 
from the European Union 
(EUJ and its main ofl suppler. 


the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC). 

Saudi Foreign Minister Sand 
AI Faisal, tbe current GCC 
chairman, told tbe meeting 
that the Yemeni war was a 
source of “grave concern” to 
Gulf states. 

“We in die Arabian Penin- 
sula have been shocked by tbe 
tragic armed confrontation in 
Yemen despite all efforts of 
mediation and good offices to 
resolve the diffe re n ces among 
the Yemeni factions on the 
basis of dialogue and mutual 
understanding," be said. 

President Saleh has accused 
his southern rivals of stealing 
$375 million in ofl revenues, 
SABA said. 

Mr. Saleh on Saturday told 
Parliament that southern lead- 
ers, and mainly former Ofl 
Minister Saleh Abu Bakr Ben 


Husseinun, had plundered 
public funds and been involved 
m finan cial and administrative 
corruption. 

They stole $375 million in 
revenues from the southern 
Masfla ofl field "and deposited 
diem in private accounts of 
tbeir own," he charged. 

Mr. Saleh’s presidential 
council sacked Mr. Ben Hus- 
seinun on Thursday, a few 
hours after tbe outbreak of the 
civil war. 

Soon after the north-south 
political crisis erupted last Au- 
gust, northern officials accused 
Mr. Beidh and his aides of 
using the southern oil field 
revenues for buying weapons. 


Yemen’s total oil output is 
nearly 320,000 barrels per day, 
including 170,000 from the 
Masala field. 


GlobalAccess 

70 countries, 70 currencies, 

1 60,000 ATMs, 1 card. 

Call or visit any of the BBME branches for details. 

Jebel Hussein: Tel: 660471/2 Amman: Tel: 636175/6 Jebel Amman: Tel:-643 102/6 
yVehdat: Tel: 770810. 770130 Zerka: Tel: (091 992501/2 


Hie British Bank of the MiddleEast 

Member HSBC <Z> Group 



HSBC <I> 






MONDAY, MAY 9 , 1994 




■21 in 


en war yet to bite 
its small oil output 


DU3A! (R) - Yemen's bitter 
civil war appears to have had 
iittie effect so far on the coun- 
:ry‘s o!t output, but even if it 
did. foreign customers could 
easily find new supplies, oil 
industry sources said Sunday. 

Yemen's production of 
araur.d 340, COO b/d of crude oil 
is smalt by world standards but 
ii is «. vital source of income for 
the impoverished, mainly agri- 
cultural country riven by a civil 
war between northern and 
southern forces. 

“Some oil companies are 
still siting (Yemen’s) Marib 
I’chi end Masila crudes, but 
:hey cjuld replace them easi- 
ly," one oil trader based in the 
region said. 

“It would be stupid for 
cither side to attack oil facili- 
ties. If they do. it means they 
are not thinking about what 
will happen after the war,” he 
added. 

Qatari Cil Minister Abdullah 
A! Attiyah, in Cairo for a 
conference on Arab energy 
cooperation, said: “What we 
arc worried about is not how 
this wili affect oQ. We are 
worried about the people in 
Yemen.” 

Other Arab oil officials 
itfisjjiiing the meeting said that 
even if Yemeni oil exports 


small to cause any crisis in a 
world market currently awash 
with crude. 

Yemen's President Aii 
Abdullah Saleh, a northerner, 
sacked oil minister Saleh Abu 
Bakr Al Hussainoun on Fri- 
day. 

A day later he accused Mr. 
Hussainoun, a member of the 
southern Yemen Socialist Par- 
ty (YSP), of diverting $375 
million in oil revenues to his 
own account and those of other 
YSP leaders. 

Yemen's oil comes from the 
Marib area in the north and 
Masila and Shabwa, across the 
old border in former South 
Yemen. 

The Marib area, about 150 
kilometres east of Sanna, nor- 
mally produces about 195,000 
b/d of crude. 

Officials at the export ter- 
minal of Ras Isa told Reuters 
by telex that Marib, operated 
try a hunt oil company subsidi- 
ary, was producing normally 
on Sunday despite the war. 

Asked if there was fighting 
near Ras Isa, on the Red Sea 
coast west of the capital Sanaa, 
the officials replied: “Negja- 
tive. Ail calm even if a state of 
alert exists. We have plans (to 
load) a ship tomorrow." 

Both sides give differing 
accounts of the course of the 


war, but it appears to be con- 
centrated in the province be- 
tween the old border and the 
southern port of Aden and not 
around the oil-producing 
areas. 

The southern Masila block, 
where Canadian Occidental 
Petroleum Ltd. (Canoxy) pro- 
duces 140,000 b/d of crude oil, 
is nearly 500 kilometres east of 
Aden and well away from the 
ground fighting. 

Canoxy said Thursday that 
its staff in Aden had left during 
an evacuation of foreigners by 
French warships, but it added 
that work at Masila was going 
on as normal. 

Yemen's third oil-producing 
area is Shabwa, where south- 
ern troops and tanks have been 
sent in recent months. 

The Saudi-owned oil firm 
Nhnir Petroleum started pro- 
ducing in Shabwa last year at 
an initial rate of 5,000 b/d. 

Over 20 foreign oil firms 
were operating in Yemen be- 
fore war broke out, mostly 
exploring new areas. It was not 
dear bow many of their em- 
ployees had already been 
evacuated by Western planes 
and strips which have taken 
hundreds of foreigners out of 
the country in foe last few 
days. 


Indian state banks lose 
$1.2 billion in 1992-93 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — State-run Indian banks together posted 
losses of $1.2 billion for the 1992-93 financial year which ended in 
March last year, a central bank report said Sunday. 

Only the State Bank of India (SBI). with 8.700 branches across 
the country, made money. It recorded profits of $93 million 
between April 1992 and May 1993, the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) report said. 

The SBI’s net profit in the previous fiscal year was $81 million, 
according to the Trend and Progress of Banking India report. 

Bank deposits were affected by a S1.3 billion bank and 
securities fraud which emerged in April 1992 following the crash 
of the Bombay Stock Exchange. Several Indian and foreign banks 
were indicted in the scandal. 

The performance of overseas banks was equally dismal with 
total losses of $280 million against a profit of $106 million the 
previous year, foe RBI report added. 

The repot t flayed national banks for overspending, poor loan 
recovery and bad investments. 

It called for stronger supervision “to promote a safe, stable and 
efficient financial system." 


Digital Equipment may 
slash 20,000 more jobs 

MAYNARD. Massachusetts (R) — Digital Equipment Corp, 
warning that its “entire enterprise could be at risk” may cut as 
many as 20,000 jobs as part of a major restructuring aimed at 
drastically cutting costs, the company has said. 

Digital chief executive Robert Palmer, in a message to the 
computer maker's top managers and employees, said foe reduc- 
tion in Digital's 85,000 work force would be carried out over foe 
next two years. The company, which has lost more than $3 billion 
in foe last three years, reported an unexpected $183 million deficit 
in its latest quarter. 


v»er; cut off, they were too accounts of foe course of foe aays. 

./•srpasaese banks need ‘several 
rii'Sre years 9 to clean up loan mess 


Eiorre years" 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
banks still need “several more 
yeers" to chan up their ba- 
lance sheets despite the record 
level of loan write-offs last 
ye.ir. Sfer.dard and Poor's Asia 
Ltd. has said. 

“Cn the ether hand, further 
dcv^ieriides are less likely now 
that V:.i ultimate loss attribut- 
able to ssset quality problems 
car. bz more accurately pre- 
dicted, :.s rncsi problem loans 
h£ve cecn identified,” the rat- 
ing ager.cy said. “In addition, 
foe rzic Qi increase for new 
prsbSrjs bans has declined 
sharply.” 

she average rating for 
Japanese b?ahs is currently in 
the “A" category, down from 
“A-pfcs” in 1?92 and “AA” in 
i£3j. At foe same time, the 
outlook for most Japanese 
berfs is “negative," the agen- 
cy said. 

• -£ most recent downgrad- 
ing cf seven Japanese banks. 
Standard Poor’s cited a further 
incrc zsz in problem loans, 
albeit at a slower pace than last 
year, along wish a decline in 
the value of real-estate col- 
lateral. 

The agency also noted, in 


some cases, the increasing 
likelihood of Japanese banks 
having to bear “most of the 
responsibility” for writing off 
loans to foe country’s crippled 
housing loan industry. 

The agency estimated the 
combined problem assets of 
the 23 banks it rates at between 
30 trillion yen and 35 trillion 
yen (between $285 trillion and 
$335 billion) for foe 1993-94 
fiscal year ended March 31. 

The figure represents a 
“small increase” from the pre- 
vious six months but is “sub- 
stantially above” foe figure of 
13.7 trillion yen at Sept. 30 
disclosed by the 21 major 
banks — 11 dty banks, seven 
trust banks and three long- 
term credit banks — because 
of its broader definition of 
problem loans. 

“Trust banks followed by 
the long-term credit banks 
have the largest amount of 
problem loans as a percentage 
of related assets. This reflects, 
in part, their role as major 
lenders to borrowers in the 
real-estate, construction and 
non-bank finance industries,” 
the agency said. 


“On the other side of the 
coin are foe regional banks 
which have the smallest 
amount of problem loan expo- 
sure both in absolute terms and 
relative to assets,” it said. “It 
will take several years for the 
banks to dean up their balance 
sheets, as the equity market is 
Hkdy to remain dosed to them 
and the prospect for a signifi- 
cant rebound in core profitabil- 
ity remains sKm. 

“In addition to poshing 
bankruptcies and consequently 
banks’ non-performing loans 
to historical highs, the ongoing 
recession also has forced many 
of foe b anks to extend substan- 
tial financial support to their 
non-bank affiliates. In the case 
of regional banks, such support 
represents their most serious 
financial burden as their core 
lending activities have only 
been marginally affected by 
the recession,” the agency 
said. 
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MODERN MONTESSORI 
SCHOOL ( mms ) 


iJIPER DELUXE 




1. Super deluxe apartment, consisting of 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, 
lounge, dining room, equipped kitchen, 
central heating, telephone, central anten- 
na, separate entrance. 

2. Deluxe apartment, consisting of two bed- 
rooms, spacious salon, telephone, sepa- 
rate central heating, garden, separate entr- 
ance. 

Zj&zztSon: Opposite Jerusalem Hotel. 
[information, please call: 

Tel. 604884 - 676676 


P . O Box 2444 Shmeisani , Amman - Jordan 
Telephone : 660504 - Fax : 684905 


We are pleased to announce that the school, 
in affiliation with the London Montessori 
Centre , will be holding its Intensive 
Teacher Training Course for the Nursery 
( foundation ) and Primary levels . The 
courses will start on Saturday May 14th. , 
1994 and the duration of each is ( 12 ) 
weeks . Last day for registration is 
Tuesday May 10th. , 1994 . 

For registration and more details , please call 
the administration on the above numbers . 



YES, SIR, 1M SUPPOSED 
TO INTERVIEW A 
BUSINESSMAN SO 
! I NAVE THESE 
QUESTIONS... 



World 

Bank 

wants 

more 

investment 

in 

women’s 

health 

WASHINGTON (R) — foe 
World Bank, citing alarming 
statistics showing 1,000 
women die in childbirth each 
day, said it plans to push for 
greater investment in a holis- 
tic approach to women’s 
health. 

“Immediate priorities for 
foe World Bank and its part- 
ners... are to support cost- 
effective programmes to re- 
duce maternal death rates im- 
mediately and drastically,” 
foe bank said in a statement. 

The bank's comments were 
in line with President Clin- 
ton, who made women’s 
health the main topic of his 
weekly radio address 
Saturday. 

“Too often, our health 
care system leaves women 
behind.” Mr. Clinton said. 
“Even when treatments are 
available, women don’t get 
foe necessary health care 
they need because they have 
inadequate insurance, or 
none at all.” 

Progress has already been 
made in cutting foe number 
of maternals deaths in some 
parts of Latin America and 
Aria, but in most of Asia and 
Africa the number rises 
annually, the bank said. 

About 500,000 women 
worldwide die in childbirth 
each year, the bank said, an 
overall increase since 1987, 
when the bank started a safe 
motherhood initiative to raise 
awareness of the problem 
and find solutions. 

The situation is worst in 
developing countries, the 
bank said, where “women's 
disproportionate poverty, 
low sodai status and repro- 
ductive role expose them to 
high health risks, resulting in 
needless and largely prevent- 
able suffering and premature 
death." 

One key to a solution is a 
“holistic approach” to 
women’s health, said Anne 
Tinker, senior health adviser 
to the bank. 

“There is increasing in- 
terest in foe international 
community in a life-cycle 
approach to women’s health 
and nutrition which in- 
cludes... such issues as gen- 
der discrimination in nutri- 
tion and health care during 
childhood, early pregnancy in 
adolescence, problems of 
women beyond reproductive 
age, and violence against 
women,” Ms. Tinker said in 
the statement. 

To break the chain of poor 
maternal health, foe bank 
said special emphasis should 
be placed on adolescent girls, 
to stop the cycle of early 
childbearing, poor health and 
nutrition and poverty. 

So far, foe bank said it has 
allocated $ S5.7 billion since 
1986 to more than 100 health, 
population and nutrition pro- 
jects that have a focus on 
women’s health. 


SAV/ THE LITTLE GUY 
WITH the high hat 
and whiskers/ rf 



M 


You're the funny little 
fella who makes ^ 
everybody laugh wrrH J 
youR Jokes and 

DOIN' FUNNY foitzi: 


THINGS. 


RIGHT/ 


You RE THE GUV WHO 
RAN INTO MY CAR 
LASTWEEK JUST J 
PCR LAUGHS-- J 
RIGHT? 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 9, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: ways of doing things so that you 

You are able to proceed frith get better results in the future, 
plans of magnitude, so start the Maintain a pleasant manner to 
new workweek on a constructive all you come across, 
note and get excellent results as LIBRA: (September 23 to Oct o- 
foe moon m Taurus sextiles ^ 22 ) Cooperate more with 

Saturn and Mercury moves into persons you d£al with in business 

UCUUUl. anH opf h#*tfAr nMiilre Uolr« our* 


ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Study personal financial matters 

and make sure your records are 
correct. If you have any doubts, 
consult an expert 10 be sure they 
are accurate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Plan the most practical way to 
gain personal goals and get 
wheels rolling without delay. 
Avoid one who is tricky and 
could cause trouble. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Sit 
in the quiet of your study and 
plan bow to gain whatever means 
the most to you. Show that you 
are thoughtful to those around 
you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Try to please those in 
high position and gain the sup- 
port you need. Listen to what an 
expert has to say on any subject. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Go 
after your aims in a positive 
manner and gain fine benefits at 
this time. Analyse your progress 
in the evening to determine your 
success. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be more alert to new 


ways of doing things so that you 
get better results in the future. 
Maintain a pleasant manner to 
all you come across. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Cooperate more with 
persons you deal with in business 
and get better results. Make sure 
to improve your appearance and 
you will be a success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try to please an 
associate more and prevent 

g ossible misunderstandings. 

trive to be more successful in 
the eyes of those in charge. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You have many 
tasks to handle during the day, so 
do them efficiently and fotget 
about going on a pleasure spree 
at this time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Go to the right 
source for the data you need. 
Stop putting off important duties 
at hand and gain added benefits 
through your efforts. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Go ahead with 
plans to improve conditions at 
home after consulting with fami- 
ly members. Budget your money 
wisely to have some for the 
future. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Make long-range plans which 
can bring excellent benefits in 
the future. You can easily gain a 
personal aim now whi<± you 
have strongly desired. 


Arabs seek to save 
ailing overseas bank # 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
states will send their top bank- 
ers in Vienna next week for 
talks with their European 
counterparts on how to rescue 
foeir banks from possible col- 
lapse due to strong competi- 
tion from the much larger units 
in the continent. 

The May 10-12 conference, 
to be attended by more than 
■ 200 officials and bankers from 
foe two sides, follows warnings 
that foe nearly 125 Arab banks 
abroad could be forced out of 
business in a single European 
market unless they upgrade ser- 
vices and boost capital. 

Most of those banks are 
small units which mushroomed 
during foe oil boom 15 years 
ago, when Arab oil producers 
began to build up a massive 
investment empire in the West 
from their financial surpluses. 

Their combined capital is 
estimated at around $500 mil- 
lion, an average $4 million for 
each. Yet calls to raise their 
'.apital or merge have fallen on 
deaf ears despite the possible 
collapse of some of them. 

Arab Banks Union (ABU) 
Secretary-General Adnan AJ- 
Hindi recently repeated warn- 
ings that the emergence of 
giant banks in foe EU and 
other world economic groups 
could spell the death sentence 
for some Arab banks. 

“Those bank banks are fac- 
ing a dilemma now because 
they have to heed our recom- 
mendations and boost their 
financial position either 
through merger or increasing 
foe capital to face growing 
world competition and meet 
the Basle requirement,” he 
said. “They have made no 
move so far. They will face 
difficulties in a single EU mar- 
ket and several of them could 
shut down.” 

The Basle committee, cre- 
ated by the Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlements (BIS) five 
years ago, has recommended 
an eight per cent floor for 
coital adequacy in banks 
w or ldwide to ensure they have 


enough foods to face crises. 

Those with low adequacy*.-;; 
foe ratio between shareholders 
equities and assets, could be," 
boycotted by industrial comk - 
tries. The move has prompted.;^ 
bank reforms in most Arab^ 
states to bring their units ui^ 
line with BIS rules. '-g? 

But Arab banks abroad,;?:: 
some suffering from bad debts, ■£. 
have made no move to boost 
capital and bankers said most;.;', 
of them fell for short of the 
level. , . "rJL 

“One of foe best solution to.- - 
their problem is merger since . 
foeir resources on an indi4 ^ 
vidual level are limited,’’ one,. 
banker said. “But I think Arab^-'^' 
governments should step info/-' 
the breadi by placing more-;', 
funds with them.” ' 

In a statement distributed:^: 
here, the Beirut-based ABl^i": 
which groups more than 80 pet ~ 
cent of the Arab World’s 308 
banks, said Austrian Giancd- T 
lor Franz Vranitzky would’ • 
open foe Vienna conference. . 
entitled “Prospects of Coo fP 9 * 
eration Between Arab and ' 
Foreign Banks.” j 

Tt said the meeting, the big- . 

gest of its kind, would cover 

activities of the Arab banks 
abroad, carrying out joint au- 
diting by Arab and foreign 
monetary authorities on those 
banks, developing their opera- 
tions by m traducing new ser- 
vices, and identifying obstacles 
facing them and proposing^ 
solutions. 

“ABU dedded to hold this 
conferene in a foreign capital 
in foe light of foe significant- . 
developments on the regkmaL^ 
and international arenas, cspe=; .. 
dally in foe EU banking anii"- 
monetray sectors,” Dr. Hindi ' ‘ 
told AFP. . 

“It is intended to creator, 
quiet and fruitful dialogue ties V 
tween the two sides to discuss^.*, 
crucial matters of interest \ 
both parties. This will help usT, 
improve the image of the ArajO 
banking sector abroad and ejh 
sure safety and stability for itm, 
the international market,” he ^ 
pointed out 


FOR SALE 

1994' brand 'new frock* BMW 540T, full cations available foT; 
immediate delivery, duty unpaid. ‘i 

For further inforrriatibn, ' pleaSe'- Contact: 

From 9:00 a.m. - 13:30 pan. Tel.: 621729/659671 ■ ; 
Afternoon TeL: 813777/817100 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Cartaai bulldmg 
6 High deg. 

9 Request 

13 Poetry Muse 

14 Weaving 
machine 

16 Cura oil 

17 Aunt In 
-OWanomoj 1 

IB Huron's 


19 Smefl — |be 
leery) 

20 Those accused 

22 Move slowly 

23 Table scraps 

24 Paternally 
related 

26 Dearth 
30 Harass 


35 Hits sightly 
39 Museum display 
41 Food wrapping 

43 Beat out 

44 Observed 

46 FDR's pet 

47 Pranks 
49 Fix, ss a 

dram 
SI Ptol 
54 Radial 

56 Norwegian king 

57 Certain 
Christian 

63 'Damn 

Yankees" name 
FW A Chaplin 

65 Mann's " — 
Kroger" 

66 Square 

67 Shadow 

66 Soap opera me 
to Ms Lueci 

69 Dispatched 

70 Spring mon th 

71 Dispensed 
(Chanty) 


iSSSS »■■■ Jiii 


am aaagSE 
■In aaiii 

am aan aBaaa 

amau SaSSjiH 
aim aaSS aS 55 

aSSS iai" jSgga 

Uli ‘MB fljj! 


Yesterday- s Pnzrt, strived: 


DOWN 

1 Oboe. e.g. 

2 A Gardner 

3 Moiety 

e Suits to — 


CIS94 Tneuig M*h. Swvsm, 
Mn y» n »wii^n 

5 " — the Fourtn 
OF July" 

6 Fold 

7 Halt-ol -Fairer 
Rogers 

8 — yOursalt 

9 Accusers oF 20A 
lOADoone 
n Solar-Kjiur dme 

difference 
1Z"— World 
Turns" 

15 Tablelands 
21 Reverie 

25 Actor Leo 

26 Lose ctflor 

27 in the center of 
29 Music 

syntnesiier 

28 Not peninent 45 1 

31 Punta del — 481 

34 Disguise SO 1 

36 Ulster, e.g, 

37 Unit ol mass 51 i 

40 Genesis name 53 1 

42 Habituate ** ! 


^wiiiuu nmcin" 

guoora nnnm 
annonenang 


rapjgnn qS 1 



■5S?-* 

S3 Rock star 5l?“Sam 

Van— 62 Repulsive 


Jy=ut/ ^9 
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>27 refuge, JS, 

asS®!; 
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-?-•* p 

as stable at ahnw 7 *, 

^ 2,006 pS 

'-error. 


error. 
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** *e United w. 

» the Golan Re - 1 
» the Israeli 
wich, Israel’s 
teorvith Sy£Z 

i a Haaretz reW £ 

«Me hakKS 

* equipment * 


in Egypt byes 


as travelling bv 

^^ewo2d5 

A ™* 3 for the annul 
rt ^ Egyp* 
crossed a fc 
Aptian coastal and 
rf Cairo. IK, 4 
• toe pugnms.nuw 
xy JANA, said 
mned at pressuriwU 
the 1988 Locgf 

other than going out 
Libyan ships had 65 
ighbewing Algo* t 


’down kills 32 


ae members of ike 
and one Turkish sate 
by security fores hi 
said Saturday. Ne* 
omb blasts rocked l 
3 g minor damage iat 
forces launched these 
,Hakkan,Tuncdi.tt 
i in Diyarbakir, in 
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I on official repr 
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Financial 
Markets 


•n co opci ■cion wick 

Cairo Amman Bank 


oreign Exchange Market Summary 
(May 2 — May 6, 1994) 


! MAN — The dollar rose against other major currencies at 
! end of last week. It ended 1.71 per cent higher against 
; ling, 0.85 percent higher against the yen and 0.54 per cent 
■ter against the mark. 

' he U.S. unit retreated against the mark and yen Monday, 
; ie remaining stable against sterling. Reports indicated that 


; ling volume was low, and that the dollar declined against 


nnan unit on disappointment over its failure to 
reciate earlier on the release of a positive U.S. economic 
; 3 rt. The National Association of Purchasing Managers 
; ;x showed a rise to 57.7 per cent in April, after reaching 
i^per cent the previous month. 

.* bme analysts attributed the dollar's decline to the Clinton 
; ninistration’s policy, aiming to depredate its currency 

■ mst the yen, which affected the dollar negatively against 

• other currencies. 

i he (foliar continued its retreat against the mark and yen 
; sday, while rising 1 modestly against sterling. It declined 
; r many market participants liquidated their long positions, 
.’pted earlier on expectation of Fed intervention, which 
hsr materialised. 

fhe dollar was little affected by. the release of U.S. March 

■ ling indicators, which showed a rise of 0.7 per cent. In 
lition. the dollar was not affected by calls from the U.S. 

'.tsury secretary to Japan to stimulate its economy by 
;ucing taxes. 

• >n the other band, the decreasing popularity of the 
iiservative Party in U.K. opinion polls, had a negative 
;»act on sterling. 

■ )n Wednesday, however, the U.S. unit rose sharply against 
!er major currencies. It appreciated to 1.6640 marks and 
; .40 yen during trading hours, on intervention by several 
; tral banks to support the dollar. The interventions was led 
I the Fed, the Bundesbank and the Bank of Japan. The 
! lar retreated later however, after the effect of central bank 
Invention waned. 

■ lie dollar continued its appreciation against other major 
! renews Thursday, as the impact of the previous day's 
I tral bank intervention lingered. Furthermore, strong words 

• m the U.S. treasury secretary, who said that be sees no use 
> further dollar declines left market participants confused 
i* the Clinton administration's exchange policy. The words 
1 doubts over whether the administration would continue to 
1 ssure Japan, through talking up the yen. 

I Tie U.S. unit retreated modestly against the mark and yen 
Iday, while rising against sterling. It lost ground as U.S. 
Jrit and bond prices declined, after the. release of a strong 
>5. employment report. The report showed a rise of 267 
insand in April’s non-farm payrolls, compared to a revised 
of 464 thousand the previous month. 
l n addition, it showed that the average monthly rise in 
•Vfarm payrolls was 245 thousand, daring the period from 
liuary to April 1994. Hence, despite continued expectations 


;Fed monetary tightening, during its next scheduled open 
-jket committee meeting on the 17th of May, the empfoy- 


,nt report strengthened expectations of increasing U.S. 
Ration, which affected U.S. debt and equities markets 
'gatively, and in turn the dollar. 

Ifhe u.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.6625 marks and 
Ii.47 yen, while sterling ended it at $1.4930. 
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Study says Arabs need $94b to raise oil capacity 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
states need to invest nearly $94 
billion up until the year 2000 to 
raise their oil and gas output 
capacity to face growing 
domestic and foreign demand, 
an official study said Saturday. 

Most of the funds will be 
pumped in by Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Iraq and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
according to the study by the 
Arab Corporation for Pet- 
roleum Investment (ACPI), 
based in the Saudi city of 
Dammam. 

The four giants control more 
than 90 per cent of the Arab oil 
reserves and 60 per cent of the 
world’s. 

ACPI said that around 56 
per cent of the funds, account- 
ing for $52.6 billion, would 
come from oil revenues in 
Arab producer countries. 

Another $13.8 billion would 
be extended by their foreign 
partners and the rest through 
commercial loans, to which re- 
gional banks would contribute 


$9 billion. 

"Despite difficult economic 
conditions in the Arab coun- 
tries. the region remains the 
most attractive in the world for 
oil and gas investment given its 
enormous reserves.” said the 
study, published by the UAE 
daily AJ Khaleej. 

"Costs of exploiting those 
reserves are also the lowest in 
the world and there will be no 
problem in securing financing 
for such projects even if oil 
prices remain at their present 
low level," it pointed out. 

The study gave no figures on 
capacity expansions. 

But according to the Orga- 
nisation of Arab Petroleum 
Ex porting Countries 
(OAPEC), regional states will 
account for nearly 10 million 
barrels per day (b/d) of the 
total OPEC capacity increase 
of 13 million b/d by the year 
2000. 

The bulk of the increase will 
come from Gulf states, most of 
which have already embarked 


on expansion projects. 

Industry sources expect such 
projects to push up capacity in 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s top 
crude producer and exporter, 
to around 12 million b/d by the 
year 2000, from 9.5 million b/d 
in 1993. 

In Kuwait and the UAE, it 
will rise to over three million 
b/d each, while it will reach 
five million b/d in Iraa. 

Leaving out Iraq which is 
barred from exporting oil 
under a U.N. embargo since 
the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis. Gulf 
Arab stales currently produce 
nearly 13 million b/d, account- 
ing for more than half OPEC's 
output and one fifth of the 
world’s. 

The UAE is the only Gulf 
nation to have foreign partners 
in its energy sector on a 60-40 
per cent partnership basis. But 
other states in the region are 
considering readmitting fore- 
igners to secure funds for ex- 
pansions. 

An OAPEC studv said ener- 


gy consumption in the Arab 
World was growing faster than 
the average world demand due 
to rapid expansion in the in- 
dustrial sector, expecially in 
oil-producing states. 


It forecast consumption to 
grow by 4.2 per cent up to 
2010, when it will reach 500 
million tonnes (10 million b/d) 
from 330 million tonnes ( 6.6 
million b/d) in the year 2000 


and 239 million tonnes (4-.7S 
million b/d) in 1992. 

The 10-nation OAPEC 
accounts for more than 80 per 
cent of the total Arab energy 
consumption, it said. 


Egypt wakes up to mutual funds 


CAIRO (R) — Two Egyptian 
ocfucinc 


companies arc introducing 
mutual funds to the country 
and the first of them expects to 
be up and running hy June. 

The funds, one of many 
signs that Egyptian markets 
are gradually maturing, will 
initially give investors a mix- 
ture of equities and fixed-in- 
come securities. 

Sponsored by state-owned 
National Bank of Egypt and 
Bank Misr, they hope to tap 
the savings of people discour- 
aged by failing interest rates 
but wary of institutions like the 
"Islamic investment com- 
panies ' 1 that collapsed in the 
1980s. 

The Egyptian government is 
still trying to son out the mess 
from the Islamic companies. 


company with the most adv- 


anced plans, said he expected 
st turn 


which were exempt from nor- 
mal regulation. Some turned 


out to be pyramid schemes that 
used their Islamic credentials 
to lure depositors. 

The new mutual funds could 
also provide another channel 
for bringing back some of the 
billions of dollars Egyptians 
hold abroad. 

Farid Ibrahim, managing 
director of National Fund 
Management Corporation, (be . 


subscriptions to his first fund to 
reach target of ItW million 
pounds ($30 million) within 
two months of launch. 

"People are now sitting with 
their money in bunks but they 
are concerned at the decline in 
interest rates and they are 
looking for something else." 
he told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

The yield on short-term 
treasury bills, probably the 
most popular investment in- 
strument outside straight bank 
deposits, has fallen to 13.2 per 
cent from more than 19 per 
cent in 1991. 

"We know what's going on 
in people's minds after the 
collapse of the Islamic com- 
panies so it will take some time 
to begain the confidence of the 
small investor.” said Mr. Ibra- 
him, who used to work for 
Citibank in New York and 
then set up Saudi Arabia's first 
mutual fend. 

The arrival of mutual funds 
goes hand in hand with an 
increase in activity on the 
Cairo Stock Exchange, which 
has been largely stagnant since 
the socialism of the 1960s. 


The government plans to sell 
off hundreds of public sector 
companies and give the work- 
ers options on 1 « per cent of 
the snares in the firms. 

“We're just about to embark 
on a very active and rapidly 
crowing stock market.** said 
Mr. Ibrahim. 

But. unlike many brokers, 
he said he was not pinning his 
hopes on the privatisation 
programme, which may bring 
no more than 25 companies a 
year to the market. 

’ "The stock market can flour- 
ish without really waiting for 
privatisation,*' he said. "No 
one has attempted to go to the 
450 closed companies and 
make them a friendly offer." 

The closed companies are 
mostly family firms listed on 
the exchange' for tax reasons. 
Ln practice, their shares are not 
for sale because the families 
plan to retain fell control. 

Mr. Ibrahim’s company. 55 
per cent owned by the pension 
fend for National Bank of 


Egypt employees, plans to 
> other fends within 


launch two 
months of the first — one more 
conservative fend to provide 
income and another based 
solely on equities. 


The newest designs in mirror doors 

4 world of style 



Exclusive mir ror fashions by the design leaders of the U.S 


Spacious look - Elegance 

Quality - safety GOOD PRICE 
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SARAS ENGIME3RING Tel- . 694034' Fax - 694755; 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


WCOIG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATlONSt 


ADDIN KAMARASONS 

tjel. 604^76 6Q4696 




FOR RENT & SALE 


Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 


For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


La vie beauty 
center 


for Facial cleansing. Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 
, Make-Up And Bridal 


Make-Up. 

We use the best French Cntmutin 


a 


fernand aubry 


Reservation & Information 

Urn Uthainab - Tel.: 661217 


THE 


(§balt 

RESTAURANT 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
unci Great Fur Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


Budget 


The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 


WorldCupliSfM 

§P 


Tel :698 131 
Fax=673 312 


t JUMIV.4ZE 


Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamika/.is 
are always 1 .J.D. Each 


2nd- Circle - Jabol Amman 
npp. French loaf 

Tel. 653482 




AIWSFBESE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 


Open nightly 

From 9M PJA to 3*0 Aii 
Tuesday closed 


Td: 685211 Fax -.617779 
Middle East Hotel - Sfanraani 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V..W.M.Ref., Audios, V.C., 
T.V. with video, Fax, Pianos 

W DUTY FREE 


Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: @626) 696193 
P.O.BOX 860236 
Amman - Jordan 


12 am -V. Late 


The First Class Hofei in 
Aimmr that hts a , ' 
Kitchenette In every room— I 
“SateJBte T.V. Recaption* 


DAIMTEL 

iUjijIjIs 


Amman - Tei. 607193 
P O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
ExpatrlatKjnd 
Businessmen 


' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!! Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 


Open dmgr 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 


Midnight 
Air Conditioned Halt 



RSfiL BSTAVS 



r Al»JB». 

a 

Deluxe VBas and Apartments ’ 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 
SAN ABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Circle. Jaca! Amman near 

Ahhyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


1ST[P<C\71\£XTaL 

j:o*a 
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The Best In 

Indian Cusine. 


m 

SZECHWAN 6ARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Staled Chines* Chefs 



Bufcficra 


<>> I ' f-t:u J.< V II .v 

, r . For reservations call 


Open HOP- 3004 &€ 0 -Utia&a \ 

Take away Is available 

Star AMraO Street 
Um UMnati Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 

Cnee luted Afwtys teved J 


Wc try harder. 

A 



699-420 ! 


SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 


NeGrEsCo BaR 



® Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A I Webdeh/Tel.637101/637102 



SOLKIMM UTIUINa 
AMMAN 1 TEL . *159X7 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


• JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

• Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 


Vdointr Cleaners. Washing 
Machines. Refrigeraiorx Freezers, 
Dish Washers. Water Purifiers... , 
a chi lice pf 

Duty Paid/ Duty Free 


Phone 604671 

HI Electrolux 



Restaurant 
You Know 

Our Pizzas&Sandwkhes 
NowTrqThe 

Italian Pasta 

7fUlUu» Way 

Spaghetti 
Sftfrp Perme 
25f5 Fettuerine 

Pwpwd to jw fawn bach 


ForTofeeAWiy 
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military observers begin 
ioyment in Bosnian enclave 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — Six 
U.N. military observers have 
been deployed in the north- 
eastern Bosnian enclave of 
Brcko and 10 others are to be 
sent there Sunday, the U.N. 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) announced. 

The deployment of the 16 
observers at four observation 
posts near the Bosnian Serb 
frontline is in line with an 
agreement reached earlier this 
week between the UNPRO- 
FOR and local Serb authorities 
in Brcko. 

The UNPROFOR Thursday 
also announced that 14 addi- 
tions! observers were to be 
deployed northwest and south 
of Brcko. 

Their presence is aimed at 
averting fighting in the 
strategically located region 
that includes a corridor linking 
Serbia proper with territory 
held by the Bosnian Serbs in 
Croatia and Bosnia. 

Meanwhile, a senior U.N. 
official met Bosnian President 
Alija ketbegovic Sunday and 
defended a controversial deci- 
sion by U.N. envoy Yasusbi 
Akashi to allow Bosnian Serb 
tanks to transit through a 
NATO exclusion zone around 
Sarajevo. 


Sergio De MeDo, U.N. dvfl 
affairs coordinator for ex- 
Yugoslavia, told rep or ters af- 
ter the meeting that the agree- 
ment on the tank movement 
readied by Mr. Akashi Tues- 
day with Bosnian Serb leaders 
was made “in die context of a 
rather complex and long nego- 
tiation.” 

Mr. De Mello said he was 
“not in Sarajevo to admit mis- 
takes,” but declined to provide 
details of his discussions with 
Mr. Izetbegovic, who has de- 
manded Mr. Akashi’s dismissal 
over the issue. 

Knee Mr. Akashi agreed to 
allow seven Serb tanks to pass 
through the NATO-enforced 
20-kilometre (12-mile) exclu- 
sion zone around the Bosnian 
capital, five have transited to 
the Trnovo region south of the 
city, a sixth has been blocked 
by U.N. troops near the Serb- 
held suburb of Lukavica and a 
seventh has gone missing in 
Serb-held Grbavica, close to 
the city centre. 

The Bosnian authorities, 
angered by Mr. Akashfs deci- 
sion, have written to U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali asking him to sack Mr. 
Akashi, and have said they will 
refuse to cooperate with the 


envoy any longer. 

U.N. peacekeeping officials 
in Sarajevo were ahp dismayed 
at die decision. / 

Mr. De Mello said be would 
“c e rt ain ly not” replace Mr. 
Akashi in subsequent dealings 
between die United Nations 
and the Bosnian authorities. 

Meanwhile, soldiers of the 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) continued sear- 
ching for the missing Serb T-34 
tank, UNPROFOR said in a 
statement early Sunday. 

A U.N. source said Saturday 
that the tank was probably 
hidden in a large holding 
such as a barn or a warehouse 
in or near Gibavica. 

The concession for Serb 
tanks to pass through the 
Sarajevo exclusion zone was 
“not the only event that may 
have slowed down the peace 
process in recent times.” Mr. 
De MeDo said. 

It was “perhaps not die most 
striking of the setbacks” suf- 
fered by the peace process, and 
mediators were hoping to re- 
solve “other chronic prob- 
lems,” citing the situation in 
die eastern Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde, the northwestern 
Bihac region and “other hot- 
spots.” 


His talks with Mr. Izetbego- 
vic had covered the situation in 
Gorazde where there remained 
“some seemingly minor bot in 
fact very important differ- 
ences” to resolve, notably the 
withdrawal of Bosnian Serb 
forces, “especially the Serb 
militia,” from the feee-b- 
lometrc (two-mile) exclusion 
zone. 


Mr. Izetbegovic again in- 
sisted on foil Serb compliance 


with NATO ultimatums and 
exclusion zones as a prior con- 
dition for agreeing to a coun- 
try-wide ceasefire. 

U.S. Senate Republican 
leader Bob Dole called Satur- 
day for the removal of Mr. 
Akashi, saying be has been too 
soft on the Bosnian Serbs. 


Sen. Dole, who has led a call 
•for tougher U.S. action in Bos- 
nia-Hercegovina, said Mr. 
Akashi and U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali have 
been an obstacle to interna- 
tional efforts to help defend 
the Bosnian government. 

He also reiterated Iris call for 
Washington to provide arms to 
the Bosnian government, 
saying such a measure is 
allowed under article SI of the 
U.N. charter oa self-defence. 
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BUDAPEST (AP) — Hunga- 
rian voters, soared by growing 
economic hardship, voted for a 
new government Sunday that 
code include the same figures 
zho lost power as Communists 
four years ago. 

■ sc vote marks the second 
free election after more than 
i'our decades of commumsm. 

Voters cast ballots for both 
individual candidates and party 
lists to fill the 386-seat legisla- 
ture. There are 1,876 candi- 
dates. 

The latest surveys prior to 
balloting had the ex-Com- 
rr.orr&s, the Socialists Party, 
wsH ahead with 30 per cent, 
double that of their next 
.tss.'sst rival, the Liberal Free 
Democrats. 

High unemployment and in- 
fletioa stemming from the 
country's conversion to capital- 
ism have prompted calk for a 
return to the era of full em- 
ployment and stale support for 
the disadvantaged. 

“We need another four 
years to complete our mis- 
ses,” Prime Minister Peter 
Boross pleaded with voters in 
his last campaign appearance. 

Opinion polls said his gov- 
erning Hungarian Democratic 
Fcnna is supported by only 9 
per cent of die electorate. 

Despite that, Mr. Boross 
looked upbeat as he entered a 
polling station in Budapest's 
second district. 

“We made mistakes, but not 
as many as any left-wing gov- 
ernment would,” he told re- 
porters. “You can get a lot of 
votes with promises. But you 
also have to know how to 
govern.” 

Insurance salesman Tibor 
Szemerey, casting bis Socialist 
vote in another district, de- 
clared of the government: 
“I've had it with these 
people.". 

Unemployed factory worker 
Karoly Kovacs, said “every 
normal person today votes left. 
The government wrecked this 
country — we've had enough 
of them.” 

More than 15 parties, rang- 
ing from far right to Marxists 
are vying for the support of 
more than 8 million voters. But 
only the Socialists, the 
Democratic Forum, the Free 
Democrats and the Young 
Democrats are expected to 
gamer enough support to play 
major roles in the new govern- 
ment. 

A runoff vote will take place 
on May 29 for districts where 
no one candidate wins at least 
50 per cent of the vote. 

The last Communist govern- 
ment of Miklos Nemeth was 
widely seen as pragmatic and 
competent. Gyula Horn, Mr. 
Nemeth's foreign minister, 
now leads the Socialists. 

Mr. Horn is recovering from 
injuries suffered in a car acci- 
dent Thursday. He was ex- 
pected to be released from the 
hospital by the end of the 
week. 

Socialist officials said Mr. 
Horn was not voting, prefer- 
ring to rest instead. 

Mr. Horn was smeared by 

government-controlled state 
television, which throughout 
the campaign focused on Mr. 
Horn's membership in a Com- 
munis! militia after the defeat 
of the 1956 uprising against 
Soviet rule. 


ICRC evacuates some 
from Kigali hospital 


GENEVA (Agendas) — The 
Red Crass Sunday began eva- 
cuating patients from toe over- 
flowing hospital in the embat- 
tled Rw a n d an capital Kigali, 
taking them tO a dwie in the 
a spokesman of foe In- 


Co mm ittee of die 
Red Cross (ICRC) said. 

The “routine” operation to 
transfer patients to Gitarama 
will help ^balance the distribu- 
tion of skk and wounded peo- 
ple between the diff er ent avail- 
able hospitals,” he said. Rwan- 
da has been wracked by ethnic 
massacres for more than a 
month. 

He was not able to say bow 
many patients were involved 
and if medic al staff were also 
tran s fer red. 

Fighting in Rwand&hetween 
Tutsi rebels and Hutu- 
dommated govern m ent fo r ces 
over die last weeks has killed 
more than 100,000 and forced 
more than double fiat number 
to flee their for neigh - 
boaring countries, especially 
Tanzania. 

The two sides were still bat- 
tling for control of Kigali at the 
weekend, casting serious 
doubts over two separate ceas- 
efires due to come into force. 

The United States and Tan- 
zania have called for more 
international monitors to be 
deployed in the country. 

Rwandan rebels near Kigali 
are poised to make an assault 
on tire government-controlled 
airport, a vital fink to the 
o utride world Cm- U.N. and 
retief^flights supplying the 

“Obviously that’s our 
target,” Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RTF) 'Captain Emna* 
uud Rugema told Reuters late 
Saturday as he painted to 
Kanombe Airport from Gasogi 
HOI, where rebels have adv- 
anced in the test four days. 

RFF artillery and soldiers, 

due in anMQK bana na n lwnta - 

tioos on a low MB, overlook 
the government army’s 
Kano mb e barracks and the two 


lodge us but we lot him hard, 
so he went back,” CapL Rnge- 
ma said as plumes of smoke 
rose in the <xty behind him and 
mortar explosions boomed 
out 

Fightin g round the airport 
would cut off tim U.N. ana aid 

a «w vi» t wor ki ng in tfe capital 

from the world, but tbeRPF 
says ft is a fair target because 
gove rnm ent troops have used 
the area as a uBuy base. 

“We have asked the U.N. to 
make tiie airport neutral, but 
government forces tend to 
place guns at the airport and 
use it for heficopCezs which 
attack us,” RPF Vice- 
Chairman P at rick Mazimhaka 
told Raters in Rwanda. 

He pointed out two barracks 
on the eastern ride of the 


Major’s 
government 
hit by sex 
scandal, 
poll shock 


runway and said g ov ernm ent 


artillery fired from that area. 

On die same grassy hill 
around these buSdmgs fies the 
wreckage of the plane in which 
President Juvenal Habyarima- 
na was killed along with 
Burundi's leader when the air- 
craft was downed by a rocket 
on April 6. 

Mr. Habyarimana’s death 
spatted the mass tiffing? and 

ll ^lH i/W 

Kanombe Barracks is dnect- 
fy in theffigbt path c rf air cr aft 
coming m to land- 

It is still not known who 
fired the rocket at the plane, 
tat g o v e rnm ent sokfien have 
not so far allowed U;N. offi- 
cials to visit the crash scene. 
The government says it has 
retrieved the planers “black 
box” Unrecorded — bat has 
not sent it for analysis. 

Be hind Gasogi Ififl, dozens 
of guerrillas rested in the vil- 
lage of Kabuga winch the RPF 
captured in its l a t est advance. 

Go ve rnmen t sokfien held 
out far several days and the tafl 
fins from m ortar bends litter 
the muddy streets aid dam- 
aged tafldmn. 

Rebels said me mber s of the 
pro-government “Intera- 
pam w e” uufitia were among 
the defenders of Katana. 


Seoul to push ahead with 
arms buildup — report 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea has decided to go ahead 
with its arms tafldap, indad- 
ing deployment of Patriot ma- 
sks, reganfless of develop- 
ments in tiie dispute over 
North Korea’s uuoear prog- 
ramme, media repents sand 
Sunday. 

“It's our (new) policy to 
pursue Decenary security mea- 
sures without finkfeg them to 
nuclear negotiations,” the 
national Yotinap News Agency 
quoted a senior go v er nm ent 
official as saying. 

The report followed .a 
weekend announcement in 
which the defence Ministry 
said South Korean Armed 
Forces would bold a six-day 
drill sta rting Monday “to en- 
hance their defence prepared- 
ness and joint operational 
capability.” 

The revised policy calls an 
the militar y to proceed with 
exercises and deployment of 
Patriot missiles and other 
sophisticated equipment as 
planned, Yonhap said. 

“We have tried to avoid 
provoking North Korea as 
-much as posable. But despite 
such efforts. North Korea has 
not given up its nuclear prog- 
ramme, the official was quoted 
as saying. 


Recently, South Korea got 
tough with North Korea over 
its refusal to allow fid 
insp ec ti o n s of its nude 
rairingthepo^ffityof 
i with Was hingto n oo 


On S a t urday , Lee Hoog- 
Koo, the Soffit's unification 
min i ste r, w ar ned tint North 
Korea’s choree of fed rods at 
its suspected nuclear reactor 
without outride m on i torin g 
would invite U Jf. san ctio n s. 

North Korea says it win 
allow inte rn a tional monitors to 
witness the fed replacement 
but only without sampling the 
used fed, citing its “special 
status” as a co un try half out- 
side the nuclear Non- 
ftotiferation Treaty. 

But the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
has refused to send monitors. 


mas tin g on sampling tim used 
fuel to d e t e rmine whether the 
g ov ernm ent had diverted fis- 
sile material for weapons. 

U.S. officiate believe the im- 
pending change of hid rods at 
North Korea’s five-megawatt 
reactor iu Yongbyon, 90 
kilometres (56 miles) north of 
Pyongyang, can provide 
enough plutonium to make 
four or five nuclear weapons. 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major's govern- 
ment, routed in local elections 
last week, was hit by yet 
another sex scandal Sunday 
and an opinion poll showing it 
also faces humiliation in next 
month's European elections. 

The double blow added to 
the problems of Mr. Major, 
the most unpopular premier on 
record, who could race a chal- 
lenge to his leadership of the 
ruling Conservatives who 
ousted hte. .predecessor Mar- 
garet Thatcher in 1990 as an 
election liability. 

A Sunday Times poll pre- 
dicted the Conservatives would 
win just 12 seats in the Euro- 
pean Parliament elections on 
June 9 compared to 56 lor the 
opposition Labour Party and 
14 for the centrist Liberal 
Democrats. 

In last week’s local council 
elections, the Conservatives 
slumped to just 27 per cent of 
the vote behind the opposition 
parties. 

Now the goverranent, hop- 
ing to pot on a united front in 
the teacup to the next crucial 
electoral test, has been bit by 
an embarrassing resignation. 

Michael Brown, a junior 
“whip” or government mana- 
ger in parliament, stepped 
down after the News Of The 
World tabloid splashed on its 
front page aflegatious he bad a 
homosexual relationship with a 
Conservative student. 

Mr. Brown, a member of 
parliament for the past 15 
years, said he would take legal 
action against the paper. “Inis 
will require my personal and 
direct attention which I could 
not pu rs u e as long as I re- 
mained iu government- ” 


Newly-appointed Japanese Justice Minister 
Hiroshi Nakai (rfefct) Hstem to Emperor Akfldto 
(left) wBfc Prime Minister T automn Hata (2nd left) 


at the Imperial 
Mace faHe w ing hfe predecessor’s iffig p ffios 
(AFP photo) 


Japan gets new justice minister 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Japan's new Justice Minister 
Hiroshi Nakai moved quickly 
Sunday to quell a storm erf 
protest aroused by his dis- 
graced predecessor’s attempt 
to whitewash the country’s 
wartime record. 

“It is true that (the Japanese 
military) conducted cruel, in-* 
describable acts in Nanjing,” 
Mr. Nakai told a news confer- 
ence after Prime Minister Tstt- 
tomo Hata had accepted his 
predecessor Sbigeto Nagano's 
resignation. 

Mr. Nagano, in an interview 
carried by Mainidn Shimtan 
Wednesday, had denied Japan 
waged an aggressive war in 
Aria in the 1930s and 1940s or 
massacred tens of th o»™ntfa of * 
Chinese civilians in Nanjing in 


1937. 

The remarks sparked pro- 
tests from Asian countries 
which had suffered under 
Japan’s military rale before 
and after World War II. 

Mr. Nakai, sworn in Sunday 
by Emperor Akihito, is a mem- 
ber of the Democratic Socialist 
Party. It is his first appoint- 
ment to a cabinet post. 

Mr. Hata’s decision to pick a 
new justice minister from a 
party other than his own Shin- 


seito (Renewal Party) was 
widely interpreted as an 
attempt to deflect criticism that 
be was favouring his own 
group. 

Mr. Nagano was a member 
of Hata’s party, a feet which 
fuelled criticism of the prime 
minister's judgement in select- 
ing him. 

Kir. Hata’s position as bead 
of a fragile coalition minority 
go v e rn ment has been da m a g ed 
by the controversy. 

Oppo si t i on party members 
are expected to step up then- 
attacks when parliamentary 
bus in ess resumes this week. 

Mr. Nakai was confirmed try 
Emperor Akihito Sunday fol- 
lowing his predecessor’s res- 
ignation. 

South Korea lauded Mr. 
Hata Sunday for his 
“courageous” decision to fire 
his justice minister, but suspi- 
cion persisted in Seoul over 
rightists who deny Japan’s 
World War II atrocities. 

Mr. Nagano’s dismissal 
“showed toe determination 
and courage of Prime Minister 
Hata, who wants to have a 
correct recognition of the past 
and forge a new bilateral rela- 
tionship,” the South Korean 


Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. 

The statement was in con- 
trast to newspaper commentar- 
ies that warned of a dormant 
rightist sentiment among 
Japanese government and poli- 
tical leaders. 

“(Nagano’s) resignation... 
could assuage the speading 
outcry and ire in Aria to some 
extent. But, what really counts 
is Japan’s thinking anti feeling 
with regard to its military 
aggression against its neigh- 
bours,” the Korea Times raid 
in an editorial Sunday. 

But government officials 
said privately that they taped 
die nay would not hurt then- 
efforts to build dose ties with 
the new Japanese g o ve r n ment. 

The editorial echoed wide- 
spread public worry here over 
efforts by Japanese conserva- 
tives to revue the country’s 
post-war constit u tion to allow 
the former colonial ruler to 
possess a stro nger, more active 

militar y 

“Nagano’s remarks raise 
suspicions about the true col- 
ours of the newly farmed gov- 
ernment led by Prime Minister 
Tsutotnu Hate,” the Korea 
Times said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton discussed 
U.S. policy toward Haiti with 
bis national security advisers as 
Republicans urged him against 
uring the U.S. Armed Forces 
to dislodge Haiti's military 
rulers. 

Meanwhile ousted Haitian 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide expressed scepticism ab- 
out the possibility of U.S. 
military action in Haiti and the 
threat of tighter U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

In a television interview 
aired Saturday, Mr. Aristide 
said on CNN's “Both Sides” 
with Jesse Jackson: “We have 
to see a political will coming 
from the U.N., from the U.S., 
to make sure they wifi pass 
from statements to actions, be- 
cause our country looks like a 
bouse on fire.” 

Mr. Aristide dodged ques- 
tions about whether the Hai- 
tian people would support 
U.S. military intervention, 
saying be would be impeached 
under his constit u t i on if he 
asked for it. 

White' House officiate said 
one item Mr. Clinton and bis 
advisers discussed was speed- 
ing the processing of Haitians 


Officials said there would 
not be a change in the policy of 
returning to Haiti those Hai- 
tians not deemed political re- 
fugees. But thpy said Mr. Clin- 
ton and his aides were discus- 
sing options to speed long de- 
lays in the proce ssin g of the 
thousands seeking asylum. 

Write House officials said 
after the two-hour meeting 
that the whole Haitian policy 
was under review and mod- 
ifications would be made tat it 
was unsure when an announce- 
ment would be made. 

Options under consideration 
were setting up new processing 
centres aboard U.S. strips or in 
nearby third countries and im- 
proving the processing facili- 
ties in Haiti, officiate said. 

Also under review were 
ways to provide greater secur- 


induding Vice President A1 
Gore, Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry, Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and 
National Security Adviser 
Anthony Lake, among others, 
held their second meeting in 
two days on Haiti. 

They also discussed a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
that will impose a nearly total 
embargo on Haiti on May 21 if 
Haiti’s nnfitary raters do not 
resign by then. 

Mr. Clinton has said he can- 
not rule out mffitary force to 
drive out Haitian Armed 
Forces Commander Lieute- 
nant-General Raoul Cedras 
and his top brass if the sanc- 
tions fail. His objective is to 
restore to power toe democra- 
tically elected Aristide. 

A poll showed Americans 
were sceptical about the use of 
force in Haiti. A CNN-Time 
m a g a z ine poll said 55 per cent 
of Americans opposed U.S. 
military intervention in Haiti 
with only 24 per cent in favour. 


WEU defence group to take East Europe into fold 


BRUSSELS (R) — The West- 
ern European Union (WEU) 
defen c e grou p opens its doon 
to Eastern E uro pean nation 
Monday, offering them dose 
political ties and the potabil- 
ity of joint pea c eke e ping and 
other ntiKtezy operations. 

The WEU, nog oversha- 
dowed by the U.s3ed NATO 
daring the cold war, has re- 
cently won a new lease of life 
as the 12-nation European Un- 
ion (EU) develops a common 
fecun and security policy. It 
conld one day become 
Europe's defence arm. 

Foreign and defe nce minis- 
ten from the WEU wifi invite 
six Eastern Emopean states 
and three Baltic republics to 
become “associate partners” 
Monday in L u x emb ourg. 

Ministers from Poland, Hun- 
gary, the Czech Republic, Slo- 
vakia, Romania, Bulgaria, 
Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania. 
— all countries anxious for. 
closer ties with the West — wifi 
also attend the Luxembourg 
meeting. 


attend regular meetings in 
Brussels and can take part in 
nufitary planning and opera- 
tions if they wish. 

Since the end of the coU 
war, the nine-nation WEU has 
taken on a limited role in 
European crises, including 
helping to e n force sanctions 
against Serbia on the Danube 
and with a naval force in the 
Adriatic. 


agreement has not yet been 
formally ratified. 

On Bosnia, WEU mini s tc is 
will discuss the possibility of 
contributing a fence of up to 
400 police for the city (rf Mas- 
tar, which may be put under 
Europe an Union administra- 
tion. 


The scheme is intended to 
complement NATO’s "part- 
nership for peace” plan, which 
offers all former Warsaw Pact 
members greater military 
cooperation, and is linked to 
Eastern Europe’s growing 
cooperation in trade and other 
fields with the EU. 

While the countries involved 
will not have security guaran- 
tees or the right of veto over 
WEU decisions, they will 


It is still very much the 
junior partner to NATO but 
now has forces assigned to it, 
mduding a new “Eurocorps” 
that brings together troops 
from France, Germany, Spam 
and Belgium. 

NATO has also said it could 
lend certain key ttdtitaiy assets 
— including headquarters units 
— to the WEU for use in crises 
when the alliance is unw illing 
or unable to take action itself 
Ministers will discuss bow that 
will work in practice. 

Eastern European nations 
want to join both the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) and the European 
Union but have foiled to win 
firm promises on a timetable. 
Despite that, Poland, and 
Hungary have formally applied 
to join fiie EU. 

Members of the WEU are in 
both NATO and the European 
Union. They are France, Bri- 
tain, Germany, The Nether- 
lands, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Spain, Portugal and Italy. 
Greece is joining but the 


Diplomats said there may be 
some informal discussion of 
who will succeed WEU 
Secretary-General Willem Van 
Eeketen, due to step down 
before the end of fins year. 

His original mandate ran Out 
at file end of April but WEU 
m em ber s agreed recently to 
prolong it for six months. 

Meanwhile, Sweden and 
Finland break a tradition of 
firm neutrality that endured 
throughout the cold war Mon- 
day when they forge a formal 


While Sweden and Finland 
have no intention of joining 
file 16-nation affiance, they 
plan to join the European Un- 
ion next year. The EU is de- 
veloping a common foreign 
and security policy. 

NATO has accepted Sweden 
and Finland as participants in 
the scheme because both coun- 
tries have long experience in 
U.N. peacekeeping operations 
which conld prove useful to the 
allian ce as it takes on new 
missions in the post-cold war 
world. 


Finland has already sug- 
gested setting up a peacekeep- 
ing college in Helsinki to which 
NATO countries and others 
would be invited to send offic- 
ers for training, alliance 
sources say. 

“Unlike the Eastern Enro- 


Hnk with NATO by signing the pe ans, these countries are not 
alliance’s “partnership for interested in help with issues 


Guitarists break 
world records in 
mass jam session 

VANCOUVER (R) — No less 
than 1,322 guitarists strummed 
a singl e song for more than one 
hour Saturday in a mass jam 
session that set two new re- 
cords. They strummed the 
three chords of the Canadian 
rock anthem Taking Care Of 
Bussiness for 68 minutes 40 
seconds, according to a city 
councilman who kept the offi- 
cial time. It was the greatest 
number of guitarists ever to 
play together at one time and 
never before had the', same 
song been played for so long. 
The maratnon jam session, 
which opened a music trade 
show, drew guitarists aged be- 
tween seven to 59 who played 
acoustic guitars, and some un- 
amplified electric guitar?, in a 
sunny downtown Vancouver 
square. They were led- by Ran- 


?!< 


dy Bachman, former guitarist 
or the groups Bachman Turner 


Overdrive and the Guess Who. 
The largest previous gathering 
of guitarists was 545 who play- 
ed Hang On Sloopy for 45 
minutes in Co him bus, Ohio. 
The previous record for play- 
ing time was 65 minutes of 
Shake, Rattle and Roll payed 
by 532 guitarists in Santa Cruz, 
California. 
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Women’s group 
denounces Miss 
Universe contest 
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Clinton, advisers discuss Haiti policy changes 

. r - - 

who are seeking political asy- ity to refugees intercepted at 
lum in the United States to sea by U.S. authorities awf 
escape represaon at home. returned to file Bland, they 
The Canton policy of fore- said, 
ibly returning Haitian refugees Mr. Clinton and his advisers, 
who flee their country Ity boat 
has led to two protests in front 
of the White House Ity several 
members of Congress and a 
26-day hunger strike by activist 
Randall Robinson. 


MANILA (AFP) — About 150 
members of a leftist women's 

near* 3 the stacJum^vfiietfAe 
Miss Universe beauty pageant 
is to be held, attacking Philip- 
pine President Fidel Ramos for 
hosting the contest. The mem- 
bers erf Gabriela accused Mr. 
Ramos of being “a worid-dass 
pimp,” charging that toe gov- 
ernment’s decision to host the 
Miss Universe contest was in- 
tended to promote sex tourism 
in this country. Speakers 
charged that more foreigners 
would come to this country in 
search of cheap prostitutes dim 
to the publicity garnered from 
hosting the beauty pageant. 
They also charged that Mr. 
Ramos was using toe contest to 
boost toe pre&ige of his gov- 
ernment, in .toe same way 
then-President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos hosted the Miss Universe 
pageant in 1-974 to-prontas his 
martial-law regime. Therpro- 
testors were prevented from 
approaching toe stadium by a 
group of private security 
guards and policemen. The. 
Gabriela members dispersed 
after a little over an hour. 
Seventy-eight contestants wifi 
be vying to succeed reigning 
Miss Universe Dayaoara Tor- 
res of Puerto Rico in the May 
21 pageant to be aired live on 
worldwide television. 


Survey: Japanese 
students live 
for the moment 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
high school students are caref- 
ree now but more pessimistic 
about their future than coun- 
terparts in the United States 
and Taiwan, according to an 
opinion poll. Asked if young 
people should enjoy them- 
selves while they can, 52 per 
cent of the Japanese students 
responded affirmatively, com- 
pared with 22 per cent of the 
Americans and just 13 per cent 
tor Taiwan. The survey of 
around 1,000 students breach 
of the three countries was 
taken late last year by the 
Japan Institute for Research 
on Youth, an affiliate of toe 
Education Ministry. Only 
three per cent of the Amer- 
icans said they were pessimistic 
a&out their own future, com- 
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peace . 

The partnership, originally 
designed to provide closer 
military links between NATO 
and its former enemies, will 
enable the two countries to 
take part in joint peacekeeping 
exercises and other training 
with the alliance. 

Fifteen countries from East- 
ern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union have signed file 
partnership scheme so for, 
many of them in the tape that 
it wifi help them become full 
members of the North Atlantic 
treaty Organisation (NATO). 


such as defence planning,'* said 
one source. “They feel they 
have something to offer and 
that neutrality clearly no lon- 
san,e m earring that 

it did. 


Swedish Foreign Minister 
Maigaretba Af UggJas and 
Finnish Foreign Minister Heik- 
ki Haavisto wifi sign the part- 
nership at NATO Headquar- 
ters Monday. 

Affiance sources said both 
countries would then present 
NATO with a detailed outline 
of toe cooperation thev want 
under the scheme TuSdajT 
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Top seed Cowchka Martinez of Spain Sunday won t he Italian 
Open women’s trank title phyed in Rome. Martinez beat 
Martina Navratilova, the second seed, 7-6 (7/5), 6*4 in tbe final 
match which lasted one hoar, SO mfamtes (AFP photo) 


Asia to tackle 
soccer corruption 
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.'KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Corruption, the Asian Cup and 
a bitter election battle will be 
topping the agenda when an 
Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) congress opens here 
Monday. 

The most explosive debate is 
.expected when the AFCs tech- 
nical committee tackles the 
subject of match-fixing, some- 
thing seemingly unique to 
southeast Asia, whereby book- 
makers profit by bribing play- 
ers and so controlling match 
results r 

“We have to ensure that this 
cancerous business of match- 
fixing is beaten once and for 
all," said AFC General- 
Secretary Peter Velappan, who 
, has often blamed corrupt soc- 
cer officials for being soft on 
the bookies and players in- 
volved. 

“The national associations 
have to be convinced to take a 
greater stand against the prob- 
lem. It looks to me as. if the 
problem could be spreading as 
we speak,” said Velappan Sin- 


day. 

In March, Velappan touched 
off a war of woras when he 
accused two Chinese teams of 
working with Thai bookies to 
fix results in two tournaments 
played in Bangkok. Chinese 
soccer officials, while denying 
the charges, launched inves- 
* ligations but have yet to report 
back to tbe AFC. 

Velappan declined to say 
whether the congress would 
lead to any specific new initia- 
tives against match-fixing, 
which is considered especially 
rampant in Indonesia and 
Thailand. 

AFC delegates also face an 
intensive week of lobbying 
from tbe four candidates vying 
for Asia’s FIFA vice- 
president’s position, one of 
four sets of elections this week. 

The candidates are Sheikh 
Ahmad Fahad from Kuwait, 
Qatar’s Mohammad Bin Ham- 
mam, Tadao Murata from 
Japan and South Korean 
Chung Moon-Jung. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


. Doohan wins Spanish 6P 

JEREZ, Spain (R) — World championship leader Michael 
Doohan of Australia rode a cool race in the heat of Jerez to 
win the Spanish Grand Prix 500 race ahead of American Kevin 
Schwantz Sunday. Doohan allowed Schwantz to lead for 14 of 
the 27 laps on the 4.423-kilometre circuit but passed his rival 
on lap 15 and gradually opened up a slight but comfortable 
margin. The two were well dear of American John Kocinski, 
whose Cagiva could not match the speed of Doohan’s Honda 
or Schwantz’s Suzuki, leaving him almost 10 seconds behind 
the leading pair. The victory stretched Doohan’s world 
championship lead over the pursuing Americans. He now has 
86 points after four events with Schwantz and Kocinski 
together on 68. 

Barkley backs off retirement plans 

PHOENIX, Arizona (AFP) — Charles Barkley, who vowed 
all season that this would be his last year in the National 
Basketball Association (NBA), is not so sure now. T can’t say 
I’m definitely not coming back, because once I say it, I can’t 
change my mind,” he said Friday. “And once I say ‘Hey, I’m 
retiring,’ then I am retired.” For now, Barkley is concentrat- 
ing on resting his aching back before the second round of the 
NBA playoffs, when his Phoenix Suns will meet either 
Houston or Portland. 

Cambodia returns to Asian Games 

HIROSHIMA. Japan (AFP) — Cambodia will attend the 
Asian Games for the first time in 20 years at the Hiroshima 
event in October, organizers said Sunday. Cambodia will send 
six officials and nine athletes to Japan. Cambodia was 
excluded from the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) in 1976 
due to their local unrest. But they were readmitted last, 
December. According to a preliminary survey, about 7,300 
competitors and officials from 42 countries will take part in the 
12th quadrennial event. 
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A1 Ahli, A1 Jazireh to clash in 
U-22 basketball tourney 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN •— The Sports 
Palace in Amman will witness 
Monday one of tbe most comp- 
etitive basketball matches of 
the season as Al Ahli clash 
with Ai Jazireh in the first leg 
of the final round of the under- 
22 basketball competition — 
the first of the season's 12 
events organised by the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF). 

Also Monday, Al Abbasi 
meet Al Jalil in their quest for 
third place. 

The top four teams will play 
a second leg before the com- 
petition is concluded next 
week. 

Although the four qualifying 
teams have demonstrated a 
promising standard, AI Ahli 
and Al Jazireh have proved that 
they will be the top contendere 
for the title. 

Both teams have so far 
maintained an unbeaten record 
throughout the competition in 
which nine teams took pan: Al 
Ahli, Al Abbasi, Yarmouk. 
Homcntmen. Abu Nusair, A I 
Jazireh. Al Jalil. Gazzet 
Hashem and Al Watani. 

During the final round, Al 
Jazireh scored an impressive 
109-47 (57-19) win over Al Jalil 
who were expected to give it a 
tougher fight, especially since 
their first round encounter had 
ended 84-75 for Al Jazireh. 

Al Jazireh also beat Al 
Abbasi 82-56 (40-28). 

Meanwhile, Al Ahli beat Al 
Jalil 91-47 (51-22), and Al 
Abbasi 91-55 (57-29). 

So far. Al Aitli have scored 
more impressive and convinc- 
ing victories thanks to well 
experienced players including 
Mohammad and Taimour Sha- 
mali, Ramez Hammoudeh, 
Wisam Nino. Zeid Alkhas, 
Faisal Ensour and Riyad 
Ayesh, in addition to an abun- 
dant number of substitutes. 


During the preliminary 
round they scored crushing vic- 
tories of 125-71 over Al Yar- 
mouk; 160-43 over Abu 
Nusair; 140-55 over Homent- 
men and 98-65 over AI Abbasi. 

AI Jazireh had a more diffi- 
cult path. They overcame Al 
Watani 91-62; AI Jalil 84-75 
and Gazzet Hashem 116-36. 

This season, Al Jazireh will 
again attempt to dinch the 
most titles. Last year they won 
(he boys U-I4 and U-I6 titles, 
finished second in the U-19 
competition, third in the first 
division and won the women's 
championship. 

Their ambitious team is ted 
by Ghaith Ennabi and new 
recruit Naser Alawneh who 
moved from Ai Hussein for a 
reported sum of JD5000. 

Abbasi, formerly a lowly 
second division dub, qualified 
to the final round after losing 
only to Al Ahli. Their young 
team, led by A&hraf Samara, 
Tvcq Najjar and lyad Zaiati- 
mo, has been playing with 
greater confidence since they 
beat Al Orthodoxi to clinch 
third place in the 1993 under- 
19 competition back in Janu- 
ary. 

Ai Jalil have also demons- 
trated that they are a team to 
be reckoned with despite with- 
drawing against Al Jazireh in 
the final minutes of their first 
round match. Al Jazireh had 
barely won the first half 43-41 
and were leading 84-75 when 
the match was suspended. 

The JBF had opted to com- 
mence the 1994 season with tbe 
U-22 tournament since it was 
cancelled in 1993. However 
many players this year also 
missed the competition since 
the JBFs regulations stipulate 
that only those born after 1973 
can take part. Therefore, many 
players bom in 1972 and who 
are still just under 22 could not 
compete for the second con- 


secutive year. 

Most teams were un- 
doubtedly affected by this 
technically. Tirlebolders Al 
Orthodoxi, who won the last 
U-22 championship in 1992 
opted not to participate this 
year. Similarly Al Ashnifieh, 
Al Hussein. Al Karak, Al 
Wifaq, Anjarah. Al Mafraq 
and Al Husun clubs did not 
play this season. 

According to tbe JBFs 1994 
regulations, first division teams 
are required to compete in at 
least two age groups, while 
second division teams in only 
one age group. 

The JBF is now trying to 
upgrade competition and re- 
classify dubs. This year the 
first division includes only 
seven teams: Al Ahli, A'l 
Orthodoxi. Jazireh. Jalil, 
Wat it, Hussein and Homent- 
men Two teams will be rele- 
gated in 1994 and only one 
team will be promoted from tbe 
second division making the tot- 
al number of competing teams 
only six in 1995 compared to 
eight until 1993. 

After meeting with repre- 
sentatives of competing clubs, 
the JBF recently rescheduled 
their 1994 competition in a way 
that would most benefit play- 
ers taking into consideration 
school and university exams 
and a host of other related 
factors that hinder competi- 
tions and cause numerous post- 
ponements throughout tbe sea- 
son. 

The schedule was also read- 
justed according to the timet- 
able of the national team's 
preparations for the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima in Octo- 
ber. However, the Jordan 
Olympic Committee recently 
decided to exclude basketball 
and limit Jordan’s participation 
to equestrian, shooting, athle- 
tics. taekwondo and karate. 


Senna’s family denies paternity suit 


SAO PAULO (AFP) — 
Leonardo Senna, the .brother 
of Ayrton Senna, has flatly 
denied claims by a Brazilian 
model that the late motor rac- 
ing world champion fathered 
her nine-month old daughter. 

Lawyers acting for Mercella 
Prado said in Rio de Janeiro 
Friday, the day after Senna's 
funeral here, that she plans 
legal action to have baby Vic- 
toria recognised as his illegiti- 
mate daughter. 

If the claim is proved in 
court, Victoria and her mother 
would be entitled to sue for 
half of Senna’s fortune, esti- 
mated at $60 million. 

-Senna was killed in a crash 


during the San Marino Grand 
Prix May L 

Leonardo, indignant at the 
charge,’ said: ‘‘Why didn't she 
do anything while he was 
alive? 

“The girt is no daughter of 
Ayrton’s,” he insisted Satur- 
day. 

“It’s unbelievable that peo- 
ple are already trying to take 
advantage of the situation. 
We’re going through a very 
difficult period and, on top of 
that, we have to put up with 
stories like this.” 

Marcella, wbo’s real name is 
Edilaine de Britos Goncalves, 
claims that Victoria was the 
result of a brief fling with tbe 


Formula One hero in 1992. 

Meanwhile, the Senna is to 
be immortalised al ike Portu- 
guese racing circuit of EstoriL. 
where officials have decided to 
name the final bend before the 
home straight after the triple 
world champion. _ 

Circuit chief Joao Teotonio 
Pereira said: “This is where he 
won his first grand prix (1985) 
and opened a new era in For- 
mula One. 

“We decided to name this 
section of the track after him 
because we still haven't forgot- 
ten his qualifying lap for the 
1986 Portuguese Grand Prix in 
a Lotus- Renault Turbo.” 
Circuit owners are also plan- 
ning a monument to Senna at 
the track. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Second floor, consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining 
rooms, one bathroom and a kitchen with a gtassed-in 
veranda and central heating. Annual rent JD2.950. 
Location: Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, behind the Swiss, 
Korean and German embassies. 

Please call tel. 651190 - 673925 


Go for Gin wins Kentucky Derby 


LOUISVILLE. Ky. (AP) — 
Go for Gin, a proven mud 
horse, handled the sloppy 
track at Churchill Downs 
Saturday, leading from the 
gate to win the 120th Kentucky 
Derby by two lengths. 

Holy Bull, the 2-1 favourite, 
tripped over the Derby jinx 
and finished 12tb in the 14- 
horee field. 

Holy Bull became the 15th 
consecutive beaten favourite. 
The Jasr betting choice to win 
the Kentucky Derby was 
another grey. Spectacular Bid, 
in 1979. 

S trades Creek, trying to be- 
come the first Kentucky Derby 
winner without a race as a 
2-year-old since Apollo in 
1882, closed strong to finish 
second. Blurain Affair finished 
third and Brocco, tbe second 
betting choice, was fourth. 

Go for Gin won on a sloppy 
track — the first such condi- 
tions for a Kentucky Derby - 
since 1948. completing the 114 
miles (2.000 metres) in 2 mi- 
nutes, 3 3-5 seconds. S trades 
Creek was 2k? lengths in front 
of Blumin Affair, who was 
three-quarters of a length in 


front of Brocco. 

Completing the order of fin- 
ish were Soul of the Matter, 
Tabasco Cat. Southern 
Rhythm, Powis Castle, Maho- 
gany Hall, Smilin Singin Sam, 
Meadow Light, Holy Bull, 
Valiant Nature and Ulises, 
Kandaly was scratched. 

Go for Gin now has raced 
five times on sloppy or muddy 
tracks and has three victories 
and two seconds. In his pre- 
vious stan, he had finished 
second in the Wood Memorial 
on a muddy track at Aqueduct. 

Go for Gin took charge with 
a half-nfile (1,000 metres) to go 
and turning for home it be- 
came obvious quickly that no 
one was going to catch the bay 
colt on this damp Saturday, ft 
had rafted Friday and much of 
Saturday afternoon, but the 
rain stopped for the Derby. 

Go for Gin paid $20.20, 
$8.40 and SS.80 to win, place 
and show on a 52 bet. Srrodes 
Creek, ridden by Eddie De- 
lahoussaye, returned $7.80 and 
$6 to place and show on a $2 
bet while Blumin Affair, rid- 
den by Jeny Bailey, was $8 to 
show. 


It was the second Dffly 
victory for 39-year-old Qlfft 
McCarron. who was riding in 
his 12th Derby and last won in 
19S7 with Alysheba. 

It was the second Derby 
triumph for co-owners WflJiom 
J. Condren and Joseph Cor- 
naeehia, they co-owned 199j 
winner Strike the Gold with 
Giles Brophy. 

Even more surprising thus 
Go for Gin’s victory was Holy 
Bull’s dismal performance. 
The 2-1 favourite was so re- 
laxed in the post parade that he 
did not need the assistance of a 
lead pony. But on this day, the 
muscular grey who was K 
queathed to trainer JiL^J 
Croll by a client, didn’t waK* 
up in the starting gate, 

It has been his style to break 
on the top, and in five ofjfcps 
seven victories he went wirg^n 
wire. 

At the end. Holy Bull was jg 



jock- 
ey, said. “He got away really 
bad. He got away fiatfooteq. 
Every step he tried to take was 
a wrong one." 


Medvedev wins German Open 


HAMBURG, Germany (AFP) 
— Andrei Medvedev won the 
German Open here Sunday, 
when he convincingly ended 
the giantkilling run of 20-year- 
old Russian Yevgeny Kafelni- 
kov. 

Medvedev swept to a 6-4, ’ 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3 victory in the clay 
court classic. 

Contrary to expectations, it 
was often a dull contest be- 
tween two friends who spent 
part of Saturday evening play- 
ing backgammon together, but 
who failed to live up to tbeir 
reputations as the most excit- 
ing young prospects in tennis. 

The sunny but windy condi- 
tions may have played some 
part in that, but neither player 
showed any particular flair.! 
They were evenly matched in 
many areas, especially the ral- 
lies, which consisted largely of 
tentative exchanges. 

Medvedev did impress with 


his occasional change of pace, 
forcing the unsuspecting Kafel- 
nikov, who had knocked out. 
world number two Michael 
Stich Saturday, into errors. 

The Russian also hit some 
impressive forehand passes, 
but they were buried inside a 
generally mediocre match. 

Kafelnikov began by drop- 
ping serve in the first game, 
but broke back for 1-1 after 
Medvedev had led 40-15. The 
Ukranian nearly lost his next 
service game too, from 40-0, 
but held on and then broke 
again for 3-2 when Kafelnikov 
netted a double-handed back- 
hand. 

That settled tbe first set, 
although Medvedev double- 
faulted on his first set point. In 
the second, Medvedev broke 
for 2-1 , but again lost his serve 
in tbe next game. 

. Continuing die pattern of the 
first set, Medvedev broke 


again, for 4-3, and went on t6 
take the set. 

Kafelnikov took advantage 
of a poor service game by 
Medvedev in the third to breai 
for 4-2 and then broke thfi 
number four seed to love in the 
opening game of the fourth set, 

But hits brief revival wm 
snuffed out in the next gaxpe 
when Medvedev broke back fo 
1-1, and another, to love, g& Ve 
him a decisive 4-2 lead. 

“Yevgeny can do anything 
he wants. He’s serving big, 
He's playing good at the net. 
Right now, he’s so confident 
he’s playing tbe best tennis he : s 
capable of. 

“With that confidence, he 
goes on to the court thinking 
he’s not going to lose, so let's 
make it a quick one and get it 

over with.” 

-•■Medvedev won 5245.000 -for 
(he title, while Kafelnikov 
earned : $129,000. - ~ 



FOR RENT 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

☆ Sludio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Annual Rent - Owner Te|j 667862/642351 


REQUIRED 

Teachers off English for Summer School 

English native speakers (preferably graduates) to 
teach children and adults. 

For further information please call 
Tel. 680726, between 10 a.m. & 4 p.m. 


INVITATION 

The Salt Handicraft Training Centre/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation invites 
you to its yearly exhibition of weavings 
and ceramics starting Wednesday, May 
11, 1994 until Friday, May 13, 1994 
from 11 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

.Furnished flat, Fourth Circle, two bedrooms, salon, 
sitting room, dining room, closed veranda, separate 
heating, solar system, telephone, garden & garage. 

Please call 642786 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, Jiving & dining 
room with telephone, independent central heating 
and lift. 

Location: Fifth Circle, near Jabri Stores. 

For more information, please call: 
601767 


f DELUX FURNISHED APARTMENT \ 


a WITH TELEPHONE, LIFT .CENTRAL HEATING 

J AND NEW FURNITURE. jjjj 

{ CALL: 668025 
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LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW 
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq. m. in a two-floor building in 
the best residential area, between the 4th & 5th 
Circles (near Guest’s Palace), Zahran Street - 
Jabal Amman, overlooking large beautiful private 
gardens. 

Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen, 
laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 baleen 
nies. Crystal chandeliers and chosen carpets. 
Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and video. 
Car park avaifalbe. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

If interested call tel. #: 6715D9 


Jordan Times 
Teh: 667171 
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Cinema ^ c *- : 634144 

. PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema Tel.. 677420 

CONCORD | 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ARMOtlN THEATRE 

TeL: 675571 

NabQ Al Ma$h(nl Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 62515® 

AHLAN THEATRE 

flatliners 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. o:I5. 8:30. 10:30 

Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

Tom & Jerry at 11 a.m. 

i 

Trouble Bound 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5:00, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘1’ 
Silence off the Lambs 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30/ 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2* 
Perfect World 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, ID JO 

m k# 

The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 

* 

Coming soon . 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan A! Mashini 

The political comedy play: 

“WHAT A PEACE!” 
(Al Salam Ya Salami 

At: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 
* 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel to let in 4,000 more Palestinians 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel decided Sunday to allow another 
4,000 Palestinians to enter the country to work, pushing die 
total number of labourers from the occupied territories to 
12,500, officials said Since the army sealed off the West 
Bank, and Gaza Strip on April 7, following a bus bombing 
which left eight Israelis dead, the closure has been progressive- 
ly eased. Ail those granted work permits have to be over the 
age of 27, labour ministry spokesman Han an Robin told AFP. 
Besides the 12,500 permits, Israel allowed 16,000 Palestinians 
to return to work in occupied Arab East Jerusalem from April 
18. 


Israel approves new Egyptian ambassador 


CAIRO (AP) — The Israeli government on Sunday notified 
Egypt's Foreign Ministry that it accepted the appointment of 
Assem Megabed, as the new ambassador to Tel Aviv, ministry 
officials said: Mr. Megabed, 49, will replace Mohammad 
Bassiouny, who has been ambassador to Israel for more than 
seven years. Mr. Megaheds.. graduated from Cairo's ’Ain 
Shams University School of Commerce in 1965 and joined the 
Foreign Ministry in 1968. He previously was posted to 
Afghanistan and Turkey and was a consul in Israel. He is 
married with two children. 


Israel votes on autonomy pact on Wednesday 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 14- 
member cabinet on Sunday pat off giving formal approval of 
the Israel-Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) autonomy 
agreement signed in Cairo last week. Officials said the vote 
would be pot off on til Wednesday to give ministers time to 
study the details of the agreement signed in Cairo by Mr. 
Rabca and PLO leader Yasser Arafat. Education banister 
Amnon Rubinstein told reporters after the cabinet's weekly 
session that the agreement would also “be submitted as is 
customary in Israel” for the approval of the Knesset Israel 
Radio said parliament would also meet Wednesday. Absorp- 
tion Minister Yair Trahan said be expected a heated debate, 
but that it would end in a victory for Mr. Rabin’s government, 
which has a one-vote majority in die 120-seat parliament “I 
believe we shall have a good majority. The problem is to 
convince our public opinion," Mr. Tsaban said. 


Skeefie, oldest American, dies at 115 


RADFORD (AP) — Margaret Skeete, listed in the Guinness 
Book of Records as the oldest American, (Bed Saturday at her 
home. She was 115. Mis. Skeete had been bedridden since a 
fall three weeks ago, and toed in her sleep, said her daughter, 
Verne Taylor. The Guinness Book of Records listed Mrs. 
Skeete for the first rime in its 1993 edition, after verifying her 
age from an 1880 census that fisted her as a two-year-old, Mrs. 
Taylor said. Mrs. Skeete also was listed in the 1994 edition. 
Mrs. Skeete was born Oct. 27, 1878 in Rockport. Texas. When 
her husband died 41 years ago, die moved from Texas to 
Radford to five with Mrs. Taylor’s family. In 'dition to her 
husband, she outlived her other two children. Mrs. Skeete was 
unimp res s ed by her longevity. “I guess that’s something, but it 
doesn't buy me anything,” she said at her 115th birthday party 
last October. The oldest living person in the world is 
119-year-old Jeanne Cahnent of France, acc ordin g to Guin- 


ness. 


Zhirinovsky: New regime in the fall 


BUDAPEST (AP) — - Russian nttranalianafist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky, speeding to a meeting with Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic, claimed Sunday drat President Boris 
Yeltsin planned a major Russian gov ernme nt sbakenp. “Yelt- 
sin told me there will be a new regime in Moscow in the fall,” 
Mr. Zhirinovsky told reporter s when be arrived at Budapest's 
Ferihegy airport Sunday. He fiery politician spoke as Serbs 
sent to pick him op hustled him to a waiting Mercedes. U.N. 
embargoes on Serbian-dominated former Yugoslavia mdndr 
flight bans. He yras accompanied by four Russian soldiers, 
a colonel and a ca ptain . Mr. Zhirinovsky plans to 
spend three days in Belgrade. A planned rally for him in the 
Serbian capital was banned, however, despite his support for 
Serbs in their wars in Croatia and Bosnia. 


U.N. observer killed In Kuwait accident 


KUWAIT (AP) — The United Nations Iraq-Knwait Observa- 

oSm * — - — /V 0 j u. .m- 


tion Mission (UNKOM) said Sunday that one of its officers 
and another inn 


was killed and another injured in a weekend traffic accident. 
In a sta tem e n t, UNKOM said Major Lei Rumnin, a Chinese, 
died ahen his car o v ert ur ned Saturday an the Kuwaiti side of 
the deim&tarised border area. He was 43. The c » me of toe 
accident was not known. Captain Wahab Kabaruddin, a 
35-year-old Indonesian observer who was in the same car, was 
injured and taken to a Kuwaiti hospital, where his condBtkm 
was reported to be stable, toe statement added. More than 300 
observers have been monitori n g toe border area Mice toe end 
of the Gulf war. 


Rabbani forces ctaftn capture of key dty 


KABUL (AFP) — Fences loyal to President Bnrhanoddin 
Rabbani have entered the n or t h w es tern Afghan city of 
Bpghlan, posing a direct threat to the st rategi c city of 
Pul-e-Khumri, a senior Defence Ministry officer said Sunday. 
General Khan Mohammad said Mr. Raboam’s forces c ap t ure d 
Baghlan around 10:00 a.m. (0530 GMT) Saturday after fierce 
fighting. No independent confirmation was immediately avail- 
able. Gen. Khan Mohammad said that former defence 


minister and Mr. Rabbani’s main commander, Ahmad Shah 
Masoud, led toe attack himself. “Now we can say that 
Pul-e-Khumri is besieged from all sides," he said prrttie+ing 
the city’s fall “any tone.” Sporadic dashes had been going on 
since last month for toe control of PuI-el-Khumri, about 20 
kilometres south of Baghlan. The general did not say how 
many troops participated in toe offensive nor did he give any 
casmdty figures. 


'India puts off missile test to placate U.S.’ 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime Minister P.V. Naraamha Rao 
has asked to postpone this week's test launch of toe new 
Prithvi ballistic missile, whose development the United States 
wants halted, a newspaper reported Sunday. The report came 
as Mr. Rao prepared to meet with President Bill Clinton in 
Washington on May 19 to discuss strained relations over 
defence and disarmament. Washington has been trying to 
negotiate a halt to toe arms race m nudear weapons and 
missiles between India and Pakistan. The U.S. State Depart- 
ment told New Delhi it was disappointed at the failure of the 
recent with Indian officials to persuade India to stop toe 
production of nuclear material. 


Pilot error blamed for Zaire plane crash 


ONSHASA (R) — Pilot error almost certainly caused the 
rash of a light aircraft which killed Zaire's acting foreign 
ninister and a Tunisian presidential aide, Zairean Information 
Minister Ngongo Luwowo said on Sunday. As the government 
innounced a period of national mourning, Mr. Ngongo smd 
he first indications were that the Zairean 
wo^neined Kingair fatally misjudged his approach to Kmsh- 
“port as he tried to land m the dark. Itloobas 
hongb he came in too low and hit a tree, said M^Ngong. 
: oreigJi Minister Mpmga Kasenda, Trahan 
mvoyZine A1 Abidine Mestm, Tumsian Cbar^ dAffmr^ m 
Kinshasa Mustapha Takaya, 'and the head of Zaire s state 
Sdty group SNEL, Bingota Mondoko were^c^tbe 
and crew kffied in the crash, shortly after a 

oidnight Saturday. 
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S. Africans pledge themselves to reconciliation 


SOWETO, South Africa 
(Agencies) — Nelson Mandela 
pledged to forget the past as he 
joined thousands of his coun- 
trymen in a Christian thank- 
sgiving and reconciliation ser- 
vice Sunday, the eve of his 
election as South Africa’s first 
black president. 

“Nothing we can say can 
fully describe the misery of our 
people" under 46 years of ra- 
cial repression,” Mr. Mandela 
told a predominantly black in- 
terdenominational crowd at a 
soccer stadium. 

“But the day we had been. 


the way to tfie election, was 
spread on the soccer field. Bal- 
loons in the flag's gold, green, 
white, blue, red and black col- 
ours were set free as the crowd 
sang the country’s two national 
anthems at the end of the 2Vi 
hour service. 

As the crowd rocked to the 
beat and waved their hands, a 
mass choir from black and 
white churches sang hymns 
throughout the service. 

Archbishop Tutu, who won 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
own fight against apartheid, 
took part in the cornerstone of 


fighting for, the day we were . the service. He and other 
working for has arrived," he clergymen read statements 


said. “We are saying let us 
forget the past, let us hold 
hands, as we have done here.” 

Mandela’s African National 
Congress (ANC) swept toe 
April 26-29 election that was 
the first in South Africa to 
include the blade majority. 
With that victory, toe ANC 
took control of parliament, 
which was to elect toe pres- 
ident cm Monday. 

"Mr. Mandela was to be in- 
augurated ‘Tuesday in a cere- 
mony attended by more than 
40 heads of stale. 

Some 15,000 .people 
attended Sunday’s service, 
organised by the South African 
Council of Churches. A band 
struck up “Onward Christian 
Sokfios” . whoa Mr. Mandela 
arrived just before noon. Sur- 
rounded by photographers, he 
shook hands with a line of 
people in wheelchairs, then a 
fine of religions leaders, as he 
made his way across the field 
to lake a seat on toe stage next 
to Anglican Archbishop De- 
smond Tntu. 

The service was broadcast' 
five on national television and 
radio. 

A huge Sooth African flag, 
its design chosen by black and 
white negotiators who opened 


acknowledging the crimes and 
pain of the past, and asking 
God’s forgiveness. 

The turnout for the service 
was low compared to the huge 
crowds that mobbed Mr. Man- 
dela during his victorious cam- 
paign for last month's historic 
all-race elections. 


Smiling members of the 
racially-mixed crowd at the 
service turned to their neigh- 
bours and shook hands or hug- 
ged after the appeal for recon- 
ciliation from Archbishop 
Tutu. 

Mr. Mandela embraced 
Leon Wessels, minister of 
manpower in the outgoing 
white government of President 
F.W, de Klerk, who was 
among dignitaries at the ser- 
vice. 

“There is one force in this 
country which has had a 
tremendous impact," said Mr. 
Mandela. ’That is religion, 
that is the church.’ 

He said church ministers bad 
kept bis spirits up during the 27 
yean he spent in jail for fight- 
ing apartheid. “Today, as a 
result of support we re- 
ceived.. .we are now ready to 
begin the great task of building 
our country.” 

Mr. Mandela, attended 


Muslim and Jewish services on “ We woult J 1 ‘ £ e Jj? 

Friday and Saturday as part of government of ad foms ot 
his bid to bring reclamation corruption, and one of the 


to a fractured nation. 

Mr. Mandela — wearing a 
prayer cap — told Jews 
gathered at a Cape Town syna- 
gogue on Saturday the new 
South Africa needed their 
skills and resources, and 
appealed to those overseas to 
return. 

He also said whites had no 
need to fear black majority 
rule. 

Speaking on the synagogue 
steps, Mr. Mandela said white 
living standards would not suf- 
fer although the priority of the 
new government of national 
unity led by the -ANC was to 
improve the lives .of blacks, 
coloureds and Indians. 

On Friday, be told a Muslim 
congregation at a Cape Town 
mosque the involvement of re- 
ligion in the new government 
would help curb corruption. 



Alan Boesak (left), leader of toe African National 
Congress in toe Western Cape regional assem- 
bly, and Mow assembly members smfle far 
00 Saturday daring a photo 


session before the assembly adjourned after toe 
first h istoric al mixed white-black session fbOow- 
tog general elections late last month (AFP photo) 


ways of doing this is to ensure 
that the church has a role in 
influencing the policies of the 

government.” 

The high moral values found 
m all religions should "pene- 
trate into government struc- 
tures," Mr. Mandela said. 

The 75-year-old ANC leader 
flies back to Cape Town for the 
first session on Monday of the 
country's non-racial 400-seat 
national assembly. 

The assembly, elected in the 
April 26-29 poll, will confirm 
Mr. Mandela as president prior 
to his official inauguration in 
Pretoria, on the steps of the 
Union Buildings where the 
National Party administered its 
apartheid policies for four de- 
cades. 

Mr. Mandela's estranged 
wife Winnie has been 
snubbed in arrangements for 
the presidential inauguration, 
a newspaper reported on Sun- 
day. 

The Johannesburg-based 
Sunday Times said Winnie had 
not been invited to a 1,200- 
guest lunch with Mr. Mandela 
and other world leaders. 

The paper said Mr. Mandela 
himself had asked organisers to 
ensure Mis. Mandela did not 
attend. No immediate com- 
ment was available from the 
Mandelas. 

The couple separated two 
years ago following Mrs. Man- 
dela's conviction for kidnap- 
ping four black youths. De- 
spite the conviction, she was 
included in the ANC electoral 
list. 

The new democratic era be- 
gan in earnest on Saturday as 
new ANC-dominated provin- 
cial assemblies 'met and Jblacks 
took political power for the 
first time in over three centur- 


ies. 


Saudi rights group 
reports new arrests 


NICOSIA (AP) — Saudi Ara- 
bia has stepped up a campaign 
to stamp out dissent, targeting 
university students, professors 
and other college employees in 
tire latest sweep of arrests, an 
exiled human rights group said 
Sunday. 

The London-based Commit- 
tee for the Defence of Legiti- 
mate Rights (CDLR), Saudi 
Arabia’s only openly function- 
ing human rights group, said 
that a professor of engineering, 
a college administration em- 
ployee and a university student ■ 
were among those arrested in 
the latest sweep by Saudi au- 
thorities. 


year ago in Saudi Arabia, but it 
was declared “illegitimate” by 
the religious hierarchy, forcing 
members to flee the' country. 

The group’s statement said 
Mohammad Ben Ibrahim A1 
Masaari, an employee of the 
deans office at the Islamic Uni- 
versity of Imam Mohammad 
Ben Saud. and Luai Ben 
Abdullah AJ Masaari, a stu- 
dent in the CHI and Minerals 
University, had both been 
picked op in the latest sweeps 
to determine bow their relative 
had slipped ont of the 


The committee said in a 
statement faxed to the Associ- 
ated Press that Dr. Hussein 
Mashhour A 1 Hazimi, a profes- 
sor of engineering at toe King 
Saud University in Riyadh, 
was arrested Thursday. 

It said his house on the 
university campus was raided 
by authorities before the 
arrest. No reason for his arrest 
was given, the statement said. 


The statement said two 
other arrests were targeted at 
relatives of the committee’s 
spokesman, Dr. Mohammad 
Ben Abdullah AJ Masaari, 
who is living in exile in 
London. 

The group was set up one 


le committee said last 
week that authorities had 
ordered a sweep of officials 
and employees of the passport 
office and border guards sus- 
pected of helping Mr. Mas- 
raai’s escape. 

Last week the group re- 
ported the arrests of a poet, a 
writer and an academic. 

Saad A1 Faqih, the commit- 
tee's director, said in a tele- 
phone interview last week that 
toe crackdowns appeared 
targeted at non-religious intel- 
ligentsia. 

“What is new is that it is 
against writers, intellectuals 
and poets,” he said, adding 
that in the past authorities 
efforts were directed more at 
dissident Muslim scholars and 
public speakers. 


Observers get whiff of tension 


i) 


bdp in creating stability and 
" " re wind 

normal,’ 


toe right atmosphere which 
wfll bring life back to nc 


Mr: Natsdie said. 

Mr. Johansen replied: “I 
think we will do our best to 
exercise toe mandate to the 
benefit of toe people.” 

The c erem on y took place 
before a huge picture of the 
Ibcahnm Mosque where the 
massacre took place and which 
is dill dosed to toe public. 

“The Arabs are wrong if 
they think that now the obser- 
vers have arrived they will not 
see any more soldiers or set- 
tlers,” said Aharon Domb, a 
senior member of the Jewish 
settlers’ coundL 

“It's not the observers who 
wfll bring an end to the de- 
velopment of the Jewish pre- 
sence in die town,” said Mr. 
Domb. 

The observers have 
appealed to the 120,000 
Palestinians of Hebron to 
cooperate and call a special 
number to report incidents 
from Monday when street pat- 
rols begin. 

Advertisements appeared in 
Arabic newspapers explaining 
the observers' role^ 

“We encourage you to call 
this number as soon as any 
incidents occur, or report them 
directly to members of the 
patrols," the advertisements 
said. 

“The T1PH patrol the city of 
Hebron on foot and in cars,^’ 


said Stein Stoa, director of the 
eme r g en cy department of the 
Norwegian Refugee Council. 

“They will wear distinctive 
white uniforms (with white let- 
ters on red background) and 
will drive white cars marked 
with TIPH,” the adverts said. 

“By their presence the TIPH 
will promote security and 
monitor the safety of the 
Pales tinians in the dty... The 
TIPH will observe and report 
on possible violations of hu- 
man rights.” 

“We will eventually number 
160, but 60 men will be on 
patrol from the start,” said Mr. 
Stoa. 


Norway is providing 90 
observers, and Denmark and 
Italy 35 each for the renewable 
three-month mandate. 

Under Palestinian pressure 
for international protection in 
the aftermath of the mosque 
massacre, Israel agreed to 
allow the deployment of up to 
160 observers. 


Bat the force has no police 
power, will not be allowed to 
operate in any zones declared 
dosed by the Israeli army, and 
can only monitor on events in 
the town where some 400 
aimed settlers live. 

Israel remains in charge of 
“maintaining order" in Heb- 
ron. 


“Some militants in Hebron, 
who oppose the peace process, 
said they did not want the 
observers in their town. 


Hrawi and 
Hariri in 
dispute 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Prime Minister Rafik AI Hariri 
and President Elias Hrawi are 
locked in a dispute over bring- 
ing more Christian politicians 
into the government, govern- 
ment sources said on Sunday. 

They said Mr. Hariri, a Sun- 
ni Muslim, was threatening to 
refuse to leave his Beirut resi- 
dence or take part in govern- 
ment activities because of a 
disagreement with Mr. Hrawi, 
a Maronite Christian, over 
who was to be brought in. 

The sources said both men 
wanted to strengthen Christian 
r e presentation in the cabinet 
bat could not agree over 
names. Farther derails of die 
disagreement were not im- 
mediately available. 

Relations between the gov- 
ernment and the once- 
dominant Christian minority 
have been increasingly tense in 
recent weeks and the proposed 
cabinet changes appeared to be 
an attempt to improve them by 
bringing in more representa- 
tive Christian pofitiaans. 

Half the present government 
are Christians — in line with 
the constitution — but they are 
not toe most representative 
leaders. The most powerful 
Christian groups boycotted 
parliamentary elections in 
1992, complaining that the 
community has been pushed 
aside since the 1975-90 rivfl 


war. 


Christians outside the gov- 
ernment complain that Mr. 
Hariri's government is to close- 
ly tied to Syria, which has 
40,000 troops in Lebanon and 
is the main power broker in the 
country. 

They say the government’s 
composition and policies are 
unbalanced, that it is biased 
against the Christians and that 
It has foiled to implement 
many provisions of the 1989 
Taif accord that ended toe war. 

Their complaints mounted 
after die government began 
arresting members of the 
Lebanese Forces (LF), the big- 
gest civil war Christian militia, 
in March and banned the 
group without giving a reason. 

About 40 LF leaders, includ- 
ing its chief Samir Geagea — 
toe most outspoken opposition 
figure in Lebanon — are being 
interrogated about a church 
bombing in February and the 
murder of a Christian rival in 
1990. 


Two foreigners killed as 
Algerians rally for peace 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Gun- 
man killed two French nation- 
als Sunday in an Algiers mar- 
ketplace, security services said. 

They were identified as Hen- 
ri Verges, 64, and Raymond, 
Paul Heleve, 67. 

The security services said 
they worked as librarians. 

Islamic fundamentalists late 
last year warned foreigners to 
leave Algeria or face death. 

The country has been torn 
by political violence since the 
army intervened in January 
1992 to cancel second-round 
elections that the now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Front was 
-poised to win. 

The killings came as 
thousands marched through 
Algiers in silence calling for 
national reconciliation. 

It was the first attack on 
foreigners in more than one 
month. On March 28 a Russian 
chauffedr was shot and killed, 
and security forces said they 
tracked down and killed his 


The military-backed govern- 
ment has sought to reassure 
foreigners with heavy security 
and major sweeps since fun- 
damentalists began targeting 
foreigners in September. 

Islamic extremists waging an 
insurgency that has left at least 
4,000 people dead, aims to 
destabilise the government by 
driving out foreigners key to 
running the oil-based eco- 
nomy. 

Algerian journalists, intel- 
lectuals and public officials 
have also been frequent assas- 


sination targets since the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) was 
barred from imminent election 
victory when a runoff -was can- 
celled in January 1992. 

Thousands of demonstra- 
tors, many of them veiled 
women and Muslim moder- 
ates, marched Sunday for 
peace talks and an end to the 
insurgency. 

“Dialogue and an end to the 
flow of Wood,” read one ban- 
ner in the procession in Algiers 
of about 12,000 people, twice 
that according to organisers. 

An open letter to President 
1 ianrine Zeroual, read to the 
crowd, called for dialogue with 
all parties (see page 2). 

About 500 women in veils 
joined with women in Western 
dress, ululating and waving 
roses along the three-kilometre 
route from May 1 Square to 
the Martyrs’ Square. 

The protest, however, was 
for smaller than the 100,000 
predicted by organisers, who 
included the long-rnling 
National Liberation Front. 

The inarch for national re- 
conciliation, heavily guarded 
by police, was among several 
in cities across Algeria that 
were organised by four parties 
and 30 associations of moder- 
ate Muslims. 

On Tuesday an organiser 
was shot and killed by uniden- 
tified gunmen. Abdul Kader 
Kessal was a leading member 
of an association for children 
of veterans from Algeria’s 
1954-62 war for independence 
from France. 


Whipped American woman 
suspected spy — Iran paper 


Christians fear the action 
against the LF is an attempt to 
wtaken their community. They 
say the government has not 
cracked down on Hizbollah, a 
ShTite- Muslim fundamentalist 
militia operating against Israeli 
troops in South Lebanon. 

Under the Taif accord ail 
militias should have been dis- 
armed, but toe government 
says Hizbollah’s activities are 
legitimate resistance against 
foreign occupation. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — An 
American woman who was 
whipped in public in Iran two 
weeks ago is suspected of being 
a spy, an Iranian newspaper 
said Sunday. 

“This woman who claims to 
be a citizen of America has 
made interrogators suspect her 
of espionage activities.” 
Jomhuri Islaxni said of Mary 
Jones, a 35-year-old Texan 
arrested in Tehran for drunken 
behaviour in Tehran. 

The court had sentenced Ms. 
Jones to 80 lashes, a 10.000 
rials (S5.70) fine and deporta- 
tion to America. 

The newspaper did not say if 
Ms. Jones was still detained. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Swiss 
embassy, which bandies Amer- 
ican interests in Iran. 

Another newspaper. 
Kayhan. quoted Interior 
Ministry sources as saying Ms. 
Jones had obtained Iranian 
citizenship following her mar- 
riage to an Iranian, from whom 
toe separated. 

Kayhan said Ms. Jones could 
not be deported because toe 
was an Iranian citizen. 

Ms. Jones was picked up two 
weeks ago in toe Shemiran 
neighbourhood in northern 
Tehran, allegedly in a drunken 


state. 

She was immediately given 
80 lashes of the whip after 
being found guilty in a court of 
“promoting prostitution" and 
ordered deported, newspapers 
said. 

However, Kayhan said Ms. 
Jones insisted she would not 
leave because she has Iranian 
citizenship. 

Kayhan charged on Thurs- 
day that Ms. Jones, who has 
been in Iran since 1983, came 
to Iran “without identity pap- 
ers and with the aim of cor- 
rupting the young in Iran.” 

Jomhuri Isiami charged 
Thursday that new information 
on Ms. Jones had led the au- 
thorities to believe that she was 
in espionage acti- 

She visited the battlefront 
during the 1980-1988 war with 
made ‘“suspicious re- 
marks during interrogation af- 
ter h e r arrest,” it sdd. 

k act j er ’. a 001111 contacted 
by AFP denied there were any 
evidence of espionage actiri- 
had Jones, and thatshe 
*ion chargeTmtiy^ ^ ^ 

embassy in Tehran d^iined'S 
comment on the 



The Scream 
recovered 


OSLO (R) — Norway’s stolen, 
masterpiece, The Scream Wfe 
recovered undamaged and 
three people have been 
arrested, police said. Edvard 
Munch's priceless 1983 pann- 
ing, taken from the National 
Gallery in Oslo three months 
ago, was found at a hotel in the 
south of toe country. ‘Tfie 
painting was found today ei 
Aasgaardstrand Hotel and 
three people have been 
charged with assisting in hand- 
ling stolen goods,” police hp 
spector LeifLier told Renters; 
Munch bad a summer cottage 
in a as gaar dsti and Beach- re- 
sort and painted many of Ini - 
most famous works there. Mr. 

T i e r declined to comment on 
whether a ransom had been 
paid for the painting of a waif- 
like figure, wide-mouthed in 
terror beneath a blood-red skiA- 
But he confirmed the work, 
which had been taken out of its 
frame, was undamaged. A' 
piece of the frame was found at . 
a bus stop near Oslo earlier 
this month. The National GaK 
lery has previously said the 
painting — waxed crayon and 
tempera on cardboard — could 
easily be smudged outside its 
frame and cover of armoured 
glass. Mr. Lier said Norwegian 
Police had been helped by Btv 
Twin ’s Scotland Yard in their 
hunt but declined to give any 
further information about the 
case. Art experts have said the 
painting is impossible to sell on 
the open market and a group 
of Norwegian investors have 
allegedly been involved in fur- 
tive talks about paying a ran- 
som for the work, arming to 
return it to toe National Gal- 


lery. 

Lemonade helps 
plane make 
emergency landing 


ARKHANGELSK, Russia 
(AP) — An Aeroflot jet car- 
rying 62 people made ah 
emergency landing in tins for 
north dty after the crew man- 
aged to fix a faulty hydraulic 
system by pouring in temo4 
nade, a news report said. 
There were no injuries re- 
ported, but an airline duty 
officer in Moscow said the 
Tupolev-134 suffered serious 
damage when it touched down 
without part of the landing 
gear in place. The officer, 
Valentin Ignatiev, said he 
could not confirm the use of 
lemonade, as reported by the 
ITAR-TASS news agency, and 
would not speculate on what 
went wrong. It was tire latest 
embarrassment for Aeroflot* 
which has been struggling tej 
salvage its reputation after two* 
air disasters tins year killed a 
total of 199 people and high-; 
lighted Russia’s poor air-safety! 
record. Flight 2315 from Mbs-! 
cow to Arkhangelsk Saturday’ 
had 55 passengers and seven! 
crew. As it prepared to land,, 1 
two of the three sections of; 
landing gear foiled to come* 
down, ITAR-TASS said,' 
apparently because of a loss of 
fluid. The report said that 
while the plane circled, the 
crew “bad to pour all the re- 
serves of lemonade into the 
hydraulic system” and man- 
aged to lower one more sectiotif' 
of landing gear. The cause of 
the intideat was being invests 
gated. Mr. Ignatiev said th$ 
plane ran off the runway and 
suffered wing damage. The air- 
port in the White Sea City', 
about 1,000 kilometres (626 
miles) north of Moscow, was. 
closed for three hours. 


Study: Nicotine 
patch helps heart 
disease victims 7 


OMAHA, Nebraska (R) -r 
Heart disease vic tims can sate- 
ly use i the nicotine patch to <pdt' 
smoking, and the method may 
attualy blunt the stress that 
withdrawal would o therwi s e 
place on their weakened 
hearts, researchers reported • 
Sunday. “These finding s call 
boost the confidence of heart 
Pleats who want to stem, 
smoking using the nicotine • 
patch. In addition to no ew* 
oence of an increased risk.'., 
use of tire nicotine patch signi- 
ficant improved thefrsoceess 
m quitting," said Stephen Ret 
nar “» a researcher at the Ore : 
^**5? Nebraska who was 
involved nj the study. The re 

»» published in this 
JJOTths Archives of Internal 
The study involved 
tz smo5cer s with stable coro* , 
, Ciy diseaac m four* 
medical centres across tfite 7 ' 
“bbhry. Some of the patients' 

glv l n the Nicoderoi : 
brand patch to help them stop 
while others recravcxl: 
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•raimsrt placebo patch. ReseaiS 
^ sad 36 per cent of tfc 


PSde«s with the 

c to stop smoking, .'core. 

Siti^tS ^ ***■ of tboie 
^to the placebo. 
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